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Tuesday, 24 October 1995

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair at 3.30 pm and read prayers.

MOTION - CONDOLENCE
Tonkin, Hon John, AC

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [3.32 pm]: I
move -

That this House expresses its deep regret at the death of Hon John Trezise Tonkin
AC, a former member of the Legislative Assembly for the North-East Fremantle
and Melville electorates, and a former Premier of the State; and places on record
its appreciation for his long and meritorious public service, and tenders its
profound sympathy to his widow and the members of his family in their
bereavement.

Often when condolence motions are moved in this House they are moved in respect of
persons whom we, as current members, may not have had the privilege of meeting. In
the case of John Tonkin it is unquestionably a fact that every member of this House -
indeed every member of State Parliament - has had the opportunity at some time, either
during his or her parliamentary or other career, of meeting Mr Tonkin and knowing him
for what he was: A man of great distinction, and a great Western Australian who was
able to give good advice to those who sought his counsel. More than that, he stood out as
a great citizen of Western Australia.
John Tonkin was born at Boulder in 1902. He died in Perth a few days ago. He attained
the age of almost 94 years, having been born on 2 February 1902. He certainly lived 93
and one half very good years. The work he did as a citizen, teacher and member of
Parliament, and later a statesman of Western Australia, is well recorded in the annals of
history in our State. As I said, John Tonkin was born in Boulder. He went on to train at
the Teachers' Training College in Claremont. He was a teacher during the 1920s and
until 1933 when he entered Parliament. He served the Australian Labor Party a very long
time, having joined the party in 1923 at the age of 21. Members opposite will no doubt
speak of John Tonkin 's career as a teacher and educator during the period after he
completed his studies at the Teachers' Training College until he was elected to
Parliament in 1933. Although John Tonkin was elected as a member of the Legislative
Assembly for North-East Fremantle in 1933, represented that area until 1950, and as a
result of a redistribution of seats was later elected as the member for Melville and served
from 1950 to 1977, he did not start his parliamentary career, so to speak, in 1933. He
contested the seat of Sussex in 1927 and later contested the seat of Murray- Wellington.
As a relatively young man he obviously decided he would become a member of
Parliament. He later achieved that objective, and went on to serve Parliament for
43 years, nine months and 19 days. As members know, that is the longest continuous
time anyone has served either House of Parliament.
As a member of Parliament, Mr Tonkin was promoted to the position of Minister in 1943
and served in that capacity until 1951. He again served as a Minister between 1953 and
1959. Given that in days long gone, if I can refer to the 1940s and 1950s in that way,
Governments did not have as many portfolios as we have today, during that era he served
as Minister for Education, Social Services, Agriculture, Works and Water Services,
Environmental Protection, and Cultural Affairs and as Treasurer. Between 1955 and
1959 John Tonkin was the Deputy Premier. After serving as Leader of the Opposition
between 1967 and 1971, he was elected Premier when the Australian Labor Party won
government in 197 1. In 1974 Mr Tonkin's party lost office. However, it is clear that he
did not believe his parliamentary career was over. He went on to serve as Leader of the
Opposition between 1974 and 1976. He enjoyed the status of Father of the House from
1968 to 1977.



Many of us today regard the Environmental Protection Authority as a very important
agency of this State. Many of us would say if we did not have the State Environmental
Protection Authority that the State and quite clearly its citizens would be the losers. John
Tonkin as Minister established the Environmental Protection Authority so many years
ago. That is one of the singular feats he will be well recognised for, given that it has now
turned into a very important agency. Mr Tonkin was also responsible for the Aboriginal
Heritage Act coming into effect and for the establishment of the office of state
Ombudsman. When it was mooted by Mr Tonkin as a Minister, it found many sceptics in
the community. Today we recognise that office as an important part of the
administration of our State.
In 1978 Mr Tonkin was awarded the Queen's Jubilee medal, of which he was quite
clearly very proud and was pleased to receive, but it should not go unnoticed that he also
declined two specific offers of high imperial honours. Because of his political beliefs,
Mr Tonkin was not prepared to accept those honours. It should not go unnoticed that he
was a man of great stature. He was clearly a man who was strongly committed to the
Australian Labor Party, but more than that, if members read the speeches he made in
Parliament during his long period as member, Minister and Premier of this State, he
clearly also strongly supported our Westminster system of government.
Some years after Mr Tonkin retired from the Legislative Assembly in our Parliament he
was awarded the honour of being named Senior West Australian of the Year 1983. His
influence was still very significant during the 1980s and, indeed, it is fair to say that
within Labor circles his influence continued right through until his recent death.
On behalf of all members of the Government I extend our profound sympathy to his
widow Joan and to members of his family at this sad bereavement. Mr Tonkin has been
accorded the honour of a state funeral, which will take place tomorrow. At Mrs Tonkin's
request the funeral cortege will pass Parliament House and then continue to Fremantle
Cemetery for the cremation which will take place tomorrow afternoon.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [3.44 pm]: I
second the motion. I extend my appreciation for this condolence motion. It is not
traditional for the Legislative Council to recognise a member from the other place.
Bearing in mind that we are referring to a former Premier, who was the longest serving
member in the history of this Parliament, the Opposition is keen to have the opportunity
this afternoon to place on record a few comments.
It is fair to say that John Tonkin was a great Australian and a very significant resident of
Western Australia and, as I think the Leader of the Government has alluded to, perhaps
an icon for the Labor Party in this State. It has already been said that he was involved in
State politics for 44 years, during which time he held many portfolios. He was Deputy
Premier for a period of six years and Premier for three years. When people look at the
period of the Tonkin Government they probably say that it was not a great reformist
Government. Perhaps that is due to the fact that it is compared with the Whitlam
Government. In essence during the period of the Tonkin Government there were
significant reforms. Again, the Leader of the Government has referred to some of them.
Of special significance are the Aboriginal Heritage Act and the establishment of the
Ombudsman. This was the first State and Parliament in this country to have an
Ombudsman. He also introduced the environmental protection laws.
Throughout his long parliamentary career John Tonkin played a significant role in the
State's providing infrastructure to residents and industry. Many of the initiatives both
when he was Minister and Premier reflect his absolute commitment to providing
appropriate state infrastructure in order to assist on a number of fronts.
John Tonkin was renowned as a considerable leader. As I recall, when he was Premier
he was for a short period of time Minister for Cultural Affairs. During that time one of
his great initiatives was to ensure that public libraries received significant increases in
funding and also that people used libraries far more than they had traditionally.
He was a great man and, as the Leader of the Government has already said, he was on
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two occasions offered significant imperial honours, which he declined because of his
political beliefs. On this side of the House we prefer the adages of "Honest John' and
"Supertonk" rather than "Sir". In some respects those names epitomnise the man. He was
not only perceived to be but was a very honest man who held strong beliefs. He was a
significant parliamentary reformer even in his latter days. If members on both sides of
the House could leave politics with the nickname "Honest John" we would do very well
and be pleased with our efforts.
I do not wish to go over the history of John Tonkin. The Leader of the Government has
done that particularly well. The Opposition thanks the Government for this opportunity
and wishes to extend its condolences to John's wife, Joan, and to his family for a very
tragic set of circumstances. I met John Tonkin at a City of South Perth dinner about two
years ago when he was more mobile than he was in the latter months of his life. I asked
him whether he still read. He said something to the effect, "For 85 years I read every
book I could lay my hands on. I prided myself on my eyesight. I still have my eyesight
but my desire to know what is going on in the world is diminishing. I remember well
what happened, but I think it is time to leave the future to those younger than myself."
He was always a very humble man. In no small way he is probably responsible for my
involvement in the Australian Labor Party and for being a member of Parliament. If I
may take some licence with this: When I was a very young man my grandparents were
members of the Australian Labor Party and lived in the same street as John Tonkin and
were members of the branch with which he was involved. I remember meeting him on
numerous occasions. I was perhaps six or seven at the time. He was then, as he was at
South Perth, a man who impressed with his great talent, knowledge and compassion.
HON J.A. COWDELL (South West) [3.49 pm]: A great Western Australian has
passed. This may be gauged by the esteem and genuine affection in which he was held
by all who knew him. Some years ago the WA branch of the Australian Labor Party was
looking to celebrate the ALP centenary. We decided to hold a birthday party, but the
dates of national significance for the Australian Labor Party had no significance for the
Western Australian Labor Party. Therefore, we decided to hold Labor's birthday party
on 2 February 1991. That was John Tonkin's birthday. He had been born 89 years
before. For 70 of those 89 years he had been a member of the Australian Labor Party.
He was a member of the WA Legislature for almost 44 years, becoming Labor Party
leader, Minister and Premier. It is little wonder that Labor in the west decided that John
Tonkin was the embodiment of our history and ideals. His passing last week marks the
closing of a chapter both of Labor's history and of Western Australia's history.
I note that the esteem in which Mr Tonkin was held was indicated on a number of
previous occasions by Sir Charles Court. In 1976, to mark Mr Tonkin's retirement as
Leader of the Opposition, Sir Charles said -

Having seen the honourable gentleman in action for 23 years, I believe he is one
of the few people who has never lost his interest in this institution. I have seen
people come and have a great rush for a while; they have had some particular
interest and have hit the headlines, but then they sat back for a while and waited
for something else; sometimes that something else never came and they went their
way. But the Leader of the Opposition has always paid the institution of
Parliament the respect it deserves. He has set an example to all of us because he
has taken his parliamentary duties seriously - as far as we are concerned,
sometimes too seriously.

I will not go through the career of the former Premier; the Leader of the Government in
this Chamber has done that fairly thoroughly. However, I will note in passing the
achievements of the Tonkin Government. Although John Tonkin held office as Premier
for only one term, from 1971 to 1974, the achievements of that Government were
nevertheless considerable. They included the creation of the first ombudsman in
Australia, the creation of an Environmental Protection Authority and the State's first
Aboriginal heritage legislation. His Government also introduced a free school textbook
scheme, free pensioner travel on public transport and a consumer protection bureau. It
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legislated for four weeks' annual leave and extended the criminal injuries compensation
scheme. The Tonkin Government was, in most senses, a traditional Labor Government.
Of course, Mr Tonkin had a lengthy career prior to becoming Premier. He was the
driving force as the Minister for Works and Water Supply, after Premier Hawke, in the
Hawke Government of the 1950s. He is also credited with the construction of the
Narrows Bridge. He was ambivalent about this - liking to take credit for connecting
South Perth with the north of the city but expressing regret that he had filled in so much
of the river in the process of achieving that. He was also Minister for Education and he
held a remarkable record, administering that portfolio in the 1940s, in the 1950s and
briefly in the 1970s. His commitment to education is evident in his first utterances in this
Parliament in 1933. He said about the Education budget -

The figures mentioned in the speech show that less than £10 per child was spent
on education last year. Take a child who goes to school at the age of six years
and continues until the age of 14; during those eight years the Government spends
under £100 for the education of that child. Many men spend more than that on
dogs and cats. Such a sum is little enough to fit a man or woman for life, and any
further whittling down of the vote would be disastrous. There must be no attempt
to further curtail the expenditure on education, and nobody will be more pleased
than I shall be if the Government are able so to finance the country as to permit of
increasing the vote for education, so that the children will have the benefit of a
larger measure of education than they have received in the past. To my mind
there can be no better investment than money spent in training the intellects and
improving the minds of the boys and girls of today who will be the men and
women of tomorrow.

They are the sentiments of 1933 but John Tonkin displayed a commitment to education
through his whole life.
John Tonkin was a diverse character. He was a cultured man and he had a voracious
appetite for books. I received a book earlier this year entitled Toby and other memories.
It is a little collection of memories of the residents of Concord Nursing Home at South
Perth. I attended Mr Tonkin's birthday party on 2 February this year. Joan Tonkin was
there and, of course, the other residents of the institution were there. In a sense, it is not
unlike this institution. We all sang happy birthday, Mr Tonkin cut the cake and gave a
speech. His reminiscences in this book include his attachment to books. He states -

As a young lad I was astounded by the large number of books available. On
being invited to make a selection -

At the public reading library -

- I leant forward and placed my fingers on one book. On taking it from the shelf
I discovered that I had chosen a book written by Arthur Conan Doyle - it was
entitled Through the magic door. The magic door turned out to be the door to a
library which as we all know is the foundation of knowledge and provides a
wonderful opportunity for learning. I am pleased that I took full advantage of that
opportunity.

Indeed, he did. He was a voracious reader and committed to memory many of the great
quotations of the nineteenth century, and was also adept at quoting them at some length
at the slightest opportunity. Indeed, only three weeks ago Mr Tonkin, who had been in
indifferent health for many years, decided that he would go to the opening of the East
Fremantle Bowling Club. He attended that function and took the opportunity to make a
speech in which he quoted at length some of what he was always wont to call 'famous
utterances" that he had committed to memory. His memory had not failed him even three
weeks ago.
Of course, Mr Tonkin was a cultured man. He was renowned for tripping the light
fantastic. No-one who was at the ALP ball in 1973 could forget the Premier's aplomb as
he tripped the light fantastic while his Government teetered in the balance. The Balcatta
by-election was decided by 30 preference votes.
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When Mr Tonkin became Premier, he enjoyed going to dances. Of course, for a very
brief period, Sir David Brand was Leader of the Opposition when John Tonkin was
Premier, which was a problem because, as a gentleman and as Leader of the Opposition,
Sir David felt constrained not to leave a function before the Premier did. That was fatal,
particularly when Sir David ended up at functions such as the Italian Club ball, and
Premier Tonkin insisted on staying on the dance floor until 4.00 am.
As I have said, Mr Tonkin was a cultured man in terms of reading, dancing and, of
course, his rose garden in East Fremantle, which was a place of pilgrimage for locals and
others for more than 50 years. John Tonkin was a battler for the working people of this
State. That was his vocation, by virtue of his being a member of Parliament. Perhaps I
should not use the word "vocation'. He was a Wesleyan Methodist, so perhaps
"vocation" is not the correct terminology.
From his early years, young John Tonkin was taken by his father to Kalgoorlie Trades
Hall, and he became committed to the ideals of the labour movement. Of course, he was
elected to Parliament in 1933, and he participated in the epic struggles of the 1930s and
early 1940s, the debates on secession, with respect to the SGIO and a range of other
issues. He was also a close friend of former Prime Minister John Curtin. He was
Curtin's campaign manager for several years. Indeed, it is fitting that this year, as we
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Curtin's death, we commemorate John Curtin's
campaign manager.
As I have said, I do not forget that John Tonkin was a battler for the working men and
women of this State. Nor do I forget the problems that that caused him. When he opened
the Perth Concert Hall in January 1974, the hoi polloi booed him as Labor Premier of the
State. Nor do I forget the scene in Forrest Place, when he was electioneering just before
the demise of his Government. He was on the back of a truck with Gough Whitlam. He
had to go to Bunbury. I remember the scene as he tried to struggle through the crowd.
Members of the State's Police Force stood there laughing and did not assist the Premier
of the State to make his way through the crowd, which was turning increasingly ugly.
John Tonkin paid for his struggle. In later years, of course, he assumed the mantle of an
elder statesman and was considered respectable, to the extent that The West Australian
could actually be generous in its comments on Mr Tonkin, as opposed to its previous
attitude. I remember John Tonkin standing on the back of a truck on the eve of the 1974
state election. He said, "I opened a copy of The West Australian the other day and there
was an advertisement showing an industrial machine covered in cobwebs. It was a
Liberal Party advertisement that said that that was due to the state of industry and to the
policies of my Government. I found out who the firm was. I appeared on the doorstep.
They recognised me. I asked to see the machine that my Government had put out of
action. They eventually found a machine in a back storage room and had to admit that it
had not been in operation for 20 years. I thought that was newsworthy, so I put out a
press release in The West Australian. They said that it was not newsworthy and would
not run it. I therefore put in an advertisement to run in The West Australian in answer.
They would not accept the advertisement." So he had to address 50 people on election
eve from the back of a truck to try to get the message through. That was John Tonkin the
battler. We all appreciate his battles over the years.
I conclude by referring to the famous birthday party that we put on in 1991. John Tonkin
attended the party to commemorate Labor's 100 years. Eight hundred people came to A
shed on Victoria Quay. John Tonkin assumed the rostrum and addressed the faithful and
some not so faithful for a good half hour. He did not have a note before him. He quoted
at length the famous thinkers of the nineteenth century who had so impressed him. I
recall his quoting John D. Rockefeller -

I believe that the rendering of useful service is the common duty of mankind, and
that only in the purifying fire of sacrifice is the dross of selfishness consumed and
the greatness of the human soul set free.

A chapter has closed. An era has passed. I offer my condolences to Joan Tonkin and to
other members of the family.
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HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [4.07 pmn]: Hon John Tonkin is an icon
to the Australian Labor Party. He touched the lives of many people within the Labor
Party as well'as the lives of others outside the Labor Party. John Tonkin visited my
parents' home in Fremantle in the early 1950s, when my father was an ALP delegate to
the Fremantle District Council, along with others such as Des Dans, who would be
known to many members. My father worked on his election campaigns by giving out
how-to-vote cards and acting as a scrutineer.
My father was a truck driver with James Kiernan's in Fremantle. He later became an
organiser with the Transport Workers Union of Australia. During the late 1950s, with the
split in the Labor Party and when the Democratic Labor Party was formed, my father,
who was a practising Catholic with seven children, found the going fairly rugged. I do
not know what was happening with the politics in the union movement, but he decided
that things were getting a bit too rough and tough in the TWU, so he decided to leave.
Work was very difficult to get in the late 1950s and very early 1960s. John Tonkin got
him a job in the Main Roads Department in Wyndham - that is how I was introduced to
the Kimberley - in 1960 or 196 1.
Recently, I was executor of a deceased estate. One of the letters in that estate was from
John Tonkin to inspector Bert Clements, a police officer who retired to Bicton in the
early 1950s. John Tonkin signed that letter as President of the East Fremantle Football
Club. He was secretary of that club for at least 20 years, which is quite a remarkable
period, during which it was in its heyday. I do not know how he undertook his
ministerial parliamentary work as well as his work at the football club. John Tonkin
always received more than 70 per cent of the vote in his electorate. When he left
Parliament, that vote for the Labor Party evaporated very quickly. In fact, the Labor
Party lost areas in which he had polled a 70 per cent vote. That says more about the
respect John Tonkin had from the people in Fremantle and its environs, whom he
represented.
The Tonkin years of government were not easy. It was a stressful period. The
Government had a majority of one in the Legislative Assembly and the Opposition
controlled the upper House. It was a reformist Government during its three years in
office, but the stress of that period took a massive toll on the health of some Ministers.
Tom Evans, the former member for Kalgoorlie whose funeral I attended earlier this year,
never recovered from the years of the Tonkin Ministry. The health of other members,
such as Ron Bertram, suffered during the very difficult years of that Government.
During that period of incredible stress and pressure, John Tonkin never disowned the
Federal Government. He never used the Federal Government to advance his own
interests in this State.
Much of the legislation John Tonkin's Government introduced has been mentioned by
other speakers. Tom Evans, in his farewell speech at Kalgoorlie late last year, mentioned
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act, referred to by Hon John Cowdell, and also the
costs against the Crown legislation. In that period the Labor Party introduced that
measure to the Court of Petty Sessions. Tom Evans made the point that the provision
should be extended to other courts. It was his wish as Attorney General in the Tonkin
Ministry that costs against the Crown should be extended to the higher courts. I hope the
House will take note of that.
For many years I have driven from East Fremantle to Parliament House past John
Tonkin's house on Preston Point Road. I could often see him tending his garden. He had
a spectacular display of roses, year in and year out, and his garden was meticulously kept.
I extend my condolences to Mrs Tonkin and the family. John Tonkin never represented
the goldfields but he can justifiably be included with Jack Scaddan and Phil Collier as
goldfields Premiers of this State. John Tonkin was almost the last surviving member of
Parliament from the 1930s. Hon Eric Heenan still lives in Mt Lawley, and is now in his
nineties. Almost the last link has been broken with politics in the 1930s. It is fitting that
this House should set aside time today to acknowledge a distinguished member of this
Parliament and this State.
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HON GRAHAM EDWARDS (North Metropolitan) [4.14 pm]: I refer members to
the motion moved by the Leader of the House -

That this House expresses its deep regret at the death of Hon John Trezise Tonkin
AC, a former member of the Legislative Assembly for the North-East Fremantle
and Melville electorates, and a former Premier of the State; and places on record
its appreciation for his long and meritorious public service, and tenders its
profound sympathy to his widow and the members of his family in their
bereavement.

I read that because the motion is exactly the same as that moved in this place on Tuesday,
24 April 1979 in relation to Hon Sir David Brand, a former Premier in this State. I
mention it because so often when people speak of one, at the same time they speak of the
other. It does not matter from which side of politics people come, a supporter of the
Liberal Party speaking about Sir David Brand will often mention John Tonkin in the
same breath. Likewise, when supporters of the Labor Party speak of John Tonkin, they
often mention Sir David Brand in the same breath. Those in this State who have a close
association with politics will indeed agree that the passing of John Tonkin signals the end
of an era. In speaking on this condolence motion, it was appropriate to briefly mention
the other condolence motion passed in 1979.
I shall not speak for long because Hon John Cowdell has put before the House the record
of this great man who was a great Australian. I have much respect for John Tonkin and I
see many similarities between him and another great Australian, Sir Edward 'Weary'
Dunlop. One chose a military career and the other a political career, yet they were both
great Australians who were revered and are fondly remembered by ordinary Australians.
I first came to know John Tonkin when I returned to this State and joined the Maimed
and Limbless Soldiers Association. In those days, many of the members had been in the
First and Second World Wars. John Tonkin had a very close association with a number
of those members, and grew up with some of them in the goldfields. He had great
respect for the service personnel, and great sympathy for the trauma they suffered and the
struggles they faced in those days. John Tonkin had great loyalty to people, principles,
and the things in which he believed. He was a very dogged and determined man. Who
can ever forget his commitment to the Tronado machine, following the deaths of his wife
and daughter from cancer? Rightly or wrongly, he championed the use of that machine.
It gives me no great pleasure to speak in this condolence motion today, but all things
must come to an end at some stage, even the lives of great men such as John Tonkin. I
doubt that we in this place will ever again have the opportunity to speak on a condolence
motion in respect of a man who served the Parliament for 44 years. He not only served
for that lengthy period but also, at the end of his time in Parliament and at the end of his
public life, still had great respect from the people of the State. I convey my condolences
to his family.
HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) [4.20 pm]: I want to add my
respects to this condolence motion. I first met John Tonkin in 1961 when I was 14. He
came to my hometown of North Dandalup to support my late father's campaign for the
seat of Murray during a by-election campaign which followed the retirement of Sir Ross
McLarty. I well remember as a young girl this very gentle person who came to our home
for the evening meal prior to going to a political meeting, which was very much how the
campaigns of that time were carried out. The meeting was held in Pinjarra and
Mr Tonkin knew that seat well, because he had once contested the seat of Murray-
Wellington, as has been stated here this afternoon. I have a vivid memory of his taking
the opportunity to spend time with me, as a 14 year old, and my brother, who was then
nine. In the late 1960s the first Mrs Tonkin and then his daughter died of cancer. As
everyone knows he had a strong commitment to finding the causes of and providing
treatment for cancer. My father died of the same disease. In late 1969 John Tonkin
convinced my father, who had been given three months to live, that he should become
part of a trial that was being carried out by Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. I remember
how grateful my parents were. My father lived a further 15 months after that treatment.
I have little doubt that it was due to the caring of John Tonkin and his belief that my
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father could be made more comfortable or survive the trying time that he was going
through.
I also have a graphic memory, as a young branch secretary of the Mandurah ALP branch,
of how, in 1971, he took his courageous stand against apartheid during the visit to Perth
of the Springbok rugby team. That awakened my political awareness and I developed an
overwhelming commitment against racism. He would have been pleased to see last year
the election of President Nelson Mandela in South Africa, and to see that dreadful regime
overthrown.
In March 1973 I went to work in the head office of the Australian Labor Party. The
Labor Government was in office at both state and federal levels at that time. The Tonktin
Government was probably halfway through its term. He was then a busy man and did not
often come to Trades Hall, but when he did he always had time to spend with the staff in
the party office. It was then a small staff. I well remember that the Labor Government,
under the leadership of John Tonkin, functioned under difficult circumstances due to its
tenuous one-seat majority. It is also a great tribute to his leadership that he presided over
a State Parliamentary Labor Party which remained directed and cohesive through great
adversity. We should never forget the threats to his Government to block Supply and the
defeat of over 30 Bills in this House. 1 remember, as Hon John Cowdell related in his
address this afternoon, the 1974 state election campaign and the rally in Forrest Place. I
was part of that crowd and had been part of the team in the party office that organised it.
It was a tense and quite ugly crowd, and since that time the political rallies in Forrest
Place have been discontinued. It must be said that those farmers came to town to pose
their opposition to the Whitlam Government's abolition of the superphosphate bounty.
Gough Whitlam's vision in removing that bounty was a major reason for the defeat of the
State Labor Government in the 1974 election.
John Tonkin was a true believer - a man who dedicated his life to ensuring social justice
for the people of Western Australia. The Labor Party believes him to be a great leader
and all Western Australians are poorer for his passing. I extend my sincere condolences
to his family and friends.
HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan) [4.25 pm]: I join with my colleagues
and offer my condolences to Mrs Tonkin and Mr Tonkin's wider family. Mr Tonkin led
a Government that I have always held in the highest esteem. In my lifetime no member
of any House of Parliament in Australia has impressed me more than the late Hon John
Tonkin. When he became the Premier in 1971 he was relatively advanced in age, but he
brought to the office of Premier a vigour I have not seen before or since. He led a great
reforming Labor Government in the tradition of the Australian Labor Party. I regret and I
know that he regretted the fact that this so-called House of Review obstructed his
legislation to a degree unheard of for many decades before. I also regret that his
successor as Premier sought to block Supply in 1973. However, wiser heads prevailed
and this House did not breach that convention. I regret, however, as did Hon John
Tonkin, that other people greedy for power went on to break convention in another
Parliament in Australia two years afterwards.
Hon John Tonkin acquired two nicknames when he was Premier, one being "super
Tonk.' I understand that is a nickname he wore proudly, and so he should have, because
when he became Premier he assumed the roles not only of Premier and Minister for
Education but also the position of Minister for a number of other departments. He
assumed an enormous workload and he carried out his duties to an extent that few did
before and I doubt few will ever do. One thing that sticks in my mind about his
nickname, 'Honest John' - there were many reasons for that nickname - is the imposition
of a tax in the late 1960s by the then Brand-Nalder Government to the effect that some
$6m - then quite a large sum in the State's finances - was levied, albeit on corporate
citizens, if I may use that phrase, of Western Australia. The High Court found that tax to
be unconstitutional. Hon John Tonkin in leading the Labor Party to the 1971 state
election told the people of Western Australia - I paraphrase him because I dare not use
his words; he was far more eloquent than anyone in this House could hope to be - when it
is found that the money raised by Governments is invalid, the Government should return
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that money. He was of the view that the State had a moral duty to return that $6m and he
tried to do so. However, I regret he was obstructed from doing so by the fact that his
Government did not have the numbers in this House. I very much regret that Hon John
Tonkin was not able to persuade people of a different political persuasion that the highest
duty of a Government to its people is to behave towards them honourably. That is
something that he never failed to do. Well is he known as "Honest John', and he will
always be known as "Honest John".
I should touch upon one last matter. I do not allude to debates in the other place - I rarely
listen to them, although I do read what members of the other place say from time to
time - but I understand that the Legislative Assembly may not sit tomorrow as a mark of
respect for Hon John Tonkin, and I would be greatly concerned if the Legislative
Assembly were not to sit but this House were to sit.
HON VAL FERGUSON (East Metropolitan) [4.30 pm]: It is with great sadness that I
speak about my memories of John Tonkin. I started work in Trades Hall in 1959, and I
had many opportunities to meet and talk with John Tonkin. Whenever John Tonkin came
to Trades Hall and passed people in the corridor, he always had the time, no matter how
busy he was, to stop and talk to them as human beings.
As stated by Hon John Cowdell, John Tonkin liked to dance. I was secretary of the
Trades Hall social club for many years, and we used to have regular cabarets. John
Tonkin did not attend every cabaret, but he used to find the time to attend many of them,
and even if he could not stay for the full night, he would stay for a decent hour or so. I
recall in particular the 1968 Labor Day cabaret that was held on the March long weekend,
where we had the crowning of the Labor Day Princess in readiness for the procession on
the Monday. That cabaret was held not long after John Tonkin had lost his daughter,
who used to attend functions with him, and he told me how difficult it was for him to
attend that function and not have a partner, but he took it upon himself to go from table to
table and ask people whom he had not met before to have a dance with him. It was the
talk of the cabaret all night how "Honest John" mixed and socialised with people whom
he did not know.
I worked in the office of the Australian Labor Party from 1971 to early 1974 during John
Tonkin's reign as Premier. As Hon Cheryl Davenport said, John Tonkin was very busy
and did not come to the hall very often, but when he did, he always took it upon himself
to speak to us personally. Another time that I had contact with him was in 1974 when I
moved to Karratha and John and Joan Tonkin visited the Pilbara area for a few days and
attended the Roeboumne Cup. I do not know how many members have been to the
Roebourne Cup, but it is nothing like the Perth Cup. He insisted on sitting in the
grandstand, which comprised planks and scaffolding and had no cover. It was a terribly
hot day, and he had forgotten his hat, but he sat there to watch the cup, and I still have
photographs of John Tonkin sitting in the grandstand to watch that event. I too attended
John Tonkin's 89th birthday party, where hundreds of people turned out to A Shed in
Fremantle, and I will never forget the speech that he made, with absolutely no notes. I
will always treasure that memory of "Honest John Tonkin" and of the gentleman that we
all knew he was. I extend my condolences to Joan Tonkin and John's family in their sad
loss at this time.
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths): I had the privilege of serving for 12 years in
this Parliament during the time that John Tonkin was in this place, and I concur with all
of the comments that have been made by the various speakers. John Tonkin was a great
parliamentarian and statesman. One of the outstanding features of John Tonkin so far as
I am concerned was that he supported and maintained the traditions of the Westminster
system of parliamentary democracy, and there was never any occasion during his time in
this Parliament as a member of either the Government or the Opposition when he would
condone or take part in any actions that were contrary to the traditions and rules of this
place. Since John Tonkin's retirement, I have met with him on many occasions at
functions which people still invited him to attend, and I have had many long discussions
with him about the changes that have occurred in attitudes of members of Parliament
subsequent to his retirement. He was always willing to help any member of Parliament,
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no matter from which side of the House that member came, and to give any advice which
that member was seeking. I add my condolences to those that have already been
extended to Mrs Tonkin and his family, and advise the House that, as is normal, I will
write to Mrs Tonkin and enclose in that letter a copy of this motion and the comments
that have been made by the various speakers.
Question passed, members standing.

MOTION - STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Minister for Transport, Resignation over Stateships Issues

HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [4.38 pm]: I
move, without notice -

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable
consideration forthwith of the following motion -

That this House requests Hon Eric Charlton to tender his resignation to the
Governor as the Minister for Transport for the following reasons -
(1) There are irreconcilable differences between what the Minister has

told the House and what the documents obtained by the
Opposition, under freedom of information, disclose in relation to
the letting of Stateships' stevedoring contract to BAAC Pty Ltd;
and

(2) The Minister has failed to preserve the Stateships service to the
north west, Kimberley and South East Asian regions in spite of
repeated assurances in the House to that effect.

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4.40 pm]: The
Leader of the Opposition raised this matter with me this morning. That enabled me to
discuss with my colleagues on this side of the House the propositions contained in the
motion. The Government is prepared to agree to the suspension of standing orders to
enable the motion as outlined by the Leader of the Opposition to be moved. However, I
indicated to the Leader of the Opposition that the legislative program that had previously
been agreed to would have to be interrupted for this motion. I appreciate the cooperation
I get from the Leader of the Opposition and the leader of opposition business in this
House in setting the program for any given day's work and the flexibility that we are
required to rely on from time to time. I reached an understanding with the Leader of the
Opposition that the debate should last for no longer than two hours and that a vote should
be taken on the proposition. I was unsure how long the condolence motion would take
this afternoon. Allowing 30 minutes for question time, approximately 45 minutes of
general debating time is left before the dinner suspension. We should make a start on
this motion now on the understanding that we complete debate at 6.00 pm to rise for
dinner, and at 7.30 pm go on to other business. One of the participants in that debate has
a previous engagement that cannot be broken. My undertaking to the Leader of the
Opposition is that as soon as that person can return - it will be around 8.45 pm or perhaps
earlier - we will recommence debate on this motion. The Government supports the
suspension of standing orders. My only comment about the debate is that we have heard
it all before; these matters were raised six to 10 weeks ago in this House. However, I
look forward to further additions.
Question put and passed with an absolute majority.

MOTION - MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, CALL FOR RESIGNATION
OVER STATESHIPS ISSUES

HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [4.43 pm]: I
move -

That this House requests Hon Eric Charlton to tender his resignation to the
Governor as the Minister for Transport for the following reasons -
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(1) There are irreconcilable differences between what the Minister has told
the House and what the documents obtained by the Opposition, under
freedom of information, disclose in relation to the letting of Stateships'
stevedoring contract to BAAC Pty Ltd; and

(2) The Minister has failed to preserve the Stateships service to the
north west, Kimberley and South East Asian regions in spite of repeated
assurances in the House to that effect.

I thank the Government for this opportunity. The Opposition has run the Stateships issue
many times before. It is interesting to go back through debates, as Hon Kim Chance and
I have, and to see that the Minister for Transport made accusations at one time saying
that the Opposition did not have evidence to support some of what it was alleging. With
the passage of time we find as we sift slowly through the material that what the
Opposition alleged is substantiated by documentation. I will refresh the memory of
members present on the time sequence of this matter.
Members may recall that on 29 November 1994 the Minister for Transport rejected two
tenders to manage Stateships and decided to retain management of Stateships by the
Government. On 9 December 1994 a company named BAAC Pty Ltd was registered. In
December 1994 BAAC applied to the Fremantle Port Authority for the stevedoring
licence. On 5 February 1995 Patrick The Australian Stevedore was given an extension to
its contract for stevedoring to 30 April so tenders could be called for by the State Supply
Commission. On 11 March the Fremantle Port Authority granted BAAC stevedoring
licences for berths 1 and 2 for one year plus options for three, three and three years. On
28 March BAAC purchased a crane on that wharf. On 29 March BAAC registered its
trading name as Fremantle Stevedores. On 11I April the Minister for Transport was
advised that Fremantle Stevedores, which was registered no more than some 12 or 13
days before, was likely to get the contract for stevedoring on the Fremantle Wharf - a
contract that at that stage had not even been let. He was advised to that effect by the
Acting General Manager of Stateships - a cosy arrangement already started, one might
say.
On 15 April 1995 Stateships was advised of the necessity to get an exemption for its
general agent, which was not yet appointed, to appoint the contract for Stateships at the
Fremantle Wharf. On 27 April the Government appointed the Mediterranean Shipping
Co (Aust) Pty Ltd as general agent. On 1 May the contract with Patricks expired and was
extended for 15 days so these contracts could be entered into. Tenders were opened on
that date. On 15 May the tenders closed.
In Hansard on 23 May 1995 at page 3770 the Minister for Transport told the House: "I
was not involved in the tendening process or in seeking prices from the operators." On
24 May at page 4015 he stated: "I was not involved in the process; therefore, I do not
know what took place.' However, there seems to be some contradiction with those
statements. A draft memo dated 16 May 1995 states that on 11 April 1995 the Minister
was sent a set of briefing notes. In that set of briefing notes is the scenario of Stateships
moving to contract non-union stevedoring labour. We are told that it will be an affront to
the Maritime Union of Australia and what the union is likely to do by way of reprisal to
that. We are told also that additionally there is likely to be a stevedoring contract in
place between Stateships and Fremantle Stevedores. One is left to wonder how the
General Manager of Stateships suddenly came across that sort of information. Fremantle
Stevedores had existed for only 13 or 14 days; however, it was likely to be awarded the
contract.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: This is before the tender went out?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes. This is on 11 April; the tender did not go out until 1 March.
However, we were already told who was likely to win the contract. We are told also how
an industrial dispute would develop and how matters would be raised under section 162
of the Industrial Relations Act in regard to that. We are told how Mr Buckeridge, after
waiting for 72 hours, would be able to sue people under the secondary boycott
legislation. We are not talking about something which was pie in the sky. We are
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talking about a plan being contrived and a conspiracy being enacted between Stateships
and Fremantle Stevedores. However, it does not end there. Apparently there would be
an outcome and the Federal Government would be involved. There would be pressure
from shippers and owners whose cargo and vessels were delayed as a consequence of the
dispute.
We have heard the Minister lampoon the union movement, and the maritime workers of
Australia, many times. What did the Acting CEO of Stateships say about its relationship
with the union? He said -

Stateships has always enjoyed a particularly good relationship with the maritime
unions, even during the course of the present 6 per cent wage claim. Any future
cooperation to change shipboard management practices may be discounted.

Hon A.J.G. MacTiemran: It is not as if the general manager was a Labor appointee.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hardly, having worked for a former Liberal federal Opposition
spokesperson. The document goes on to say that the Government would face losses of
$10 000 a day per vessel with regard to Stateships. It refers to the potential cost to the
State and the nation. It refers to millions of dollars -

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Would Hendy have done that?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I do not know. The document stated that stevedoring in
Fremantle cost Stateships $2.5m in the last financial year. It stated that we were likely to
stay close to that by negotiating a better stevedoring agreement with Patricks through the
general agent.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: What a joke.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is a joke.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Which documents are you referring to?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am happy to table the documents when I finish, but it is the
Minister's document. The cover page is headed "Draft only: Stateships". The document
to which I am specifically referring is attached to that and the Minister received a copy of
it. Again, it refers to Stateships and is headed "Confidential. Fremantle Stevedores". It
is dated I11 April and it comprises briefing notes.
The Minister said that he was never involved with any operators. However, under FOI,
we find a facsimile from BAAC Pty Ltd to Mr Chris Neale, the Director of Operations,
Mediterranean Shipping Company (Aust) Pty Ltd. I remind the Minister of the comment"lor in seeking advice from the operators". BAAC Pty Ltd states -

Our guarantees provided to you in our meeting with yourself, Mr Dayton and
myself, as to goods in and out of the stevedoring area, actual stevedoring
performance and if need be vessel crewing -

That relates back to the other document, and here is the conspiracy coming forward
again -

_ all apply as discussed and have been addressed confidentially to the Hon
Minister -

That is, the "no hands have touched this one" Minister. The document also states -

The performance of Stateships which will have the effect of proving that this
Government's restructuring of Stateships is to the substantial benefit of the
Western Australian economy.

In spite of the fact that it might cost the State and the nation millions of dollars,
presumably Mr Buckeridge had the temerity to add that little comment. It was obviously
going to be of significant benefit to Mr Buckeridge.
Hon E.J. Charlton: If it were going to be a significant benefit to him, how could he do it
for $500 000 less than the others?
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan: They were paying wages; he does not pay wages.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: This is a conspiracy. The Minister for Transport can say what he
likes. He can say that he never touched the matter but his fingerprints are all over it.
That is clear from his own department and from BAAC. In Hansard of 25 May 1995, the
Minister said -

I said to give the contract to the company with the best price and the best service.
In his response, Mr Dayton said -

In strict operational and industrial terms I am unable to recommend the
appointment of BAAC as stevedore to Stateships Fremantle despite the reduction
in stevedoring costs contemplated by the stevedoring proposal.

Why might Mr Dayton say that? Why might he be so cautious when the Minister said
that we would save $500 000? It is all very well to say that Mr Buckeridge will save us
$500 000. The difficulty is that Mr Buckeridge had no equipment and no serviceable
port crane; he could not handle the cargo. Berth No 2 was not large enough and it did not
have enough hoists to unload the vessels. He had no expertise in emergency services or
in the industry. The $500 000 advantage seems pretty silly when someone is really
selling fresh air. Surprisingly, Mr Dayton recommended later that BAAC should get the
contract, but he still warned the Minister - in what was not a draft only document - that
there were problems with BAAC along those lines. That was a mild qualification, but we
know what he originally thought. The situation is unimaginable. Bearing in mind the
importance of stevedoring to our State's economy, how could a stevedoring contract be
given to someone who does not have anything but blue sky to offer? The Government
and the Minister, over the period that I have described, had quite clearly established
BAAC on the wharf to get the contract. The State Supply Commission said that the
tender should have been called for on 5 February. Why was that not done? It is obvious
why that did not happen. BAAC did not have a stevedoring licence then. It did not get
one until 11 March. It did not get a crane until 28 March. It did not have those facilities
at that point. The Minister for Transport has claimed that he did not want to take the
contract from Patricks. He has said -

Stateships and the Government did not want to tender and we did not want a new
stevedoring company. The Government had no intention of changing stevedores.
In fact, the truth is quite the contrary... .It was happy to stay with Patricks even if
it wanted a different rate.

If that was the case, why was it negotiating on 11I April and before with BAAC Pty Ltd -
I am sorry, Fremantle Stevedores; it is really the same company - when it was advised
that BAAC was likely to get the contract? In all honesty, can members see the hypocrisy
in those statements? The Minister said that he did not want a long term contract with
Patricks. Of course he did not. He wanted to set it up for his mate in BAAC. As soon as
BAAC got the contract, it was a two year contract. The logic of that is amazing.

Hon E.J. Charlton: You have forgotten the one thing which you always conveniently
forget: Patricks refused to do the stevedoring. That it is why it went out to tender. If
you leave that out, what you say is very plausible.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Patricks did not refuse to do the stevedoring and the Minister
knows that. Patricks wanted a long term contract like BAAC wanted. The only
difficulty was that the Minister would not give it to Patricks because it was not the
preferred tenderer. As in every other case in Stateships, the non-preferred tenderer did
not get the contract to operate. In the second case, Ocean Freeway won by a mile, but it
did not get the contract. On the third occasion, with the Sina, Ocean Freeway won but it
did not get the contract. The whole of the Stateships' situation has been a set up from
whoa to go. We just have to consider the facts which are starting to become self-evident.
I do not care what the numbers are over there; as time passes, we will continue down this
path of exposing this Minister and the conspiracy he is involved in.

[Continued next page.]
[Questions without notice taken.]
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSION ON
GOVERNMENT

Fourth Report Tabling
Hon Barry House presented the fourth report of the Joint Standing Committee on the
Commission on Government, and on his motion it was resolved -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
[See paper No 741.]

STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION
Thirty-fifth Report on Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Bill Tabling

Hon Derrick Tomnlinson reported that he had been directed to present the Thirty-fifth
Report of the Standing Committee on Legislation relating to the Consumer Credit
(Western Australia) Bill, and on his motion it was resolved -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
[See paper No 742.]

MOTION - MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, CALL FOR RESIGNATION
OVER STATESHIPS ISSUES

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [5.35 pm]: By
way of interjetion, the Minister for the Environment accused me of being paranoid about
this matter. I have no paranoia. However, I do like to know the facts. I have established
that the Minister for Transport was aware on I11 April that BAAC Pty Ltd was likely to
be awarded the contract; that he was advised that operationally the company was not in a
position to fulfil the contract; that there would be considerable delays, and that industrial
chaos in this nation would be the result of the decision. This is the Minister who together
with the Premier said, after the latest blockade in this State, that it was horrendous to
support that sort of industrial action. However, the Minister for Transport has been
caught red-handed promoting this sort of industrial action. He gave us the answer during
question time. He said that he did not meet with Mr Buckeridge once; he met with him
on a number of occasions regarding this matter. I will be specific: The Minister for
Transport met with Mr Buckeridge regarding guarantees on how goods would come in
and out of the stevedoring area; the stevedoring performance, and the possibility of
crewing Stateships. These matters were discussed with the Minister for Transport
according to BAAC Pty Ltd, but the Minister has the temerity to say that he was not
involved.
Hon E.J. Charlton: In the tendering process.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He was not seeking advice. Of course the Minister was involved.
He was up to his eyeballs in the tendering process. Silly Minister!
The draft memorandum is of interest. Whether the Minister saw the draft memorandum
is uncertain, but we know that he saw the confidential briefing note attached to it. We
know that Buckeridge in his correspondence with the general agent refers to Mr Dayton's
criticisms in the draft memo. It seems that the Minister may not have seen the draft
memo. Everyone else was discussing it, and the Minister was aware of what was going
on, and what the potential cost would be. We have been able to establish that the
situation was chaotic on the wharves; the company did not have the ability to move any
cargo with any haste - if that is not an underestimation of enormous proportion in
response to BAAC's inability to do anything.
I return to what was said about the infamous tendering process. The Minister for
Transport has attempted to say that it was not really that bad. Let us consider how bad
was the situation according to the State Supply Commission report. It states -

By MSC's Director Operations own admission, "~. . . the request was not a
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'tender', due to the limited time involved, but a request to quote . . .' Offers were
received and negotiated over a period of 17 days with no formal specifications,
tender documentation or closing date.

That was it. The deal was done through the fax machine and over the telephone. Even
more surprisingly, when the contract was ratified on 18 May by the Western Australian
Coastal Shipping Commission, again that was done by telephone. We heard the
announcement regarding the State Supply Commission inquiry into this matter before the
board physically met to ratify the contract. My God, what a disgrace! Even the official
version about the contract states -

Management has concerns about the industrial implications ...
BAAC have only limited equipment in place at this stage to handle cargo,
although they have indicated that this could be readily sourced from the Eastern
States.
Portainer crane is yet to be overhauled and can not handle FEU's ...
BAAC inability to handle heavy lifts over 35 tonnes....

On this occasion we notice that the recommendation is positive. The Minister knew of
the situation beforehand. It is clear that this tender was likely to cause considerable
delay, yet it went ahead at enormous cost.
Hon E.J. Charlton: What has been the cost of delays since then?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have no idea.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Do you think that Buckeridge is to blame for all the problems? Is it
any wonder that today your mates on Christmas and Cocos Islands will not load a ship?
They are your union mates, but of course you have no idea!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I would not know what the Minister is talking about, nor would I
trust what he is saying.
These documents and the Minister's responses in this place indicate that the Minister's
handling of the matter has been appalling. On page 4 of The West Australian of
Thursday, 25 May Mr Dayton is quoted. The article reads -

Stateships acting general manager Chris Dayton said he has been satisfied during
the tender process that BAAC was capable of carrying out the work.
"They tendered for stevedoring, so we were under the assumption they could do
the work."

There are some very unparliamentary words for this, which I am sure, Mr Deputy
President, you know. It is not the truth. It is not the truth from the words of Mr Dayton
himself. He details in a memorandum, either the draft or one some days later, and some
days after he spoke to the Press, a list of reasons for concern that Buckeridge could not
do the job.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Do you think that Mr Buckeridge would have been able to do the
job?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He would not have been able to do the job.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Why did the unions stop him if they believed he could not do the job?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Let us not get to red herrings. A conspiracy was lined up inch by
inch. The Government could not begin the tender process of 5 February because BAAC
was not ready.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Why did Patricks refuse?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Patricks wanted a long term contract. How many times do I have
to tell the Minister?
Hon E.J. Charlton: They played into my hands and his union mob got it; that is why.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: There is no justification at all for that outrageous comment. As I
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have said before, the Minister should say that outside and find himself sued off the face
of the earth.
Hon E.J. Charlton: The union mob took over.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister will try to blame everybody else, but he knows
what happened.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Of course I do.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He went through the process of appointing a general agent. Why
he would want to appoint a general agent is beyond me.
Hon E.J. Charlton: We intended to keep Stateships going, unlike your mob.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He wanted to distance himself and Stateships from this decision.
He appointed a general agent on 27 April and the tendering process started on 1 May.
The State Supply Commission said it should not have waited for the general agent to be
appointed. Therefore, the only reason for the appointment of a general agent was to
distance the decision and hand it to Buckeridge and so from the Government to a third,
independent party.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Go outside the Parliament and say that.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I think I have said it.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: This whole thing is a perpetual distortion of one fact upon
another. The Minister knows it, because how else can he come in here and say, "I was
never involved in this; I did not speak to these people", and then we find out that he did?
Of course he was involved in the process.
It is fair to say that we as the Opposition and probably the public have the impression that
this Government originally said it would retain Stateships with a four ship service to the
north west, the Kimberley and Asian ports. It was reported in the daily commercial news
that all four Stateships vessels would be sent to South East Asia via the north west, with
one vessel making regular calls at Christmas and Cocos Islands. The shipping line would
also include the south west port of Bunbury in its new sailing schedule. Then the
coalition policy was stated to be to ensure the full involvement of Stateships in our state
development strategy to promote more direct exports from the Kimberley primary
industry area to South East Asian markets.
The Minister said in this place -

The commitment by the Government is to maintain Stateships under Government
management until at least the end of 1996.

The Minister said again -

The Government came to office committed to maintaining Stateships' service to
the north of the State, despite the cost of maintaining the service.

He also said -

No shipping line, certainly not a small regional operator, could bear the fixed debt
burden of these loan payments. The Government continued to seek initiatives to
help offset this burden. . .. a quotation from BAAC Pty Ltd offered to cut half a
million dollars off Stateships' stevedoring bill.

Austins offered to cut off $6m, but that is not good enough. We can take $500 000 of
BAAC's, but nobody else's.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is totally wrong. That is how loose you are with the truth.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have the facts.
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Hon E.J. Charlton: You have the fiction with your little Marco Lucido,
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have what the Minister and Price Waterhouse said. I know the
facts about this matter. The Minister does not.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You seem incapable of reading the truth.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister said that not only did he have no intention of
closing Stateships but also a positive commitment to its orderly transformation to an
organisation that would provide a proper service to the people of the north west.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is absolutely right.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: My colleague, the Minister for Transport, says that is absolutely
right, but let us have a little look at how good he was at providing that.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Who stopped Stateships running, Mr Halden?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister did. He conspired with Buckeridge to do it.

Hon E.J. Charlton: Your mates lost their jobs. Serve them right.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He conspired.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: They are a bunch of fifth columnists.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon Sam Piantadosi interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Withdrawal of Remark

Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Mr Deputy President -

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessary to make a point of order. Hon
Sam Piantadosi will withdraw that remark.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I said he was a cook.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You cannot tell the truth either.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I will see you outside, Eric. As a point of clarification,
Mr Deputy President, I said he was a cook. He was that interested that Hon Bill Stretch
had to direct his attention to the remark. I said he was a cook but if he took it to be a
crook, I withdraw.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let us do without the interjections from the Minister and
members.

Debate Resumed
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We have seen that the first tender to operate did not go to the
lowest bidder; the second tender to manage did not go to the lowest bidder in spite of
million dollar saving opportunities in both. However, a $500 000 or $250 000 tender
based on Stateships' own assessment went to Buckeridge. It was successful in a
tendering process which was not a real tendering process. It did not go to the lowest
tenderer. On 21 March the Premier of Western Australia received an offer in regard to
Stateships.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: Too good to refuse?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It sounded like a good offer to me.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: What would you know about a good offer? You would know
nothing about a good offer or a bad offer because you have had no experience
whatsoever. How dare you stand up in here and say it was a good offer.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: If we have a little quiet here and I can continue [ will be happy.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I always thought -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You are not only intellectually bankrupt but commercially bankrupt
too.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am not a cretin like the member. Why does the member not
close his mouth?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! We will have some order when I ask for order.
The two standard rules for debate are that comments come through the Chair and there
are no interjections.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The offer was made to the Government of Western Australia to
retain the entire four ships on the service run. I will look for all the information so that
members will be well acquainted with events. The objectives were to retain four ships; to
purchase all of the containers that Stateships had leased up until the previous year; to
purchase the head office of Stateships; and to retain Australian crew on the ships and a
large number of the white collar staff of Stateships. Does the Minister think he can
understand that? The offer was made of a $10.5m subsidy per year for the north west
service for five years - the same service, the same frequency and the lot. If the
Government kept running that service for the five year period, based on the annual
operating cost of Stateships plus the leasing arrangements and plus what the ships would
be worth at the end of that leasing arrangement, it would have cost the Government
approximately $1 12m. Somebody else was offering to do that at a cost to the
Government of $8 1m. Those people would have bought the ships off the Government for
a minimum of $5m.
Hon E.J. Charlton: The Government did not own the ships.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is right. They would have bought them from Westpac for
$5m. The Government is out of it. That is exactly what has happened, but the
Government and the people of Western Australia do not have the ships or the service.
The arrangement the Premier was offered would have saved approximately $31 m. It was
an arrangement, by the way, that was bank guaranteed. The Government said no, and not
surprisingly it was not Mr Buckeridge.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: What did you do when you were in power?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We are not talking about me and I will not be sidetracked. There
was an offer of a $3 1 m saving, and we would have the same service, but the Government
said no. It is very interesting to see the erudite comments of the Premier and the Minister
for Transport in relation to this matter. The Minister for Transport advised that there was
no economic benefit in this decision for the State of Western Australia, despite the fact
that he then did exactly what was proposed and we ended up having to pay out the
money, but we have no service, except, of course for the Sina. The Premier wrote back
on 1 May giving a commitment that Stateships would be maintained by the Government
as a government service until the end of 1996.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is right.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister for Transport said that there was no financial
benefit in this. He wrote back on 9 May, as this tender process was going on, having
been advised of this initially in January, and said that there was no economic benefit in it.
Hon Ross Lightfoot has slagged off at me on this. Does he believe that there is some
economic benefit in that? The answer is yes and he knows it.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: I am not taking anything that you say seriously.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: The member does not have to. I do not take anything that the
Minister says very seriously these days, either. The Minister stated -

The examination suggests the proposal provided limited benefit to the
Government.

One could read that any number of ways. The Premier stated -

While the Government will continue to review the Stateships situation from time
to time, it was decided on 28 November 1994 that the existing commitment to
Stateships until the end of 1996 be maintained with continued government
management.

What can one say about this issue? How many times do I have to bring it up and show
that there has to be something going wrong when offers that involve the saving of many
millions of dollars are turned down by this Government? Then an offer to save
$250 000 - the company concerned has no equipment at the moment to do the job - is
accepted by this Government on the dodgiest tender process imaginable, and this all
happened by fax.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is right.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: This was done with no tender documents or specifications in a
series of events which, when lined up one after the other, blind Freddy would know what
was going on. This Government, having done all of that, when it is given an offer to
continue the service as it is - with a bank guarantee, five years' current service and rates
negotiated with the Government in terms of increases on those rates, retaining jobs and
avoiding industrial conflict, and saving $31 m - says no.
Hon E.J. Charlton: We have saved $1l00m; we got out of it for $29m.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Government did not get out of it for $29m and the Minister
knows that.
Hon E.J. Charlton: We got rid of 100 of your mates at the same time.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes, that is very good; that is what the Government wanted to
do - to get rid of 100 of my mates. The Minister has just said that and that is dead right.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That was the end result and they brought it on themselves.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: No, the Minister brought it on. It is clear that the Minister knew
exactly what was going on -

Hon E.J. Charlton: And if they keep on going, a few more will go.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am not interested in that. I will deal with this particular
process. How can members opposite possibly support a situation like this? The Minister
has been in more trouble than Ned Kelly over Stateships, not just on this issue but a
whole range of other issues. Members cannot allow this Minister to continue to run
rampant through an organisation like this and the Department of Transport and not pull
him to heel.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Tell us about the changes to Westrail, MetroBus, the port, and the air
freight business that are going on.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We have tried time and time again to point out what is going on.
However, members opposite use their numbers here to perpetually block us. The reality
is that people are starting to work it out. This is not the first instalment. Members
opposite do not have to support the Opposition tonight or the next time a motion such as
this is moved. However, the next lot of FOI documents are being sifted through at the
moment and more are on their way. If those documents are as good as these documents
have been, the Minister will have more trouble.
Any reasonable assessment of what this Minister has done can lead to only one
conclusion; that is, that he has not acted properly as a Minister or in the interests of the
State when provided with opportunities to do so - and he has had a number of
opportunities. How many more does he want?
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Hon E.J. Charlton: I do not need any more.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: On every occasion, when it was not BAAC, when there was more
money to be saved, the contract did not go to the lowest tenderer. People who now want
to import from and export to Indonesia, because of a void caused by the removal of
Stateships, are facing an enormous increase in charges. In many cases they must use air
freight rather than shipping and the services are far more irregular.
Hon E.J. Charlton: What about Christmas Island and Cocos Island? Tell us about the
ship laid up at Fremantle because your mates will not load it.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The decisions of this Minister have not only burdened the people
in the north west and the Kimberley but also have quite clearly burdlened an enormous
number of other people in our community. There is only one conclusion that an objective
House can come to about the comments of this Minister, that is, that there are
irreconcilable differences between what the Minister has said in here and what the FOT
documents contain. There are also quite clear differences between what the Minister said
was the future of Stateships in the north west, the Kimberley and South East Asia, and
what he did when provided with an opportunity to ensure its future - he turned it down.
This House can take only one course of action and there is no doubt that that is exactly
what will happen. I hope that the House will support this motion.
I know that on a number of occasions members opposite have been somewhat keen to
look at my documentation and I am only too delighted to provide it. I seek leave to table
the documents that I have on this matter.
Leave granted. [See paper No 743.]
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I commend the motion to the House. It is time the Minister for
Transport became a backbencher. He has made a mockery of accountable government
and Stateships, and he has to go.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I will be going later on.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes, you will be; do not worry about that.
Debate adjourned to a later stage, on motion by Hon Kim Chance.
[See p.9598.1

Sitting suspended from 6.00 ro 7.30 pm

POLICE AMENDMENT BILL
Comzmittee

Resumed from 19 October. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Murray
Montgomery) in the Chair; Hon George Cash (Leader of the House) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 3: Part IVA inserted -
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered.
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS: Hon Nick Griffiths, who has been handling the Bill for the
Opposition, has been briefed, and I have been taking a fairly close interest in the Bill.
We are now pretty happy with the Bill. I invite the Minister to expand his argument
about the body corporate. If we are happy with his comments, we will have no other
matters to discuss.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Clause 3 contains, in part, proposed section 39B, which deals
with contracts for advertising using police property, and which states -

The Commissioner of Police, with the approval of the Minister may, on behalf of
the State, enter into a written contract under which police property specified in the
contract can be used for the purposes of advertising in return for money, goods or
services.

In essence, Hon Graham Edwards' question is, "Why can't the Commissioner of Police
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enter into that contract by himself, and why does he require the approval of the Minister
for Police?" As I mentioned in passing when we previously discussed the Bill, the
Commissioner of Police is not a body corporate. As has been explained in legal advice
from the Crown Solicitor's office, the Commissioner of Police as such is nothing more
than a title for a particular job within the Western Australia Police Force. The title itself
does not empower the Commissioner of Police to enter into contracts. Any contract
entered into by the Commissioner of Police using that title alone and not some other
authority would not in essence bind the Police Force or the State. In fact, the
Commissioner of Police would act as a private individual.
That was the situation with the trust account set up some years ago by the former
Commissioner of Police, wherein he and certain other persons were signatories to a trust
account. It has since been found that they act in their private capacity, and the former
Commissioner of Police does not act in the capacity of Commissioner of Police as such.
That having been pointed out, it was important that the matter be rectified so that, in part,
the police helicopter could continue to be sponsored.
The reason that the Commissioner of Police is required to act on the approval of the
Minister is that the Minister for Police is a body corporate; that is, he has power to enter
into contracts on behalf of himself and can commit the State. The commissioner needs
the Minister's approval because the Minister, in giving his approval, empowers the
Commissioner of Police and provides him with the necessary authority to bind the State.
Clearly, with the contracts that have been discussed, it is the intention that the State
should be bound, along with the other parties, to the terms of any contract, and the
necessary authority is required. That is the reason.
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), and passed.

POISONS AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Order of the Day read for the resumption of debate from 18 October.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Murray Montgomery) in the Chair;
Hon Peter Foss (Minister for the Environment) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1: Short title -
Hon KIM CHANCE: After I had finished my contribution to the second reading debate,
a further matter came to my notice - it had been in the public arena previously but had not
come to my notice - and this is the first opportunity I have had to draw it to the attention
of members. I made my contribution to the second reading debate on Tuesday,
17 October. Afterwards I noted an article in The West Australian of 16 October on page
26, under the heading "ACTU warning over chemicals". This article is extremely
relevant to the issue and I do not understand how I missed it in the context of the debate,
because the heading is extremely clear. The article deals with the hazards of toxins in the
workplace. I would never have dreamed that such hazards existed, and I find the whole
thing most frightening. I will briefly quote some of the relevant parts of the article -

ACTU president-elect Jennie George says it is seldom recognised that more
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people die from exposure to hazardous substances in the workplace than die on
the roads each year.

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Does that include cigarette smokers?
Hon KIM CHANCE: I do not think so. The article continues -

Ms George, speaking at yesterday's launch of the union movement's first national
hazardous chemicals awareness campaign to coincide with new legislation, said
unions estimated about 2500 Australians died each year as a result of chemical
exposure.
"Legislation is about to be implemented in every State which will clearly set out
the rights and responsibilities of everyone in the workplace when dealing with
hazardous chemicals," she said.

Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Does that include the delayed reaction to some substances?
Hon KIM CHANCE: I imagine it must.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Some would be the result of exposure to substances 20 or
30 years previously.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Asbestos related diseases are an example of that.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Deaths from road accidents are fairly immediate.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The numbers are the numbers each year, although the substances
may have done their damage decades earlier. The article continues -

As part of the campaign the ACTU has identified workers as diverse as welders,
clothing machinists, shearers, fruit growers, hairdressers, funeral workers, nurses,
construction workers and printers who have been injured or are sick from using
chemicals in the workplace.

It is interesting that the mining industry is not included in that group, because that
industry would obviously be responsible for asbestos related diseases. The article
continues -

Ms George said the national campaign was aimed at all workers.
"Whether they work with detergents, shampoos, glues, paints, garden sprays and
solvents - all workers have a right to know what substances they are working with
and what the risks are," she said.

I do not need to go much further, although the article is extremely interesting. It brings
to mind one change in the workplace in the use of a substance with which I am familiar.
When lead was removed from paint, one of the industrial paints affected was automotive
paint. Lead was replaced in automotive paints in the two-pack system by the chemical
group of isocyanates. These chemicals in the workplace are so deadly that many more
people will be killed from the use of them, or exposure to them because they can
penetrate some distance into neighbouring workplaces. The isocyanates used to replace
lead will have a worse effect on worker safety than did lead.
This is a very timely occasion on which to remind ourselves of the dangers. I refer to the
issue raised by Ms George and reported in the article, about the legislation being
implemented in each State. Obviously, the Bill before the Committee is not the
legislation to which she refers. I ask the Minister for some assistance in that regard.
Hon PETER FOSS: It is probably fair to say that most of the debate on this Bill has not
been on the matters to which this Bill is directed. A number of gateway Acts relate to
some of the substances, and some other downstream Acts deal with their more particular
use. One of the gateway Acts is the Therapeutic Goods Act of the Commonwealth which
deals with the import of those substances into this country. Obviously if it does not
comply with that Act, it does not get into this country. The Poisons Act classifies and
states the circumstances under which those substances may be released to the public. It
has the capacity, particularly by regulation, to impose conditions on such things as
labelling, use, and the processes needed for it to get into the hands of people. The classic
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example is poisons for consumption that require a licence to be held and dispensed. In
the case of drugs, a prescription is required from a qualified person, normally a doctor,
although veterinary surgeons and others also have that capacity. Particular Acts deal
with usage of agricultural and veterinary chemicals. The Occupational Safety and Health
Act has an overarching capacity to deal with anything that affects that issue.
The Poisons Act is a gateway Act more than anything else. For instance, some of the
things that can be picked up, not necessarily in the Act but in the regulations, are permits
and licences, conditions and restrictions on misuse of licence and permits, the labelling of
containers and the warnings and restrictions on retail sale. Many different poisons
require particular dealing, which is specifically related to them. Interestingly enough, I
notice that regulations which adopt the "Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs
and Poisons No 9" for certain paints already exist under our current regulations.
Hon Kim Chance: That would be because of isocyanides.
Hon PETER FOSS: For instance, the regulations set out requirements for dealing with a
paint that contains a substance listed in the first, second or third schedule of part P to the
SUSDP. Other Acts deal with different kinds of scheduled poisons, such as drugs of
addiction and so forth. This is a gateway Act. It has the capacity to control, but it is a
licensing control more than anything else. It governs the sale of these substances, and
other Acts govern usage and so forth.
Hon Kim Chance: Spray paint would be dealt with under the Factories and Shops Act.
Hon PETER FOSS: The member may very well be correct on that, and if I had my notes
I could give him the names of those other Acts. This is one of a number of gateway Acts
and each one deals with particular circumstances of use. As well as being a gateway Act
it is also the principal Act which deals with drugs for human consumption, prescriptions
and so forth. A lot of the content is in the regulations rather than in the Act.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I know that the detail of the Bill is in the regulations;
however, what Hon Kim Chance has alluded to raises new ground. We talked about
information that became available a week or so ago. The difficult part about some of the
areas that Hon Kim Chance covered, and through interjection by Hon Derrick Tomlinson
in contesting the figures given on the number of people who had died from exposure to
chemicals and poisons over a period, is that we have no way of collating that information
because the effects are spread over a period, unlike road death statistics, which are easily
collated.
A number of problems exist in other areas with chemicals and also acids and gases, the
effect of which is not recorded. The Minister will realise that even what is proposed
probably will not be sufficient to rid us of the problem. We are reacting to problems that
have occurred over time, rather than initiating some preventive measures. I have raised
concerns about what has occurred in the horticulture area in both orchards and market
gardens. The Gnangara mound is affected because of the movement of those poisons in
the ground water that is being drawn from that mound. Market gardens have large pumps
which spray contaminated water into the air. I draw the Minister's attention to an article
in this morning's newspaper about contaminated bore water in Bellevue. The article is
headed "Bore users get cancer warning". These contaminants have been in the ground
over a long period. In the past there were no guidelines on their handling, and we are
experiencing the problems now.
Hon Peter Foss: It was thought to be an environmentally satisfactory approach at the
time.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Obviously they were wrong.
Hon Peter Foss: Too right.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Rather than reacting we should be trying to prevent this from
happening. We need to go one step further. Obviously the Minister, who has held the
Health portfolio, knows the real problems and the health dangers posed by these
chemicals. The article in this morning's The West Australian alludes to toxins in the
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ground which could be carcinogenic. That is a real concern. How many other residential
areas which were once tip sites are affected by these chemicals? Spearwood is an
example. We just do not know. Where will we go with future legislation? I fully
appreciate the Minister's efforts with these controls; unfortunately, we are continually
dogged by what has occurred in the past and we are not aware of the inherent dangers
from what has happened in the past. Action was taken in the past to bury these
problems - the out of sight, out of mind mentality reigned. There are many other areas
similar to the one in Bellevue, and I think I mentioned the one in the Gnangara pine
plantation. I am concerned that the new housing estate of Ellenbrook, which is forever
expanding, will draw water from that liquid waste dump. We should endeavour to get rid
of such sites.
Hon PETER FOSS: I appreciate the remarks made by Hon Sam Piantadosi, and I think
in previous debate I have accepted his suggestion that monitoring is necessary to obtain
epidemiological evidence of the harm which chemicals can cause to people, and I have
asked for that to be passed on to the Minister in charge. In regard to polluted sites, the
Environmental Protection Act is quite effective in preventing pollution. We do not have
an effective legal regime for cleaning up pollution. The member may not be aware - and
I would be happy to get him a copy of it if he is not, or wants it - of a paper that I put out
well over a month ago on how legislation can deal with polluted sites. That paper sets
out the problem and the way in which it is dealt with in other places in the world, poses a
number of different legislative regimes in regard to how we can handle it, and asks the
public to comment on what it thinks is the appropriate regime for Western Australia.
One of the principal factors involved is a liability regime and the capacity to ensure,
firstly, that people are warned, and, secondly, that there is a process by which pollution
can be cleaned up and by which that clean up can be paid for. One of the big problems at
the moment, which shows up in the piece of paper which the member has just given me,
is that Dr Ottaway said he did not know at this stage who would pay for a clean up.
There is a very good reason for that; namely, the law is less than helpful in that regard.
We have had a very valuable debate, and all of the points which have been raised are
matters about which we should all be legitimately concerned. However, I suggest that
that relates strictly to other legislation. This Bill has a narrow compass. It seeks to deal
with the current legislation in regard to the declaration and classification of poisons and
to change the way in which the schedules are updated. It also makes a few consequential
amendments. The use of poisons in the workplace and in agriculture is dealt with in
other legislation, but it is not legislation for which I am responsible, and I am not sure
that if we examined that legislation, we would be entirely satisfied with it. In the course
of preparing for this debate, I have not examined that legislation in huge detail to see
whether it is effective or has defects. The matters raised by the member do not fall
within the compass of this Bill, but if the member is interested in following them up, I
would be happy to give him a copy of the discussion paper to which I referred. We are
definitely seeking public comment on that paper because it is a matter which the
Parliament will have to tackle. I do not suggest for one moment that it will be an easy
matter to tackle, but the time has come when we must tackle the matters which the
member raised, and the Government intends to do that. I do not expect it will be easy to
obtain public unanimity on that matter because there will clearly be a division between
people who currently own polluted sites and those who do not. There will be a big
monetary difference between quite a lot of those people, depending upon how we make
the decision.
The point made in this clause is whether we should regulate poisons by adopting on an
automatic basis the Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs and Poisons. It is not
that we have ignored the SUSDP and have now decided to follow it. For some years, it
has been followed by the Minister making orders which amend the schedules and give
effect to alterations that have taken place in the SUSDP.
Hon Alannah MacTiernan referred to doctors who wished to obtain authorisation to
prescribe a particular schedule 8 drug. That is already possible under the regulations.
The Therapeutic Goods Administration cannot overrule the States in regard to some of
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these matters. The Commonwealth's constitutional responsibility seems to be limited to
merely the importation of drugs.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: That is not right. That is not what the TGA approval is for.
Hon PETER FOSS: I think it is. We do not believe the TGA has the capacity to govern
constitutionally the dispensing of drugs within the State. Leaving that aside, the process
is fairly uniform, and under the regulations it would be possible for a doctor to receive
the approval to which the member referred. 1 will see whether I can find the regulation
that deals with that.
Hon A.J.G. MacTieman: I outlined a series of questions with which I understood the
Minister would deal.
Hon PETER FOSS: I had that, but unfortunately someone has been clearing up my desk
and it has vanished. It was in here but it is no longer in here.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: I will wait until we get to clause 8.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 7 put and passed.
Clause 8: Sections 20, 21 and 21A repealed and sections substituted -
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As I understand it, the therapeutic goods legislation relates
not only the importation of products, but also material produced within Australia. It
provides for determining whether certain substances can be used for therapeutic
purposes. It is not correct to say that in this sense the Therapeutic Goods Administration
acts merely as a gateway to allow importation.
Hon PETER FOSS: Regulation 51G(l)(a) of the poisons regulations provides that a
medical practitioner shall not supply, issue, write or authorise a prescription for
Dronabinol unless that practitioner has been authorised to do so by the secretary of the
commonwealth Department of Human Services and Health under section 19 of the
commonwealth Therapeutic Goods Act. Under the Poisons Act that is the only reason an
authorisation from the Commonwealth would be effective. It would not otherwise be
effective, because the Commonwealth has the capacity to legislate on the prescription of
drugs in Western Australia.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Has an informal arrangement been entered into between the
Health Department and the TGA such that approval will be given for Dronabinol only for
AIDS related diseases?
Hon. PETER FOSS: I am not aware of any limitation on their capacity to give that
authority.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am aware that there is no official limitation. The concern
is whether an informal arrangement has been entered into. This causes some concern
because if there is no such arrangement it leaves open for many neurologists the capacity
to get approval for Dronabinol from the TGA for non-HIV conditions. My concern is the
suggestion from a number of sources that we do not have to deal just with the legislative
framework, but also unofficial understandings that have been entered into.
Hon PETER FOSS: The people instructing me are not aware of that. One of those
persons is the chief pharmacologist. I do not know whether outside the official channels
somebody else has made that arrangement; however, the people responsible for it in the
department are not aware of that.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The other substance in which I have a particular interest isNabilone - a synthetic tetrahydrocannabinol substance. What equivalent regulation
would apply in Western Australia to the prescription of that drug, which it has been
established is useful both for the control of multiple sclerosis and the containment of the
symptoms of glaucoma? From the way schedule 8 is set out it seems that Nabilone,
because it has a different chemical formulation, is not to be considered within Delta 9
THC.
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Hon PETER FOSS: We have been unable to find a specific regulation dealing with that.
It would be covered by the special provisions relating to drugs of addiction. They
generally have the effect of requiring certain provisions to take place. Some are
specifically mentioned, such as many of the opium derivatives. Regulation 51lF(I) states
that a medical practitioner shall not write, issue or authorise a prescription or document
or supply a drug of addiction for the treatment of a person other than a drug addict for a
period in excess of 60 days, or for periods that in the aggregate over the preceding
12 months exceed 60 days, or for a course of treatment exceeding 60 days, unless he has
first obtained written authorisation to do so from the Commissioner of Health. A drug
addict is specifically defined in the regulations as well. Others relate specifically to
amphetamines, with exceptions in the case of narcolepsy, brain damage, people under
18 years of age with a behavioural disorder, and opiates. Regulation 51F is the only one
I can pick that would affect the general right to prescribe.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Does the more specific not override the general? Could it
be argued that regulation 5 1G supersedes that?
Hon Peter Foss: You could argue that. However, you could argue also the two as being
inconsistent: One states that you cannot prescribe at all; the other says that you can
prescribe drugs of ,addiction, but not in excess of 60 days. I can understand your
argument. I thought that if you wanted to prescribe for more than 60 days, you would
need the- commissioner's approval.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The Minister has raised a couple of points which I will
explore in a moment. In the case of Nabilone, if the TGA approved its use under one of
its exemption categories, that drug could be used without further approval, provided that
one did not seek to use it for in excess of 60 days. There is no requirement for a short
term trial or dosage. That would not require approval.
Hon Peter Foss: No, but we must bear in mind that this relates to 60 days in the
preceding 12 months. There cannot be a series of short term uses as the provision relates
to the 60 days within any 12 month period and that is covered by section 5 IF.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: My concern relates to the inappropriate definition of use
and abuse and the inappropriate use of the term "drug of addiction".
Hon PETER FOSS: So far, no-one has been approved by the Commonwealth to
prescribe Dronabinol in this State. We think that the provision has just been passed.
Once that is confirmed, it would be removed from the 60 day rule under the regulations.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan: I think that the Minister may have some further comments to
make on this.
Hon PETER FOSS: We must bear in mind that the regulations will be updated as a result
of these changes. There will be more rationalisation between the various Acts and
approvals. There has not been much experience, even with Dronabinol. What is
expected to happen is what Hon Alannah MacTiernan expects to happen. Once the drug
is covered by regulation 51G(l)(a), it will be exempt from the regulation 51F provision.
In those circumstances, it would not require the approval of the Commissioner of Health.
As it is currently written, the better view is that regulation 5 IG(1 )(a) does not exempt it
from regulation 51F. It is believed that that would be a consequential change when the
proposal gets going. There has not been much experience with this so far because no-one
in Western Australia has been approved by the Commonwealth Government in this
regard.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As the Minister now has a new adviser with him, I want to
ask the Minister something that I asked him before. I am aware that the exemptions
which have been made possible under the TGA are all very recent. Perhaps the Minister
can clarify my earlier question with his adviser. Have any informal arrangements been
made in relation to the range of conditions in which Dronabinol would be prescribed?
There is some concern that there is an informal arrangement to the effect that it will be
prescribed only for HIV conditions and not available for multiple sclerosis, glaucoma or
other spasticity conditions.
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Hon PETER FOSS: There is no such undertaking between the Commonwealth and the
S tate. However, this drug has not been through the Australian Drug Evaluation
Committee procedures. It has been approved by the United States Food and Drug
Administration for HIV treatment for weight loss. As a result of that FDA approval, the
Commonwealth has decided to approve it in Australia without it going through ADEC.
Because of the nature of the approval in the United States, and because it has not had an
Australian evaluation, some kind of limitation may be placed on it. However, we are not
privy to any intention on their part about that. If that is the case, and we do not know
whether it is, it would be a decision of the Commonwealth alone and not a decision in
any way related to an understanding or requirement of the State.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am pleased that that is the case although I would hate the
United States to be controlling our view about the prescription of these substances.
Hon Peter Foss: It is not that. We have followed our usual procedures for approval.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIIERNAN: I realise that, but that is why we have the four exemptions in
the TGA which allow the use of drugs under certain circumstances. Apart from what the
United States might be doing, a reputable body of scientific literature is available to
support the use of Dronabinol and Nabilone.
Hon Peter Foss: The problem is that the drug has not been through the normal approval
procedures and we are therefore relying on the United States' approval to let it in.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I realise that. Unfortunately, the United States has an
ascendancy here with regard to schedule 8 and schedule 9 drugs which it does not
deserve.
Hon Peter Foss: All I can suggest is that Hon Alannah MacTiernan take the matter up
with her federal colleagues.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am pleased for the reassurances that it is not part of an
arrangement with the State. Given the substantial revamping in the classifications, I
appreciate that, in this, we are just adopting the national standard although presumably
we had some input into the national standard. It amazes me that we are still using terms
of addiction to describe substances like Nabilone and Dronabinol. The evidence that
these are addictive drugs is very marginal. This is not just a question of nicety. The
Minister referred to regulation 51 IF which means that, as the drugs are classified as drugs
of addiction, they are not available for long term prescription for people with conditions
which need those drugs. We are talking not about people who are drug addicts, but
people with separate and independent physiological conditions which require the use of
those substances to allow those people to gain relief.
It is depressing to see that, even in this day and age, we cling to the classifications made
in the United States, no matter how inappropriate they may be. We are denying many
Australians, and many Western Australians, relief from some very disabling conditions.
One of my constituents has an extremely rare condition. I believe only two or three
people in Western Australia have this condition. Two years ago, he was a healthy man
with a successful job. He is now a virtual cripple. His condition is such that he feels he
is in ice water from his toes to his waist. It is a very painful and debilitating condition
and he has not been able to gain any relief from traditional drugs. For some time his
neurologist has been seeking approval for him to use a THC based drug. I am pursuing
this point on behalf of not only him, but also a range of people in Western Australia who
are crying out for a window of sanity in the attitude of members of Parliament towards
these drugs. It is depressing that we are still persisting with terms such as drug of
addiction and lumping in with that anything which seems to be a drug which offends the
drug enforcement agencies in the United States regardless of whether these drugs are
addictive.
Hon PETER FOSS: I note the points made by the member. However, this is not the time
for the Committee to change the wording. The Standard for the Uniform Scheduling ofDrugs and Poisons uses the word "dependence" rather than "addiction". She is not keenon the use of the word "dependence' although she thinks it is preferable to "addiction".
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In view of its interlinking with other legislation it is beyond the compass of this Bill to
make those changes. It is an argument for another day.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am not entirely sure that is true. If' we are locked into that
terminology we should be looking closely at the use of the term "drug of addiction". I
understand we must accept the terminology of the national standard and I expressed my
objection to the notion that any use of an illicit drug is ipso facto abuse. It is very
unscientific and it ill-behoves legislation like this. Putting that to one side, the
Government has sort to classify all those drugs as drugs of addiction. The consequence is
that we have a provision, such as regulation 51F, which might make sense in relation to
heroin, which one could properly say is a drug of addiction. However, it is totally
inappropriate for a drug like Nabilone which is not a drug of addiction. We are lumping
them together, calling them drugs of addiction and making them subject to regulation 5 IF
on the basis that it is a drug of addiction.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 30 put and passed.
Clause 31: Sections 54 and 55 repealed and sections substituted -
Hon PETER FOSS: In the second reading debate Hon Mark Nevill raised a question
about proposed section 54. A licence for drugs is a licence to a particular person at a
particular premises. The difference between proposed sections 54 and 55 is that
proposed section 54 relates to premises which are licensed by relating to the person who
is licensed and proposed section 55 does not. If an authorised officer is going to a
premises other than a licensed premises he will require a warrant.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 32 to 35 put and passed.
Clause 36: Section 63 amended -

Hon PETER FOSS: In answer to a question raised by Hon Mark Nevill about the
legibility of writing on prescriptions, it is something that could be handled by regulation
and I have asked the Health Department to consider whether it is possible to draft a
regulation that would deal with the legibility of a prescription.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 37 to 43 put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Peter Foss (Minister for the Environment), and
passed.

STRATA TITLES AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 27 September.
HON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [8.38 pm]: The Opposition supports
the improvements that have been made to the strata titles legislation. The Opposition
believes that the Bill in many ways represents a significant improvement to the
legislation and I expect that over time we will continue to refine this legislation as the
circumstances in which people find themselves change. As the formation and usage of
strata lots change we must be prepared to review the legislation to make sure it is coping
with the commercial and real property realities.
I do not wish to be negative because many positive proposals are contained in the
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legislation and I appreciate the amount of work that has obviously gone into developingthe changes and the considerable amount of consultation that has taken place both insideand outside this Parliament. I do not want it to appear that I am giving insufficientrecognition to the work that has been undertaken. However, I will focus on a couple ofareas in which I think some very real problems exist under the current Act and which I donot think have been addressed by this legislation. I have become aware of themi as aresult of problems which constituents have presented to me. One instance involved an
older couple from Melville. I will use this opportunity to express my concern at the waythey were treated by the Melville City Council. In many years of experience in localgovernment and in my work as a solicitor I have not seen a council seemingly conspireagainst an innocent resident and ratepayer as has that council. I understand that wheretwo competing hypotheses, conspiracy or error, exist one should always go for error.However, it is more likely that, considering the overall situation in which this woman,Mrs Dear, found herself, one could only assume at the very least that the council, having
made an error, conspired against her to deny her justice.
She and her husband were living in a strata title unit for many years. The property whichadjoined hers and which shared a joint wall was bought by a young man who seems tohave been well connected with the council. He made various proposals to her about whathe wanted to do with the lot. She said she would not agree to most of them, but at theend of the day they came to some sort of compromise. She signed a set of plans thataltered the structures, which, with her signature, were then submitted to council.Subsequently planning approval was obtained. The applicant for the planning approvalthen submitted another quite different set of plans to the local authority for building
licence approval. There was no signature or evidence of approval of those changedplans. Nonetheless, the council approved the second and altered set of plans without
reference to the interests of the adjoining strata owner. I will not go into all the gorydetail about the breaches of the Builders' Registration Act in which the council wascomplicit, the cover-ups by the council, the way in which Mrs Dear was defamed bycouncil officers, particularly the chief executive officer, or name every agency fromwhom she sought help. It was a very sorry outcome.
However, after a couple of years the matter went before the strata titles referee, beforewhich Mrs Dear was successful. He ordered that the parapet wall that had been erectedwithout any approval from Mrs Dear, and seemingly without approval from council, beremoved. The order of the strata titles referee was then appealed to the District Court.That was dismissed by the judge who found that the person erecting the structure hadfailed to recognise the proper rights and entitlement of his fellow strata title holder.However, the real travesty came when, notwithstanding that the strata titles referee hadgiven an order and that it had been upheld on appeal to the District Court, no mechanism
was in place for enforcing that order. It is a complete nonsense. A woman spent someyears and approximately $15 000 on legal fees to obtain an order that was notenforceable. The only measure available was through the Magistrate's Court undersection 116 of the Strata Titles Act to seek to have a penalty imposed for non-compliance
of the order. Those penalties were minimal at I think about $200 and $20 a day and notworth the cost of the action before the Magistrate's Court.
Hon George Cash: It was even worse; the penalties were $100 and $10 a day.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It must be understood that even if one were convicted undersection 116, there was still no obligation to abide by the order of the strata titles referee.No capacity existed for the strata titles referee or any other agency to directly enforce theorder, in this case remove the offending parapet wall which did not comply with a rangeof fire regulations and building codes and which had a deleterious aesthetic affect on
Mrs Dear's property.
I appreciate that the Minister was aware of this problem and tried to address it byincreasing the penalties under section 116 so that they represented a real deterrent tocontinuing non-compliance. The Opposition certainly supports that. I understand theMinister also sought to give the strata titles referee some power to directly enforce non-monetary orders he had made. That was resisted by the Standing Committee on
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Legislation as a result of an abundance of caution that that would give too much power to
the strata titles referee. I disagree with that concern, given that full appeal rights from
any decision made by the strata tides referee can be made to the District Court. It was
not as though someone who was not a fully qualified judicial officer would be making
errors or unsuitable determinations. They would be always open for scrutiny by the
District Court. From what I understand, the strata titles referee's decisions are frequently
appealed to the District Court, sometimes by vexatious defendants.
In discussions with Mr John Gladstone, who has been liaising between the Minister and
me on this matter, we have arrived at a formulation that seems to provide all the
protections about which the Standing Committee on Legislation may have been
concerned, while providing for the possibility of enforcement of a strata titles referee
non-monetary order. Going back to that principle, it is an absolute nonsense to have an
order that is not enforceable. To ensure that direct enforcement of an order - say, for
example, entering into the premises of a party and removing a wall - is done as a matter
of last recourse, it is proposed in the amendment that the provisions of section 116, the
penalty provisions, must be pursued before any granting of a direct enforcement order
can be made.
Provided this amendment is accepted, the process would be - it is still a very convoluted
and Byzantian process; I hope we are able to contract it in time - that an applicant or an
aggrieved party would take a matter to the strata titles referee, who would make a non-
monetary order. That would then be appealed by the perpetrator - the defending or
offending party - and a decision would be made. If the appeal were dismissed and the
original order upheld but not acted upon by the offending party, the procedure would
then be to take the matter to the Magistrate's Court for prosecution under section 116. If
after that there still had not been compliance with the order under section 140, the matter
would then be taken back to the strata titles referee, who would make an enforcement
order. That order would be stayed until such time as any appeal process had been gone
through or the prospect of appeals had passed. Although the amendment we will seek to
move in Committee still involves a very protracted process, it will offer some hope to
people who have obtained a non-monetary order who find themselves up against a person
who is simply resisting at every turn compliance with the strata titles referee's order.
One matter has not been included in this legislation which I would like to have seen in it,
and I flag this for the Minister's attention at the next review of the legislation. This
obligation should be imposed under this legislation on local authorities: In assessing
either a development application or an application for a building licence, a local authority
should make reasonable endeavours to ensure that the approval processes as required
under the Strata Titles Act have been complied with. That would not impose on the
councils a strict obligation to ensure that they have been complied with, but at least the
councils must ask the questioni and take some steps to ensure that the requirements for an
approval, either by the strata title company in terms of more than two units, or by the
other owner, have been satisfied both in respect of a development application and a
building licence approval. Some local authorities, as a matter of form, do that. That
seems to be very sensible. Given that some authorities can do that, it is quite in order to
provide some statutory obligations such that all councils do so. It is all very well to say
that if it is not done, there are these rights to go to the strata titles referee or to the
Magistrate's Court; however, the reality is that they are very convoluted and protracted
processes. It would be far better to ensure that we had in place a regime that stopped
these problems occurring in the first instance. It would reduce the possibility of one
owner within a strata title complex improperly obtaining approval either for a
development or a building licence. If we impose that obligation on the council, we will
see a much more concerted effort on the part of councils to ensure proper processes are
undertaken and we would obviate many of the problems for which we are now trying to
find remedies. I leave that thought with the Minister for his next review of this
legislation - although it might be our review of the legislation by the time it comes
around.
Hon George Cash: I hope we do it before then.
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Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: So do 1. It would mean that it will be done within the next
18 months.
Hon George Cash: I was not necessarily suggesting that; but I understand what you are
getting at.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I intended to set out in more detail the travesties that the
Melville City Council had perpetrated on Mrs Dear. Given that the Minister hasindicated a preparedness to support this important amendment, I will abbreviate thosecomments; however, I indicate my intention to take up in other places this conduct of theMelville City Council. At least if this amendment is passed tonight, it will give Mrs Dear
and others in a similar position some opportunity to right the wrongs that have occurred.
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Minister for Lands) [8.56 pm]: I thank
the members who have spoken for their indication of support for the Bill; in particular,
Hon Nick Griffiths said that the.Labor Party in the Legislative Council supports the Bill.I can understand why, inasmuch as this Bill has been a very long time in the making. Itwas started by a former Labor Minister for Lands, probably two ministerships ago. It has
been the subject of continued discussion within the Strata Titles Consultative Committee
for a very long time. In that regard, I do not see this as a political Bill but as one thatneeds to be passed so that we can bring the current Act to a reasonable standard.
I take up the comments of Hon Alannah MacTiernan that there is a need to continue toreview the Act. In fact, matters are still outstanding which have been contained in thisBill which need to be addressed. She referred to the Dear case and suggested an
amendment, which I have indicated we will support. I appreciate the time she has taken
to discuss that with Mr Gladstone.
Although things might not be perfect, there is a need at least to bring in that amendment
for the time being. However, because the Strata Titles Act affects so many people in thecommunity; because of the changing cultures within our community; because ofchanging development styles and general living conditions as they apply to strata titles, tokeep up with the times we need to have a continuous review of this Act. We are now
faced with a substantial Bill that has taken a very long time to put together. It could beargued that we could have a continuing Bill, such as the reserves Bill, that comes in every
year that brings up matters that have been discussed during the past 12 months. That
provides an opportunity to discuss things in continuity every year.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It is easy with a reserves Bill where you are dealing with
segments.
Hon GEORGE CASH: That is true. We have an annual reserves Bill so that we do not
get behind with the changes. With the Mining Act I have a policy of bringing forward
amendments as required. They are rolling amendments. I hope am not digressing toomuch, Mr Deputy President. I want to give an indication of the need to keep the
consultative committee going so that it brings forward further amendments. With theMining Act, we have the Mining Industry Liaison Committee, which comprises a number
of user groups relevant to the Act and members of the Department of Minerals andEnergy. Hon Tom Helm knows the committee well. It continually assesses the changes
being recommended. Many recommendations are made but they are not alwaysaccepted. Once the committee considers the recommendations and supports them they
are able to be accepted as amendments to the Mining Act with the consensus of the groupthat is vitally involved. I hope we can do that with the Strata Titles Consultative
Committee. Much work needs to be done. We need rolling amendments in that regard.That addresses, in part, the references made by the Hon Alannah MacTiernan. The Dear
case is different; the member proposes an amendment right now. That is agreed.
Hon Nick Griffiths suggested that the current Act was a dog's breakfast, that it was notuser friendly, and that it was more often than not honoured in the breach. My onlycomment is that some 29 000 plans have been registered under the Strata Titles Act sinceit came into being. It is probably unfair to call the Act a dog's breakfast. However, themember was talking in general terms, and I understand what he was getting at. The
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changes before the House will at least ensure that the current Act is upgraded to a
reasonable degree. In my earlier comments I recognised the continuing need to have
amendments before this House more regularly.
Hon Nick Griffiths and Hon John Cowdell recognised the work of the consultative
committee. It has worked for a long time. I express my appreciation to that committee.
In this forum I have had the opportunity to meet with members of the committee on a
number of occasions, once at a seminar at York when members met to talk to the industry
about the various proposed amendments, and on other occasions.
Hon Nick Griffiths indicated that the general thrust of the Bill was extremely welcome
but he raised a question regarding clause 79, which amends section 116 of the Act. He
said that he believed the existing maximum penalty of $100 and the daily penalty of $10
were grossly inadequate. However, he recognised that the maximum penalty was being
increased to $2 000 and the daily penalty was being increased to $200. He also believed
more work was needed in that regard. Hon Alannah MacTieman has carried out that
additional work. As indicated earlier, the Government will accept the amendment when
it is moved by Hon Alannah MacTiernan.
Hon Nick Griffiths also referred to the work done on this Bill by the Standing Committee
on Legislation. On two separate occasions the Bill has been referred to that committee.
The committee has considered reports made to it, both orally and in written form, and has
recommended that various additional amendments be made to the Bill. In the main, they
have been accepted. Again, Mr John Gladstone, the Deputy Commissioner of Titles in
Western Australia, has provided professional advice to the committee. He explained
where the recommendations have been accepted, and further explained where the
recommendations may not have been accepted immediately. He has also provided the
reasons that additional work needs to be done in some areas.
Hon John Cowdell made the point that the Australian Labor Party supported the Bill. He
talked about the various reforms that were envisaged in the Bill and said that the
Opposition could take no exception to it given the Government's desire to implement its
goals. I think that was said in the context of it being a Bill that has been around for a
long time, has bipartisan support, and was sponsored by the former Government and
carried to the Parliament by the current Government.
Hon John Cowdell mentioned a number of the major objectives of the Bill. He also
commented on the workings of the Legislation Committee. He referred to the 'shonky
management company' clause, amendments to sections 39A and 103D, and to various
other clauses. He also expressed his concerns regarding the provisions to make the
reserve fund mandatory, and that orders of the referee should be on the public record.
Those matters were referred to in paragraphs 67 and 68 of the February 1995 report of
the committee. He stated that they were two principal matters arising out of the thirty-
third report in February 1995. In the absence of more detailed and specific
recommendations for amendments to the Bill it was considered that those issues should
be the subject of further research, consideration and proposals for a later Bill. Those
items have been added to the agenda of the Strata Titles Consultative Committee, and
they will be considered by that body.
Hon J.A. Cowdell: I should have suggested that with the mortgagees as well. I am not
sure if that was dealt with. Banks may no longer seek to advance finance if they do not
have control over the value of the property. I am not sure if that was precisely addressed.

Hon GEORGE CASH: A number of matters raised by the member during the second
reading debate have been placed on the agenda of the consultative committee. The
committee will work through those items as a matter of course.
Hon John Cowdell also acknowledged that the committee was generally happy that most
of the proposed amendments had been implemented in the form of the amendments now
before the House. He was satisfied with the consequential amendments that flowed from
the various changes.
Both Hon Nick Griffiths and Hon John Cowdell asked why we did not have a
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consolidated Bill, and what action I proposed to take to ensure that we end up with a
consolidated Bill. It would have been most inconvenient to have brought in this Bill with
the current Act in a consolidated form as we would have had to work through every
section of the Act, not only those being amended.
Hon J.A. Cowdell: Only if we wanted to.
Hon GEORGE CASH: When this Bill is agreed to by the House and proclaimed it will
be put into a consolidated form with the original Act so that the Act made available to the
public will be in a consolidated form. We will have one document. That was the bottom
line. That is what the member wanted so that people did not need to refer to the Act and
the consequential amending Acts. It will be in a consolidated form. I will arrange
through the Department of Land Administration to provide the necessary funds for that.
However, we have to proclaim the amending Bill before that can be done.
Hon. Mark Nevill raised a number of questions about residential and commercial
occupation in the same building. This relates more to a planning matter than to the Strata
Tidles Act. He also asked whether we intended to print the Bill in a consolidated form.
The answer to Hon Mark Nevill is yes, as it is to the other members who sought advice
on that area. In general terms Hon Mark Nevill made it very clear he supported the Bill.
Hon Jim Scott expressed some concerns about retired elderly people with limited funds
and living in developments where absentee owners give their proxies to administrators
who vote for the building to be kept, as he put it, in the most wonderful state of
renovation and repair, so that they can attract rent payers into any unoccupied units. I do
not know how we will ever overcome that general principle - not the general principle
about people's renovation of those places. The Act makes it very clear that a person who
is not able to attend a meeting, such as an absentee owner, is able to provide a proxy.
That is important if the democratic process is to be allowed to be pursued. As to whether
some people may want the buildings kept in a high state of repair or others may wish to
spend the least possible amount, that is decided by those in attendance at the meeting
irrespective of whether the owner is there or not. It was perhaps more of a philosophical
argument on the part of Hon Jim Scott, who was arguing that absentee owners are more
likely to demand a higher state of repair for a building than an owner in occupation. I
have to say that I find that hard to understand. The Bill clearly provides that those who
are not able to attend a meeting can cast a vote by proxy.
Hon Alannah MacTiemnan referred to the need to continue to refine legislation. I again
make the point that in the mining area the Mining Industry Liaison Committee works
with industry and brings forward rolling amendments to the Mining Act. I see the Strata
Titles Consultative Committee in a similar light, and it would be more convenient if it
were to bring forward limited amendments on a more regular basis rather than wait for a
long period before amendments are dealt with by the House. Quite clearly they would
easier for the House to handle.
Hon J.A. Cowdell: Not to mention the committee.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Hon John Cowdell agrees because of the work the Legislation
Committee was required to do in this regard. This was very much a Bill destined for the
Legislation Committee because of its very technical nature. One did need to sit down
and quietly analyse the proposals that were being put forward rather than trying to do it
on the run in the House, as it were. In respect of Mr and Mrs Dear, who live in
Applecross, I must explain to Hon Alannah MacTieman that I am not aware of the
dispute that occurred with the City of Melville. The member obviously knows a lot more
than I do. I take the member's point on the way they were treated. Perhaps in due course
we may learn a little more about that. It needs to be rectified. The mere fact the member
has made certain comments tonight will no doubt get back to the City of Melville, which
will look at its processes.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: I am not accepting just one side of the story. The statements I
made were the conclusions of the Ombudsman.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Yes, I am not disputing that at all. The member has more
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information than I do. As Hon Alanah MacTieman has acknowledged, I have
corresponded with the Dear. It has been a very difficult situation for them. The bottom
line is that although the Bill is proposing to increase the penalties to a $2 000 fine and a
penalty of $200 a day, the member is wanting to ensure that an aggrieved party will have
the opportunity to enforce the order and, if required, have someone enter a property and
remove an offending structure, obstruction or whatever is being argued about. I have no
qualms about agreeing with the member in that regard.
As to Hon Alannah Macriernan's comments about the next review, I have made some
notes on the matters the member has raised and I will take them up with the Strata Titles
Consultative Committee so that it can place them on its agenda and come back in due
course with some suggestions. I repeat for the umpteenth time that the Strata Titles Act
amendments need to be made on a more regular and continuous basis. Strata titles affect
a huge number of people in the community. I am sure that every member will have been
contacted at some stage or another by an aggrieved strata title owner. We must ensure
that'a process is in place which will allow them to readily deal with their problems and
will also recognise that a considerable number of older and elderly people in strata title
units need some certainty in the process of dealing with problems as they arise.
Again, I thank the Opposition for its support of the Bill and commend the Bill to the
House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE - EXTENDED AFTER 11.00 PM
Tuesday, 24 October

On motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the House continue to sit beyond 11.00 pmn

MOTION - MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, CALL FOR RESIGNATION
OVER STATESHIPS ISSUES

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [9.20 pm]: In opening the way for this debate, the
Leader of the House said that while he was quite happy for the issue to be discussed
today he wondered why we needed to do that because the issue has already had full
discussion on a number of earlier occasions. He is quite right to some extent; there is
some truth in what he said. However, much of what the Opposition said in the earlier
debate was of necessity, unfortunately, an extension of a series of probable events from
the facts that were at hand. It is the new facts revealed under the freedom of information
application that provide some credibility to what we earlier outlined as probabilities. In
short, many of our worst fears have been confirmed by the information that became
available to the public in the documents provided under FOI.
In the earlier debate a number of members spelt out what the Opposition believed to be
the most probable events from the facts that were at hand. It seems from the documents
that have been released that the view we expressed then is in fact correct. Without going
over that expression of probable events at the time in any great detail, I think it is
necessary to read a small excerpt of my speech of Thursday, 25 May this year, in which I
stated -

I have nothing personal against Len Buckeridge. I make this point simply
because of what Hon Ross Lightfoot said. I do not agree with what
Mr Buckeridge stands for and he would allow m6 that view, just as I make that
allowance for him. However, there will always be people like him who, under
certain circumstances, will act in a predictable way. It is this Government that
has provided those circumstances. More than that, I believe this Government has
contrived with Mr Buckeridge and his company to establish a dispute to make its

9598 [COUNCIL]



[Tuesday, 24 October 1995] 99

own political point. Today on radio 6PR, the Minister for Transport
acknowledged that the entry of BAAC Pty Ltd to the Port of Fremantle was part
of its reform process. In other words, it is part of the larger agenda to reform -
read "de-unionise" - the workplace. It has become clear now since the admission
by the Minister that Mr Buckeridge's entry to the stevedoring industry was with
the Government's connivance and support. This is at odds with the statements the
Minister made in this place yesterday when he portrayed BAAC as acting entirely
independently of the Government; that it was just one of three companies which
made a bid, and it was as simple as that. This is an aspect of the problems on the
waterfront that needs separate investigation. It seems possible that the tragic
situation that now exists on the waterfront was engineered by the Government for
a deliberate and destructive purpose. If that is proved to be true the Government
has conmmitted a serious and possibly electorally fatal error if not a cri me.

In response to that, and I think it is also worth reading in part, the Minister for Transport
stated

How will BAAC Pty Ltd's winning a single contract to stevedore four ships cause
an injustice? That is all that has been done and there has been no connivance to
enable that to happen. I stand by what I have continually said. I was advised
when the Buckeridge group sought to lease a berth from the Fremantle Port
Authority. I did not instigate that, but I was made aware of it - like all things that
happen on the waterfront and other parts of my portfolio. I said that provided the
lease was entered into in a commercial and proper manner I was not opposed to it.
I was obviously aware of the potential consequences if at some time in the future
Mr Buckeridge's activities on the waterfront involved non-union labour.

At a later stage of his reply, the Minister stated -

As a consequence of BAAC's application for a berth, should I have said to the
port authority, "No, don't do this; it might upset the union movement?" When
BAAC tended for the stevedoring contract should I have said to Stateships, "You
can't give it to Buckeridge because this could bring about an industrial problem?"
I said to give the contract to the company with the best price and the best service.
That was BAAC Pty Ltd and Buckeridge.

I could go on at some length about that.
Hon E.J. Chariton: It sounds pretty good to me. I did not know I made such accurate
speeches back in May.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It was the way I read it. I think that establishes fairly clearly that
the Minister was setting out his position as one of arm's length from the commercial deal
and that whatever happened was simply on a straight contractual basis. Of course, we
have learnt since then that the contractual basis was not proper and, to be fair to the
Minister, when he realised what had happened he was the first to say that it was not
proper.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You must make a distinction for people who read Hansard. You are
alluding to the Supply Commission's going to the open tender and not to the tendering
process. They are two different things. You and others are trying to draw them together.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The State Supply Commission's report related directly to the
process of awarding of the contract to BAAC Pty Ltd.
Hon E.J. Charlton: No, not the awarding of the contract; it is the advertising process.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes, it was the processes that led to the awarding of the contract.
We can agree on that. I do not believe they are different things, but we can agree that the
awarding of the contract was a different matter. The view expressed by the Minister, and
I want to be entirely fair about this because I want the Minister's position to be
understood clearly and, as far as possible, I do not want to misrepresent him in any way -

Hon E.J. Charlton: That is good.
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Hon KIM CHANCE: In answer to a question asked on 23 May, some five days after the
awarding of the contract, the Minister stated -

I have not had any discussions with the agent.
In this case, the Mediterranean Shipping Company. He continued -

I have discussed it only with the acting general manager.
That is, Mr Dayton. He continued further -

The agent was involved in the process of seeking the tender contract. I do not
know to what degree. Obviously, there is close cooperation between Stateships
and the agent, who work together.

Here again we have the Minister's establishing the perception of an entirely at arm's
length deal.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is the fact.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I am only dealing with fact. The Minister's involvement in the
tender process has been demonstrated by the information that we have received to be
somewhat different from the arm's length process that he suggested was the case.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Tell us about it.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I now refer to the draft letter, and I acknowledge that it has draft
written all over it. The Minister has publicly denied any recollection of receiving this
letter and I am quite happy to accept that. This draft letter is dated 16 May and it makes
it very clear that at that time Stateships' acting general manager was not at all keen on the
proposition that BAAC should take over the contract to provide Stateships stevedoring.
He has admitted that there are cost savings. A document numbered 39, which has
already been tabled and which came from Stateships, states -

However, on a stevedoring cost basis there can be no doubt that BAAC enjoy
significant advantage over both Patricks and Conaust.
Any potential saving in stevedoring cost by contracting BAAC will be partially
offset by reduced operational efficiency.

In other words, the $400 000 cost advantage that we have heard about so often in the
House has a shadow of doubt about it. The document goes on -

Stateships strongly held concerns about the industrial implications of appointing
BAAC remain; refer previous Briefing Note attached for ease of reference.

Indeed, in the form in which we received it, it was still attached. It goes on -

Of particular concern is the reference to the use of strikebreaking labour on
Stateships' vessels.

Then we get to operational matters -

BAAC have no equipment in place yet to handle cargo..
Portainer crane is yet to be overhauled and cannot handle FEU's.
Their proposal is predicated on the basis that they will source the equipment and
labour after they are awarded the contract. This would result in considerable
dislocation .. .

We have not only labour problems but also equipment problems and a crane problem
which, when we are talking about a vast number of containers, is a major problem. We
also have a dislocation problem. The document goes on to state -

The proposed use of a mobile crane to handle yard moves and receivals/deliveries
will cause considerable delays to the ship and to road hauliers whilst appropriate
equipment is being sourced.
BAAC inability to handle heavy lift over 35 tonnes will require a regular shift'
ship to Coflexip in order to handle heavy lifts and thus incur additional costs and
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delays. Additionally, No. 2 berth is not suitable for heavy lifts due to limited
point loadings ...
BAAC have no operational experience in stevedoring and thus no expertise. As a
consequence, risk of damage to ship and cargo with the potential for extensive
delays must become an important factor in the decision making process.

We now come to the conclusions -

At face value there is a significant cost advantage in contracting BAAC.
However, if BAAC are appointed as stevedore to Stateships there will be
protracted industrial disputation.

It goes on to talk about the cost to Stateships' shippers and owners and warns that once
the Government commits to BAAC it will be difficult, if not impossible, to *return to the
status quo. The Minister has said - I am quite prepared to believe him - that he did not
receive that document.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It does not make any difference whether I did or did not; that is not
the big issue.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I am quite prepared to believe that the Minister may not have
received it, because it carries the warning "draft only", but it refers to the briefing note.
Because it refers to the briefing note as having been received, one assumes that it was
received. The briefing note carries very much the same line. In fact, it gives
considerable warnings that although there are apparent savings in the BAAC tender or
the BAAC offer, or whatever one likes to call it, those savings are substantially offset by
expected costs and shortfalls in production.
What flows from that scenario? The Government is adopting the position that it is
simply going along with the cheapest and most effective tender. Clearly, that was not the
point of view of the General Manager of Stateships at the time. That establishes that the
Government wanted to get Buckeridge onto the wharves at any possible cost to make a
point, which is exactly what we were saying back in May.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You were wrong then and you are wrong now.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The Minister's own people, the executive management of
Stateships -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You were right in the first place; you are wrong in the second place.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I will not worry about that one. Those people were warning the
Government that there would be industrial chaos and economic losses if it proceeded. It
is true that a later missive from Mr Dayton - for the sake of fairness I will read part of it
as well - recommended the appointment of BAAC, but the interesting point is what made
Mr Dayton change his mind over that period.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I told him not to worry about it, that is why.
Hon KIM CHANCE: That is what we are worried about. What is more, it seems that the
Government was prepared to put lives at risk to achieve that aim. The documents show
quite clearly that Stateships warned that BAAC could not cope with emergencies and that
it lacked expertise to operate machinery. Despite those warnings, the Minister for
Transport decided to proceed.'
What was the Minister's agenda in that? We spelt out that agenda as long ago as May
this year. Through the freedom of information documentation it has been established that
what we supposed to be correct was correct. The Minister's agenda was that he would
either succeed in smashing the union or, if he failed, he would have the opportunity and
the excuse to shut down Stateships and blame someone else. Either way, as he saw it, he
had a win-win situation. He demonstrates the Government's blatant hypocrisy because
recently the Premier accused the Prime Minister of supporting the blockade of Western
Australia and the damage that it reputedly did to the State. However, the Premier and his
Cabinet were quite happy to give a contract to Buckeridge while having advice from the
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Acting General Manager of Stateships, the person most able to give the advice, that it
would result in a damaging dispute and while knowing that that was the inescapable
conclusion of the direction in which they were heading. They were quite happy to
proceed knowing that it would generate industrial action which would lock up the State
and quite possibly lock up every port in the nation.
We move on. In answer to several questions, the Minister said that he was not involved
in the tendering process. I shall quote page 3770 of Hansard of 23 May 1995. The
Minister was asked -

Was BAAC Pty Ltd, its employees or principals, advised of the level of Patrick
Stevedore's or Conaust's bid for Stateships' stevedoring contract prior to BAAC
Pty Ltd making an offer..

He replied -

I was not involved in the tendering process or in seeking prices from the
operators. As far as I know the only way the information was provided to the
three stevedoring companies was by advising them that Stateships wanted a price.
I do not know about anything else referred to.

On the same day, this time on page 3771 of Hansard, the Minister said -

I have not had any discussions with the agent. I have discussed it only with the
acting general manager. The agent was involved in the process of seeking the
tender contract. I do not know to what degree. Obviously, there is close
cooperation between Stateships and the agent, who work together.

We must remember the Minister's statement on Tuesday 23 May -
I have discussed it only with the acting general manager.

Hon E.J. Charlton: That is right.
Hon John Halden: That is not right; it is not what Buckeridge says.
Hon KIM CHANCE: We will come back to that matter. I now refer to page 4015 of
Hansard of 24 May. The Minister said -

Following its appointment as the general agent, the Mediterranean Shipping
Company was involved in discussions with Stateships about the future of
stevedoring as a consequence of Patrick The Australian Stevedore deciding that it
would not proceed beyond the end of April, and ultimately 15 May. I cannot say
what role it had after that. I was not involved in the process; therefore I do not
know what took place. I was advised by the Acting General Manager of
Stateships that Stateships was forced to respond to the decision of Patricks.

One of the documents that emerged from the FOI process is a letter dated 15 May, eight
and nine days before the three answers were provided by the Minister on 23 and 24 May.
The letter is from BAAC Pty Ltd and is addressed to the Director of Operations,
Mediterranean Shipping Company. It refers to correspondence which has taken place
between the two partics on 4, 8 and 12 May. I do not know who wrote the letter because
the signature has been blacked out. A large part of this letter has been blacked out, as a
result of the FOI process, but the third last paragraph on the second page reads -

Our guarantee provided to you in our meeting with yourself, Mr Dayton and
myself, as to goods in and out of the stevedoring area, actual stevedoring
performance and if need be, vessel crewing all apply as discussed and have been
addressed confidentially to the Honourable Minister.

Hon E.J. Charlton: That is right.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It is an acknowledgment of correspondence and discussions over a
considerable time and an acknowledgment that the Minister knew what it was about
during the period in which the tender decision was made. The date of the letter is the
same date on which tenders closed.- 15 May. The announcement was made on 18 May.
The tender period ran for 17 days. The discussions referred to in the letter occurred in
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the period between the closure of the bids and the award of the tender. The Minister
knew about that, assuming the writer of this letter is telling the truth. It is very clear from
the letter that there was a close and ongoing relationship between BAAC, Mediterranean
Shipping Company as the agent for Stateships, Stateships itself and the Minister. This
contract, the process of which has been condemned by the State Supply Commission, was
officially awarded on 18 May. Unofficially, it has been said it was settled on 15 May. I
anm not concerned about those three days, but on 15 May BAAC wrote to Stateships'
agent referring to correspondence between the parties during the period in which the
contracts were determined. It confirms there has been ongoing discussion and
negotiation which involved the Minister, and which the Minister was informed about on a
confidential basis. That is contrary to the Minister's assurance on 23 May that he had
discussed the matter only with the acting general manager. I repeat that part of his
answer -

I have discussed it only with the acting general manager.
That clearly is not the case. A number of other questions arise. Did the Minister discuss
the possibility of BAAC entering the stevedoring industry when he had discussions with
BAAC - which the Minister has already confirmed in question time today - at the time
berths 1 and 2 were leased from the Fremantle Port Authority a couple of months before?
Did the discussions at that stage - the Minister has already agreed they took place -
involve the question of whether BAAC should enter the stevedoring industry and for
what purpose? Is this when it all started? Was the position put by Patricks with regard to
its need for a longer term contract, seized by the Government as an opportunity to put
BAAC on the wharves? If so, what assurance has the public that the disaster which
unfolded from that situation was not the outcome of a contrived situation to which the
Government was not only a party but also had initiated?
Hon E.J. Charlton: Patricks had a long term contract -

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Sam Piantadosi): Order! The Minister.
Hon E.J. Charlton: They could fix it up but they did not want to.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I have made my position on that matter clear. Patricks' position
was known very well and its needs with regard to its contract had been known for some
time. Patricks had been asking for a longer term contract for some time. The Minister
admitted that some time ago. It provided a convenient and ideal opportunity, because the
Government did not feel bound by a long term contract. However, it had to act quickly.
I do not know Mr Buckeridge very well, but I have observed the way he does business.
Those who know him will be aware that he does not do things by half measures. He goes
into projects with the right equipment and the right people. He is a very effective
businessman. Why did he make such a mess of BAAC? Has anyone bothered to think
about that? Why was he so unprepared and undermanned? He did not have a crane that
worked, and he had no skilled or experienced staff, or anyone who could work a
container crane.
Hon E.J. Charlton interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon E.J. Charlton: He is dead right -
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Minister for Transport will come to order.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Hon Ross Lightfoot will come to order.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Len Buckeridge had nothing at all with which to start that
operation. That is not the way he does business.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: He has plenty of reserves -

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I warn Hon Ross Lightfoot not to interject again.
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Hon KIM CHANCE: Why did Len Buckeridge act so uncharacteristically? It is because
the Minister for Transport told him if he did not get on the wharf quickly, he would never
do so because Patricks was insisting on a longer term contract. Buckeridge had no choice
and had to strike while the iron was hot. There is no other cogent reason for Buckeridge
to go on the wharf in such an unprepared state. He does not like losing and he is not
accustomed to losing. He lost this one comprehensively. Why did he lose on this
occasion? He was not ready. Why was he there if he was not ready? He was told that if
he did not do it then, he would never make it because Patricks would be awarded a long
term contract.
Hon E.J. Charlton: No wonder you lost the farm, Mr Chance.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Every time the Minister says that, I know he cannot say anything
else because he has run out of facts. He knows that what I am saying is dead true. The
Minister knows that Buckeridge does not do things like that unless he is ready.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You just proved the whole argument.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister will come to order.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I wish the Minister for Transport had said that earlier because it
would have saved us all a great deal of time.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I will say it again in a minute.
Hon KIM CHANCE: There is a great deal of difference between the Minister getting
into a situation in which a non-union employer has fairly won a contract, and the
alternative. That is the position he wants us to believe. The alternative, which is now an
increasingly likely proposition, is that the Minister actively sought the contrivance of this
set of circumstances for a political purpose in a stunt that went massively wrong. All the
facts now point to the alternative being a far more believable scenario than that which the
Minister has asked us to believe. The FOI documents tell us two things that lead us
towards that view. It tells us a number of other things, but two thing are solid facts.
First, contrary to the Minister's assurance that he was at arm's length to the negotiations,
he was closely briefed and advised on a regular and confidential basis. Secondly, even
though we have been assured by the Minister that he left the decision to Stateships and
there was a public perception that Stateships' management supported the BAAC Pty Ltd
bid, based on the facts Stateships' management had real reservations about whether the
BAAC bid was the best deal.
The Minister told us time and time again that he told Stateships to accept the best bid.
That is an entirely reasonable thing to say, but is it a fact? We have example after
example of Mr Dayton advising the Minister that the BAAC bid was not the best bid, that
maybe there were all kinds of pitfalls in this bid. Although in the final letter of the series
Mr Dayton ultimately accepted that Stateships should accept the BAAC bid, why did his
position change between those two dates?
A memorandum to the Minister signed by Mr Dayton of 16 May states -

In strict operational and industrial terms I am unable to recommend the
appointment of BAAC as stevedore to Stateships in Fremantle despite the
reduction of stevedoring costs contemplated by the BAAC proposal. However,
the Government may have other broader considerations to take into account when
assessing the merits of the BAAC proposal when compared to the proposals of the
two established stevedores.

We know what those other broader considerations were. Above all else the Government
wanted to bring off a political stunt which it saw as being a win-win situation for it.
First, it could break union dominance on the Fremantle wharves, and even if it lost that
one it would scuttle poor old Len Buckeridge. He has been a tool of the Government. I
feel sorry for Len Buckeridge as a result of this Government's action. Secondly, if
everything came unstuck the Government could dump Len Buckeridge and Siateships,
but it would have someone to blame so it would not have to answer to its rural voters.
The Government could say that it was the fault of the Maritime Union of Australia; it had
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caused the industrial disruption. The trouble was that the MUA did not respond in the
way that the Government thought it would - it did not throw Len Buckeridge and his
mates off the wharf. It responded legally and responsibly. It said, "You cannot do this
and we will have a nice peaceful blockade, because what you are doing is wrong and the
public will see that it is wrong." The unthinkable happened: The public came out on the
same side as the MUA. Public support swung towards the union, towards the waterside
workers, and away from the Government. That is where the Government's carefully
planned strategy ultimately went wrong.
The Leader of the Opposition has run through in broad perspective the question of the
tenders for the operation of Stateships. A number of tenders were received from a
number of different companies. One company in particular has kept on coming back
with propositions that look on the surface at least as though they will save the taxpayers
of Western Australia a lot of money and, more importantly, continue to deliver a
Stateships' service. Yet time after time bids from this company have been rejected, even
when the Western Australian agent of this company, Marco Lucido, has written to the
Premier saying, "Look, I anm making you a good offer. Just look at this offer, and see
what it can save you." However, time and time again the offer from the Ocean Freeway
syndicate and its parent company has been rejected. We must ask ourselves why this
company, regardless of how good its offers have been, has always been rejected? The
Minister has given us an indication of the answer to the question through interjection: He
does not like Ocean Freeway. He sees that company as somehow aligned with the
Leader of the Opposition, me or somebody else on this side. I do not know why he
would think that. I ask the Minister to listen to this letter dated 12 January 1995 from
Ocean Freeway to the Minister for Transport. It states -

In clarification of recent discussions with the Ocean Freeway adviser I can
summarise our proposal in the following termns.

In consideration of Wespac selling the three vessels to us at a price of
A$5.0 million each and a Government subsidy to us of A$10.5 million annually
for a period of five years.

Stateships' losses last year were $19m. That is a little over half the current losses. The
letter continues -

Take over the services operated by Stateships in their entirety.

That is a complete and full Stateships' service. To continue -

Continue to operate two ships and maintain the current level of service to the
North West for a period of five years and thereafter if required on terms to be
mutually agreed.
Take over from the Government the lease on the vessel "Sina" and continue to
operate two ships on the current South East Asia service.

Take over all Leases of Containers current at 31 December, 1994.

Purchase all Assets of Stateships including the Office building in Fremantle as per
our original offer of 29 December, 1993.
Employ a significant number of the Stateships staff.

Continue to apply the Governments freight policies as applicable in 93/94 and as
varied by mutual agreement.
While we would wish to operate the services without any subsidy whatsoever,
that is clearly impossible in the provision of the North West community service
obligations.

That was an offer which anybody would accept as a pretty good offer, given Stateships'
losses at the time. The Government's liability on the ships would be completed - we are
told that is the reason it had to dump the service in the first place. The service would
continue to operate for the benefit of all Western Australians, and the loss exposure to the
Government would be $10.5m instead of the $19m that it was in the year before. When
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this was put to the Government the answer which Ocean Freeway received was that there
was limited benefit for the Government. What do we have now? We must pay out
$37m.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It is $29m.
Hon KIM CHANCE: We will settle on saying that it is a great deal of money just to get
out of the lease arrangements that this deal would have delivered to us. We still have no
Stateships service. We have a $5m ongoing subsidy for the operation of the Sina, which
was not involved with the Westpac arrangements and is a charter vessel. That is it: We
have a limited service, an ongoing liability of $5m presumably - even though there has
been no real commitment to that - and we have lost Stateships in the interim. Why were
Ocean Freeway's bids not taken more seriously? My belief is that this Government never
had a serious commitment to carry on with the Stateships' service. It wanted out of
Stateships. It did not want anyone else to operate Stateships. We need to know why
Mr Dayton changed his mind about his recommendations made on 16 May and then
later? For example, was he told that the BAAC bid was the only offer that the
Government would accept? If that was the reason, and there is good reason to believe
that he was told there was an agenda which the Government would follow - and I have
referred to that in Mr Dayton's letter of 16 May - was he told, "You must stick to this
agenda because we have other fish to fry than Stateships; the fish we have to fry is to
break union domination in Fremantle, and if we lose Stateships as a result, that does not
matter"? That is what I believe happened. I am the first to admit that we do not have
conclusive proof of all of that, but we believe as. a result of the release of the FOI
documents that much of the scenario that we anticipated was the case has been proved to
be the case, and as time goes by the whole truth will be known. This Government
sacrificed Stateships on the altar of its ideology.
HON E.J. CHARLTON (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [10.01 pm]: The
Opposition cannot bring itself to acknowledge a couple of basic principles in this
Stateships' issue. The Opposition seems hell bent on trying to establish that the whole
scenario was about getting Buckeridge onto the Fremantle wharf and giving the
Stateships' stevedoring contract to Buckeridge. Had the Opposition been able to piece
together a sequence of events to establish that scenario, it would have had pretty good
circumstantial evidence, but it fell over at the first hurdle. The problem which the
Opposition has as it tries continually to develop this theme, in an attempt to put me in a
situation where it can establish that I had this arrangement with the Buckeridge group,
falls down because of one basic factor. As late as 26 April 1995, following the
appointment of the shipping agent, the shipping agent went to Patrick The Australian
Stevedore and asked it to continue to do the stevedoring for Stateships. I could sit down
now and leave it at that, because that is absolute proof that there was no prearrangement
with Buckeridge to give it the Stateships' stevedoring. Had I intended six months
previously to get Buckeridge onto the Fremantle waterfront, as the Opposition has
outlined, and to prevent Ocean Freeway from taking over Stateships, and to do all of the
other things which were intimated by the Opposition, why would the Stateships' agent
have gone to Patricks on 26 April and asked it to continue to do the Stateships'
stevedoring?
Hon John Halden: For how long?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Indefinitely. The whole basis of it was the important reason,
whether the Opposition accepts it or not, that I made a commitment, along with my
colleagues in government, that the Stateships' service would continue for the people of
the north west. We wanted to ensure that was done at a lower price to the taxpayers of
Western Australia than was currently the case. Therefore, we went through the
expression of interest. process and the tender process, and we got to the Ocean Freeway
bid. That bid did not say that it would save us $6m. That bid was a $4m offer, but the
Opposition failed to acknowledge that it included a number of in-house costs that would
be retained by the Government and would automatically reduce the benefit to the
Government. That bid was a $2m net benefit to the Govemnment, and it was assessed by
Treasury and by Price Waterhouse. Buckeridge also put in a tender, which was on a
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share basis. He said, "I will guarantee you $2m" - or whatever it was - "and I will share
with you the benefits that will flow as a consequence."
Hon John Halden: You had to pay him $7m.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: No.
Hon John Halden: Rubbish!
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The facts are that there were a number of tenders, but the two
best tenders were from Ocean Freeway and Buckeridge. Price Waterhouse evaluated that
based upon the proposed amount of freight carried, Ocean Freeway was the best tender
and Buckeridge was the second best tender. The Government decided that it would keep
going with Stateships. It is never acknowledged, but I took three proposals to Cabinet,
not two. The third proposal was the Stateships' proposal, which was about implementing
change. It said, "By the time you get to the end of this contract period, which will be two
years, there will be no difference between our in-house operation and either Ocean
Freeway or Buckeridge." The Government decided to accept that proposal. That
demonstrates and proves that the Government made a commitment to continue to operate
the Stateships' service, and the idea was to do it in-house. I was then given the task by
Cabinet of negotiating with Westpac to try to get a reduction in the ongoing payout
figure, which was close to $8m a year for three ships, and the fourth one was on a
separate charter. I did that, and, as a matter of fact, Malcolm McCusker, QC was brought
in to assist the Government in doing that. That is how serious we were about trying to
get out of the Stateships' contract with Westpac - not about getting out of Stateships'
operation, or the continued provision of a service to the north west. That is how we have
been operating since the tender process with Ocean Freeway and Buckeridge was
implemented. Again, that demonstrates our commitment to continue with the operation
of Stateships long term, which also guarantees what I am saying; namely, that we did not
want to enter into a long term stevedoring contract with anyone. We wanted to continue
with the stevedore that we had. Why would we want to sign up for a two year
stevedoring contract when we were negotiating with Westpac to buy it out for the five
year lease, which finished up being about $29m?
Hon John Halden: You said you were going to negotiate with Patricks for an indefinite
contract.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I did not say that. I said that Patricks wanted a long termn
contract and we did not want to give it a long term contract.
Hon John Halden: Oh God!
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The Leader of the Opposition always has a dramatic physical
reaction when it does not suit his argument. His argument is totally without foundation
and credibility. Stateships had renewed the contract with Patricks twice until December
1994, and it then agreed to take it forward until 30 April 1995. That was the agreement it
entered into. We wanted to keep it going because we did not want to enter into any long
term contract. We did not want to go to tender. We were happy with where we were.
The Opposition based its whole argument on the fact that this arrangement was contrived.
Let me go back to Buckeridge's involvement in Fremantle. Buckeridge went to the
Fremantle Port Authority and said that he wanted to get a berth at Fremantle. Why
would his total ambition to get a berth at Fremantle be to stevedore four miserable ships?
He wanted to get a berth at Fremantle not to stevedore Stateships but because. he imports
and exports a lot of commodities around the world. That is why he wanted to get a berth
in Fremantle, and that is what he has still got. If Hon John Halden refuses to
acknowledge the facts, obviously I am wasting my breath and everybody else here is
wasting their time. If Hon John Halden does not want to hear the facts, that is fine. I
suppose that in six months he will move another motion and say the same thing, over and
over again. Whether he likes it or not, these are the facts. Every time he has read
something out he has been right. Everything I have said is totally consistent; however, he
will not acknowledge that. Whether he does or not makes no difference to me.
Buckeridge wanted to go to Fremantle. He got the berth for his importing and exporting.
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Hon Kim Chance: Why did you never tell us that you had those confidential briefings?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (lion Sam Piantadosi): Order!
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: He still has the berth. How long he wants to keep it is entirely
up to him. Hon Kim Chance says there was a mess up because surely Mr Buckeridge
would have done this right, considering the way he has done everything else in life. That
is an important point; it is right. Buckeridge had no intention of stevedoring Stateships;
he had no equipment and was not prepared.
Hon John Halden: Rubbish.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Hon Kim Chance just said that. Was Hon John Halden not
listening to him?
Hon John Halden: You gave the contract to him, you fool.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Hon Kim Chance and Hon John Halden are a great pair: Louie
and Huey sitting there. One has given me the best argument I have heard tonight.
Mr Buckeridge got his berth at Fremantle. However, a few people there got the shivers
when they saw Mr Buckeridge lease the berth. They wanted to know what ships would
go to Mr Buckeridge's berth. They said they would not let anyone else from shipping
around the world go there; they would put a stop to that. They said they knew what that
Charlton was up to; he was going to berth Stateships there. Hon Kim Chance, Hon John
Halden and the Maritime Union of Australia put two and two together and came up with
five. They got it wrong. They came a real gutser. They said that they would fix up
Charlton and the Government, and ensure that Stateships never went to Buckeridge.
They said that he would get a long term contract. They said that Buckeridge was not
ready; he had no cranes, no men, and no equipment. They would go out to tender; he
would not be able to put in a tender, Patricks would get a long term contract, and they
would all live happily ever after. However, they forgot one thing. Although
Mr Buckeridge was not ready and did not intend to do Stateships' stevedoring, and
although I and Stateships pleaded with Patricks to continue with the contract -

Hon John Halden: Are you saying that Fremantle Stevedores never wanted to be the
Stateships' stevedore?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Yes, absolutely. We went back on 26 April, even though
Hon John Halden said earlier tonight that I had made a statement about Buckeridge
getting the contract on I11 April. Stateships, not me, asked Patricks to keep the contract
going because it did not want to change it - and Patricks refused. That does not suit
Hon John Halden's argument.
Hon Kim Chance: Buckeridge was not ready.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Of course he was not ready; he did not have any intention of
doing it. However, Hon Kim Chance arnd his mates forced Stateships to go to tender. I
have said that over and over again. How many times must members opposite be told?
Of course, that does not suit their argument.
Hon Kim Chance: Our mates Patricks? I thought Patricks was owned by P & 0.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister should address himself to the Chair.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Obviously the two boys opposite do not understand that Patricks
employs MUA labour.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It seems that a few people have great difficulty
understanding the process in the Chamber.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Yes, I think they do. Never mind; I will say it over and over
again. It is like teaching galahs to talk. If one says something often enough they will
start to say it themselves. I have said in this place before that I believe Patricks was
pushed. However, let us say that it decided of its own volition not to go on past 30 April;
it had had enough of dealing with Stateships and it wanted a long term contract.
Stateships said that it would get a price from the three stevedores, including Fremantle
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Stevedores, which my friends opposite say was not ready - and they are right. It was
surprising to everyone that it put in a price of half a million dollars less. While this was
happening the accusations started to flow. It was said that Fremantle Stevedores could
not do it; that it had no equipment. As members opposite have read out tonight,
Fremantle Stevedores said that it would guarantee that it could deliver, and that if there
were industrial action it would even put crews on the ships and sail the ships.

Hon Kim Chance: You believed that statement?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Yes - totally. The crews were there ready to do it.

Hon John Halden: How do you know that if you were not involved in the tender process?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: That is another thing Hon John Halden has trouble
acknowledging. The shipping agent that carried out the tender process carried out the
tender process. Hon John Halden is trying to say that because I am told by Stateships and
Buckeridge that they are being accused that they will not be able to deliver - and they are
telling me that they will be able to deliver - means that I am involved in the tender
process. They are telling me just that if they win the tender, they will be able to do the
job. I have that every day of the week. The shadow Minister for Transport said that
Swan Transit should not have been given the preferred tender because it would not be
able to do the job. Members opposite are allowed to have their opinion, but it is for the
company to determine whether it will be able to do the job. On all these issues the Labor
Party has struggled month after month to try to establish that I was in cahoots with
Buckeridge to get him on the wharf to do Stateships' stevedoring. I was tickled pink
when he said that he wanted to lease a berth at Fremantle - and I still am. Members
opposite should not get their gizzards in a knot and say that I am trying to run away from
it; I think it was great.
Hon Kim Chance: When did you first know?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: In February, when Buckeridge was negotiating to go to
Fremantle.
Hon Kim Chance: That is what I thought.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Patricks' stevedoring contract was still in full swing. Why
would I want Buckeridge at Fremantle in February, sitting there until the contract started,
still without equipment? If I wanted to line him up to do Stateships' stevedoring do
members opposite think that a bloke like Buckeridge -

Hon John Halden: You know how you got him the crane - through the Fremantle Port
Authority.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I should not say this, but I will: Hon John Halden made a
statement today on a condolence motion. He should think about what he said about that
person rather than to go ahead digging deep with accusations as he is digging now. It
does him no good to go on like that.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Let us stick to the motion.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The whole basis of the Opposition's accusations against me over
the Stateships scenario has been totally orchestrated and based on the assumption that I
got Buckeridge to Fremantle to stevedore Stateships and then forced Patricks to give up
its contract and go to tender. I repeat: Everyone knows that Patricks had the contract. It
went until 30 April. It had the opportunity to renew it.
Hon John Halden: For how long?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: For three months or six months - whatever it wanted; however, it
refused. On every other occasion it had agreed. Why did it not agree to extend it this
time? I am told it was because it needed the long term contract. Bulldust! It was told
that it was not allowed to go on extending it because the MUA wanted to get it a long
term contract Members opposite are totally without credibility.
Hon Kim Chance: You know it has denied that.
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I wonder why it has denied it. We should not simply go back to
February, March, April or May. Let us consider today. When the Stateships dispute was
on, the poor people of Christmas and Cocos Islands were starving and the children had
nothing to eat. That terrible Western Australian Government was holding the State to
ransom as it was stopping Stateships from servicing the people of Christmas and Cocos
Islands! What happened today? A new shipping service was. given a single voyage
permnit from the Federal Government. Our MUA friends down at Fremantle told the
people running that ship: "Thou shalt not load or sail this ship unless you have taken the
nine foreign crew off and have put on 11I Australian crew. If you don't do that, it will not
be used." Those are the same people who did not allow Patricks to continue with
stevedoring Stateships.
Hon John Halden: The Minister has no evidence of that.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I have the evidence. The evidence is that that ship is sitting in
Fremantle. Why is it not sailing to the Christmas and Cocos Islands? Will Hon John
Halden go down there and get them to sail the ship? Of course he will not do that. He is
totally without credibility. Those people went on strike for a day last week. They went
on strike the week before as well. The manager of the Fremantle Port Authority
contacted me to tell me that they wanted double pay to go on a training course. They
were going to be paid, but they wanted double time. She told me that they were not
entitled to that. According to the agreement they will be paid, but they will not receive
double pay. Therefore, they went on strike for a day.

Point of Order
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am happy to listen to the Minister rant, but this has nothing to
do with the motion. It has to do with the letting of the contract to BAAC and the service
which the Government promised to the Kimberley, the Pilbara and South East Asia. The
motion has nothing to do with recent events.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Sam Piantadosi): There is no point of order there, but
the Minister is stretching his point somewhat. I suggest that he stick to the motion. I
remind members about the need for order. We will hear the Minister in silence.

Debate Resumned

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Let me paint a little scenario. What would happen if the people
who own and operate that ship in Fremnantle rang Buckeridge and asked him to stevedore
it? Would there be a strike at Fremantle which would bring the whole State and the
nation out? That is probably a fair bet. However, we have not heard a word from the
people who are holding up that ship. When those people came to my office a few months
ago, they pleaded with mne to let the ship go. They wanted it to be taken away frorn that
berth so that it could be loaded with supplies for those poor starving people. Those
people are now holding up that little ship in Fremantle. Hon John Halden has been
indoctrinated. Buckeridge went to Fremantle early in the year to do his own thing to help
with the berth. He is still there. Now that Stateships has closed, would he still be leasing
a berth in Fremantle?
Hon John Halden: He has a contract.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: You silly man, there is another reason why he has had nothing to
do with stevedoring Stateships.
Hon Kim Chance: What is the term of his contract?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: As long as he wants it.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister will address himself to the Chair.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: He can terminate his contract at any time he wants, but he is still
there.
Hon Tom Stephens inteijected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Tom Stephens will come to order.
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON: If Buckeridge went to Fremantle to stevedore Stateships, why
would he have gone there three months before and why would he stay six months
afterwards?
The second part of the motion relates to the future of the shipping service to the north
west. The Sina is still operating to the north west. We have entered into a contract with
Union Bulkships for up to six months while we go to the marketplace to see whether
anyone else wants to do the job. That is all being done quite properly by the people of
the north west who made the recommendation. Far from criticising the Government, the
people of the north west have been very happy about the situation.
Hon John Halden: They have been ecstatic!
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Your mates might not be, but the people of the north west have
been given the opportunity of managing and operating the ports in Broome and
Wyndham. They are very pleased about that. Therefore, the second part of the motion is
almost worse than the first. It has no credibility or logic. While opposition members
paint this continuing scenario, they should recognise one factor: Patricks made the
decision not to stevedore Stateships. I asked Chris Dayton to plead with Patricks to
continue to stevedore Stateships because the last thing we wanted was a long term
contract. When we ceased owning and operating Stateships, the last thing we wanted
was to have someone inheriting a long term stevedoring contract. On 26 April,
Stateships went to Patricks and asked it to continue. All the collywobble that we have
heard tonight and on previous occasions is totally without logic or credibility.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [10.27 pm]:
The Minister is a difficult lad to follow sometimes, but we try. The Minister for
Transport has just told us that it was Patricks' fault because it wanted a long term
contract which he did not want to give. However, he then gave BAAC a two year
contract with an option for another two years. That is the first bit of humbug. The
second bit of humbug relates to the comment made on 11I April by the acting CEO to the
Minister -

Any move for Stateships to contract non-union stevedoring labour will be seen as
a complete affront by the MUA.

Who has the non-union labour? It is not Patricks or Conaust, it is BAAC. He went on -

Both the stevedoring and maritime sections of the MUA are in the process of
elections and will not be finalised until late June.

How convenient. He said that the union's likely tactic would be to go through that. That
was said of the person who has just told us that he wanted to give it to Patricks. The
CEO said -

Additionally there is likely to be a stevedoring contract in place between
Stateships and Fremantle Stevedores.

This is before 26 April and before the tender was called for. The Minister's head honcho
is telling him that there is likely to be a contract. He now has the temerity to say that he
wanted to give it to Patricks.
Hon E.J. Charlton: That is totally wrong as well.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: So the CEO is wrong now? Where does this stop? Talk about
going blind. It is not as though the CEO just said that. It is not as if people are talking
through the tops of their heads.
The CEO in referring to the tactics that BAAC Pty Ltd and the Government could use to
screw the union mentioned the use of section 126A of the Act and the 72 hour rule. He
also said -

The Act requires a period of reconciliation of 72 hours during which time
Fremantle Stevedores would be restrained from taking .action against the
secondary boycotts.
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Fremantle Stevedores - BAAC - the group the Minister did not want to get the contract -
come on!
Hon Kim Chance: What date is that?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It was I1I April. Let us get real! The CEO also said -

Fremantle Stevedores would then seek a certificate from the IRC that the dispute
cannot be reconciled before taking the matter to the civil courts.

And mercifully suing anyone who got in its way. Remember, this was 11 April, not
26 April. How stupid does the Minister think the Opposition is?
Hon E.J. Charlton: It is very stupid.
Hon Kim Chance: I do not think he knew we had that.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He did not because he is not that smart. He would not run that
stupid line if he were smart.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: He is smart enough to confuse you.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Sam Piantadosi): Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am not confused. Not only that, the CEO referred to the
expected outcomes. He referred to the problems that occurred at the Fremantle port. He
said that a dispute would occur statewide, if not nationally and the tugs and pilots would
refuse to handle ships and stevedores would be unable to handle cargo. He also referred
to the Federal Government's involvement and said that Stateships' reputation would be
destroyed. Reference is also made to an amount of $250 000 or $500 000 being saved.
However, it was anticipated that it would cost Stateships $10 000 per day per vessel in
this dispute and again I repeat that this letter was dated 11I April. Meanwhile, the
Minister had the temerity to say on 26 April that he wanted Patrick The Australian
Stevedore to have this contract.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Do you deny that Patricks was approached to continue the contract?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It was approached to continue it for three months because a
significant event occurred on about 28 April. BAAC bought the crane from the company
which had bought it from Patricks after the Fremantle Port Authority had ordered it off
the wharf. Two days after the Government went to Patricks to give it an extension of
three months BAAC got the crane.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It still has it.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Supreme Court action prevents me from arguing about that with
the Minister. Of course, the Government went to Patricks so that the problems which had
been identified could be resolved. I have no doubt about that.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Why do you think Malcolm McCusker was trying to get rid of
Stateships - you dill.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The situation is exactly that described by the State Supply
Commission; that is, this matter should have gone to tender on 5 February. That is when
the exemption was given. Why did the Government wait for three months? To set
Buckeridge up for this contract?
Hon E.J. Charlton: You are a ratbag.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is what was said. After the Opposition has had to listen to
the Minister's drivel he is now calling me a ratbag.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You are. History proves how you operate.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister will not bait me tonight.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You are about to have a coronary occlusion.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The situation is that the Government did not call for tenders on
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5 February when it should have. Even worse than that, it was three months after that
before it entered into the dodgiest tender process imaginable. For example, there were no
specific details, no closing date and no specifications. The deal was done over the phone
and it was outside the exemption limit. Every rule in the book was broken -

Hon E.J. Charlton: It was the same as had been done every other time.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: - and the Minister wanted to give the contract to Patricks? The
Minister should get real because no-one will believe his story on the basis of fact. On
11 April the Minister's CEO told him that the contract was likely to go to Fremantle
Stevedores.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Why did he say that?
Hon Kim Chance: Because he believed it to be the case.

Hon E.J. Charlton: You are building up the scenario - tell me.
Hon Kim Chance: I said that we do not know all the facts.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: If the Minister tabled the censored document the Opposition
would know the facts.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I did not censor it.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister should table the parts of the document which have
been blanked out and then we will know the facts. The situation is amazing humbug and
it is even more amazing when we are told that the people in the north west and the
Kimberley are happy with the service which has been reduced by half, is more expensive
than it was a month ago and is carrying fewer containers because Sealink Transport Pty
Ltd is sending its goods by road. The taxpayers of this State are paying $5m a year for
this service.
Hon E.J. Charlton: No, they are not. You are referring to the long term contract.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: What is the Government paying Union Bulkships? I understand
it is $500 000 per month.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It is $2m for six months.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is closer to $5m. We are led to believe that the people in the
north west and the Kimberley are happy with a service which has been reduced by half, is
not as good, is more expensive and is not as frequent. In addition, there is no proposal to
extend the service into Asia. I know I often become exasperated with this Minister. I
find it hard to come to grips with his logic, but tonight has been the blister of all times.
The Opposition has been asked to believe that there are fairies in the bottom of the
garden. I cannot put it in any other way. The Opposition has been asked to believe that
on the basis that this Minister wanted to extend the contract to Patricks indefinitely - that
was the first thing he said and then he went on to say that it would be rolled over every
three months.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It was until the Government sold Stateships.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister's CEO told him the opposite and they were plotting
the industrial campaign to support Fremantle Stevedores.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: How could it give a two year contract under those
circumstances?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It does not make sense. It is an absolute fabrication and it cannot
logically stand together.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: It could logically stand apart.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Not with this Minister. This Minister has a totally different
concept of logic to the Opposition. He cannot keep fabricating the truth to change the
situation because while the State has lost services and paid out an enormous amount of
money, another option would have saved the State money and the service would have
been retained. That would be an impossibility for either side. If a Minister in the
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previous Labor Government had done that I know what members opposite would have
said. They have told me a million times about wasting taxpayers' money. There is no
doubt that this has been an extravagant waste of taxpayers' money.
The Minister wanted me to clarify something. I hate it when he tries to tell me what is in
contracts. The contract from the Buckeridge group was for a management fee of $7m,
subject to consumer price indexation. It was to be apportioned on an agreed basis
between the Western Australian Government and the Buckeridge group. Any profit
arising from the operation was to be on a 60:40 basis - in favour of the Buckeridge group.
The contract would be valid until the year 2000. The WA Government was to pay the
annual charter money of the four vessels and assume responsibility for the
superannuation liability up to the date of transfer. The redundancy or redeployment
expenses to employees were not to be transferred to the new entity and residual amounts
were to be paid pertaining to termination of vessel lease. Members heard the Minister
say that I was wrong when I said that it had a $7m figure in it. I quoted from the
appraisal by Price Waterhouse and the Minister said I was wrong. Was I wrong? No,
and the Minister does not know what he is doing within his portfolio.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I was quoting the same term as Ocean Freeway and giving the
equation when you evaluate the in-house costs already included.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I think the in-house cost might have been $7m. The comment by
Price Waterhouse Urwick was -

Cost to Government similar to existing operation -

It was not referring to Ocean Freeway, but Stateships -

- with the upside of producing'a profit based on achieved savings.
Provides a net result for Government but achievable savings questionable with
little maritime shipping experience.

The Minister should not tell me I was not telling the truth in this place.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I did not say that.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He implied it. The Minister said that he did not want to give out
the tender because he was negotiating with Westpac. I am referring to the tender which
was not awarded on 26 November last year. In December an offer was made by Ocean
Freeway to get the Government out of it. It was the same offer as that accepted by the
Government, but with more money involved and greater cost savings and it would retain
the same service. What did the Government say?
Hon Kim Chance: No real benefit to the State.
Hon JOHN HIALDEN: Then in May the Government did exactly what was proposed by
Ocean Freeway, but for more money and less service. What a joke. This Minister has no
sustainable defence whatsoever on the basis of those facts. There is therefore no option
but for members to support the motion moved by me tonight that this Minister does not
enjoy the confidence of the House.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (11)
Hon Kim Chance Hon John Halden Hon Bob Thomas
Hon J.A. Cowdell Hon AJOG. MacTieman Hon Doug Wenn
Hon Graham Edwards Hon Sam Piantadosi Hon Tom Helm (Teller)
Hon Val Ferguson Hon Tom Stephens

Noes (14)
Hon George Cash Hon Barry House Hon B.M. Scott
Hon E.J. Chariton' Hon P.H-. Lockyer Hon W.N. Stretch
Hon M.J. Criddle Hon I.D. MacLean Hon Derrick Tomlinson
Hon B.K. Donaldson Hon Murray Montgomery Hon Muriel Patterson (Teller)
Hon Peter Foss Hon M.D. Nixon
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Pairs
Hon N.D. Griffiffhs Hon Max Evans
Hon Cheryl Davenport Hon N.F. Moore
Hon Mark NeviU Hon P.R. Lightfoot

Question thus negatived.
STRATA TITLES AMENDMENT BILL

Commnittee
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Barry House) in the Chair, Hon George Cash
(Minister for Lands) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1: Short title -
Hon N.D. GRIFFTHS: In one form or the other this legislation has been before the
Standing Committee on Legislation on two occasions. I am assured it has been
considered in significant detail and with appropriate care by that committee. It is a very
technical Bill and one which we hope will improve this important area of property law.
It has been anticipated eagerly by many in the community. We in the Australian Labor
Party trust that it will fulfil the promises that those who have spoken on it say it will. I
note that during the second reading debate I had some misgivings and I note what has
occurred in respect of strata titles. I join the optimists. In many respects the Bill is of
great import. Hon George Cash has a number of amendments, as has Hon Alannah
MacTiernan. I also note what the legislation committee has said. I wish the Bill a
relatively speedy passage through this House.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Section 3 amended and validation -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 3, lines 10 and I11 - To delete the lines and substitute the following lines -

(d) by deleting the definitions of "special resolution" and 'strata plan";

In the main these are technical amendments. They have come about by a continual
revision of the Bill as it was going through various stages of drafting. The reference to
the Town Planning Board has been deleted by section 46(12)9a)(ii) of the Planning
Legislation Amendment Act (No 2) 1994. Quite clearly the deletion in this amendment
is required.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Sections 5A, 5B and 5C inserted -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 17, line 26 - To delete the words "approved of" and substitute "no objection
to the".
Page 17, lines 28 and 29 - To delete "5, 6 and 8" and substitute "5 and 6".
Page 18, lines 4 and 5 - To delete the words "approved of provisions of the kind
referred to in paragraph (b)" and substitute 'no objection to the provisions in the
management statement relating to matters described in items 4, 5, 6 and 8 in
Schedule 2A".
Page 18, after line 5 - To insert the following new subclause -

(4) The Commission or a local government authority in giving a
certificate as to any provisions for the purposes of subsection (3)(b) or (c)
is not required to satisfy itself, and the certificate is not to be taken as a
statement, that those provisions may lawfully be made.
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A number of these are technical amendments consisting of a substitution of words. A
revision of the draft Bill has found a requirement for the amendment concerning the
substitution of the numerals on lines 28 and 29.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 11 and 12 put and passed.
Clause 13: Section 7 repealed and sections 7, 7A and 7B substituted -
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 23, line 7 - To delete the words "referred to in" and substitute "ascertained in
accordance with".

This amendment will overcome the technical problem of making it clear that restriction
or requirement applies to both strata and survey strata schemes.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 14: Section 8 repealed and sections 8, SA, 813 and 8C substituted -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 30, line 27 - To delete the word 'strata" and substitute "strata/survey-strata".
Page 30, line 31 - To delete the word "strata" and substitute "strata/survey-strata".
Page 31, line 10 - To delete -the word "strata" and substitute "strata/survey-strata".

I indicate again that these three areas outline a substitution of words. These are technical
amendments.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 15 to 35 put and passed.
Clause 36: Section 32 amended -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 49, line 9 - To delete "(f)" and substitute "(e)".
This is very much the correction of a technical error.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 37 to 42 put and passed.
Clause 43: Section 42 amended and transitional provision.-
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 57, after line 31 - To insert the following new subclause -

(3) After section 42(4) of the principal Act the following subsection is inserted -

"(4a) If a notice under subsection (4)(a) applies to the amendment or
addition of a by-law of the kind described in item 8 of Schedule 2A it
must be accompanied by -

(a) a certificate given by every person who -

(i) has a registered interest in any lot proposed to be
affected; or

(ii) is a caveator in respect of any such lot,
certifying his consent to the proposed re-subdivision; and
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(b) a certificate given by every person who has a registered
interest in any lot the unit entitlement of which is proposed
to be affected certifying his consent to the proposed
allocation of unit entitlement set out in the application."

The amendment is intended to remedy an omnission, and to provide that written consent of'
relevant affected persons at the time of lodgment of the prescribed form is lodged with
the prescribed form giving notice of an amendment, repeal or addition of a schedule 2A,
item 8 by-law, after the strata plan is registered.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 44: Sections 42A, 42B and 42C inserted -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -
Page 59, line 17 - To delete the figure "44" and substitute "43".

This is a technical amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 45 put and passed.
Clause 46: Section 47 repealed and a section substituted -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -
Page 64, after line 20 - To insert the following new subclause -

(2) Expenditure made by the council of a strata company at any time
before the commencement of subsection (1) that would have been within
paragraph (e) of section 47(2) of the principal Act if that section had then
been in operation is declared to be, and to have always been, as valid as it
would have been if that section had been then in operation.

The amendment provides that the actions of those strata companies that have acted in a
way that was previously questionable will be authorised under section 47(2)(e). The
actions will be retrospectively validated. Uncertainty has existed whether it was
sufficient to include major proposed expenditure including the payment of managers'
fees in the annual budget or whether it was necessary to obtain a special resolution. It is
understood that since the commencement of the Strata Titles Act very few, if any, strata
companies have passed special resolutions to authorise the payment of managers' fees.
Members will be aware of the recent decision in Russell v The Owners of Cliff Top at
150 Mill Point Road, South Perth, being strata plan 6878, District Court Appeal No A7 of
1995. It had the practical effect of indicating that payment of moneys to managers of
strata companies on the usual annual contract requires passage of a special resolution. If
the validating amendment is not made, the decision of the District Court could have
serious repercussions for strata company managers and members of strata councils.
Representations in this regard were received from the joint industry working party on the
review of the Strata Titles Act; the Strata Titles Institute of Western Australia; and the
Real Estate Institute of Western Australia, requesting the amendment of clause 46 in the
proposed terms.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 47 to 53 put and passed.
Clause 54: Section 55 amended -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 7 1, after line 7 - To insert the following new subclause -

(3) Any insurance effected and maintained by a strata company at any
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time before the commencement of subsection (1)(b) that would have been
within section 55(1)(b) of the principal Act if that section and subsection
(1)(b) had then come into operation is declared to be, and to have always
been, as valid as it would have been if that section and subsection (1)(b)
had then come into operation.

The amendment provides that the actions of strata companies authorised under section
55(1)(b) will be retrospectively validated. Some insurance policies contain cover against
risks other than those set out in section 54(1), either as an integral part of policies or as
options. One relevant insurance protection that is often obtained is indemnity insurance
for strata council company members. It is understood that this general insurance cover, if
approved at a general meeting, has normally been approved by an ordinary resolution and
not by a special resolution. Taking into account the difficulties in obtaining special
resolutions and the need for appropriate insurance cover to be obtained, when agreed to
at an annual general meeting, clause 54(l)(b) removes the need for such additional cover
to be obtained by special resolution. It is understood that only a few strata companies
will have obtained a special resolution to authorise insurance cover for risks other than
those referred to in sections 54(1) and 55(l)(a) and (c). Accordingly, it is proposed that
there be retrospective validation for any insurance obtained in accordance with the new
requirements under clause 54(l)(b) of the Bill.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 55 to 62 put and passed.
Clause 63: Sections 68 and 69 repealed and sections 68, 69, and 69A to 69E
substituted -
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 81, lines 11 to 17 - To delete the lines and substitute the following lines -

(e) a lease, licence, right or privilege in relation to the common
property is granted or varied.

Page 82, line 31 - To insert before the words "has a right" the words "subject to
subsection (5),".
Page 83, after line 2 - To insert the following subsection -

(5) The right conferred on a purchaser by subsection (4) does not apply
if the information was given under section 69C and at the time required by
that section unless the purchaser has been materially prejudiced (proof of
which shall lie on him) by any matter referred to in the notice and has not
agreed to be bound by that matter.

The amendment is proposed so that the provision is consistent with the other provisions
in proposed section 69C(3) - this relates to the first amendment.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 64 to 87 put and passed.
Clause 88: Schedule 3 amended -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 123, line 14 - To delete "85(2)" and substitute "88(3)".
This is to correct a drafting error.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 89 to 97 put and passed.
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New clause -

Hon A.M. MacTIERNAN: I move -

Page 109, after line 15 - To insert the following new clause -
Section 116A inserted
80. After section 116 of the principal Act the following section is
inserted -

Enforcement of certain orders
116A. (1) Where

(a) an order has been made under this Part that a person
do a specified act;

(b) the person ("the defaulting party") has been
convicted under section 116 of contravening the
order, and

(c) the order has not been complied with,
the person in whose favour the order was made ("the applicant')
may apply to a referee for an order under this section; and the
referee may make an order accordingly.

(2) An order under this section is an order that the act required to
be done be done at the cost of the applicant by a person appointed
by the referee.

(3) Where an order is made under this section the applicant may
apply to a referee for an order that the defaulting party reimburse
the applicant for costs incurred in the doing of the act ordered to be
done; and the referee may make an order accordingly.

(4) An application cannot be made for an order under subsection
(1) until -

(a) the time for applying for leave to appeal under the
Justices Act 1902 against the conviction referred to
in subsection (1 )(b) has expired without an
application for leave being made;

(b) leave to appeal has been refused; or
(c) if an appeal has been brought the appeal has been

determined, withdrawn or discontinued.
(5) An order under subsection (1) -

(a) is not to have effect until the time for appeal under
section 105 against the order has expired without an
appeal being brought under that section; and

(b) is automatically stayed by the bringing of an appeal
under section 105 and then has effect -
(i) subject to any order of the District Court on

the appeal; or
(ii) if the appeal is withdrawn or discontinued.

During the second reading debate we discussed the purpose of this clause, which is to
provide the basis for enforcement of non-monetary orders which are made by the referee.
This procedure would allow that where a prosecution has been made under section 116
and that prosecution had not caused an offending party to comply with the order of the
referee, the complainant or the plaintiff would have a capacity to go to the referee and
seek an order to enable them to enforce the original non-monetary order of the referee.
As we have said, this is rectifying a failing in the original legislation.
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Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government accepts the amendment. Broader discussion
took place during the second reading stage of this Bill, but in general terms the
amendment provides a remedy for an aggrieved party where they may require more than
merely a monetary penalty. I thank Hon Alannah MacTiernan for the time she spent with
the Deputy Commissioner of Titles discussing and arrving at this amendment.

Hon A.G. MacTIERNAN: I do not want to spend too much time patting each other on
the back. I express my thanks to Mr Gladstone for his cooperation and the great speed
with which he addressed the concerns I had. Of course I thank the Minister, who was
prepared to negotiate on this matter, which has resulted in a very satisfactory outcome.

New clause put and passed.
New clause -

Hon A.M.. MacTIERNAN: I move -
Page 108, after line 10 - To insert the following new clause -

Section 105 amended
78. Section 105(2) of the principal Act is amended by deleting "section
82(2)" and substituting the following -

tsections 82(2) or 1 16A(l)"

This consequential clause seeks to add to the new provision that we adopted in the last
new clause, so that section 1 16A is now referred to in section 105, which, if I am not
mistaken, is the listing of the appeal provisions. This now recognises that there is a right
of appeal against not only an initial order which would be made by the referee but also an
enforcement order and provides for the limitation of that appeal right.

Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government accepts the amendment.

New clause put and passed.
New clause -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 129, after line 13 - To insert the following new clause -

Town Planning and Development Act 1928 amended

98. Section 12A(l) of the Town Planning and Development Act 1 928* is
amended
(a) by deleting "owners of land" and substituting the following -

.owners of land comprised in "

and
(b) by deleting paragraphs (a) and (b) and substituting the following

paragraphs -

(a) a plan of subdivision or proposed plan of subdivision; or

(b) a scheme or proposed scheme under the Strata Titles Act
1985,"

1* Reprinted as at 19 December 1988.
For subsequent amendments see 1994 Index to Legislation of Western

Australia, Table ],pp. 2 16-8.]

The current paragraph (a) refers only to a plan of subdivision and not a proposed plan of
subdivision and current paragraph (b) refers to a strata scheme and a proposed strata
scheme. As a result of the intended addition of new section 25B, it was necessary for
approval by operation of that section also to be included. The amendment repeats the
original intention, removes the inconsistency and covers the proposed section 25B
situation.
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New clause put and passed.
The CHAIRMAN: I am advised that the reference we made previously to a recommittal
is not necessary as the amendment can be made by a Clerk's amendment.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported, with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - SPECIAL
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [11.23 pm]: I
move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until Thursday, 26 October.
As I explained earlier to the House, the reason we are not sitting tomorrow is as a mark
of respect for the former Premier of Western Australia, the late John Tonkin.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [11.24 pm]: I
move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Adjournment Debate - Internet, Remote Access Fees

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral) [11.25 pm]: The House should not
adjourn until I take the opportunity of raising a matter that has been brought to my
attention by my constituents. It relates to the need of remote Western Australians to have
access to the Internet and the difficulties that are experienced by those citizens in gaining
access to the superhighway in circumstances where they are getting slugged by the fees
associated with that connection.
Members will appreciate that increasingly the Internet has become a contemporary tool
for a whole range of human communications. It has become an essential feature for some
people in gaining access to articles associated with their education and it is a necessary
means of gaining information about business operations and other aspects of maintaining
one's life in this contemporary world. For residents of metropolitan Australia that can be
done generally for the cost of a local telephone call plus the regular monthly fee one pays
to the network server. However, country residents needing to gain access to the network
server are utilising the STD network and automatically incur a considerably greater cost.
I have been told of one user who accessed the network 32 times in one month at a cost of
$94.78. Of course, that would have cost a city-based user less than $10. A remote
Western Australian would have to pay 10 times that paid by a metropolitan user. If
connections for that user had been made during peak periods, the cost would have been
substantially higher again.
It becomes imperative for the community to tackle this question of equity for non-
metropolitan Australians. We must guarantee that they do not fall behind the rest of the
community yet again in terms of access to an essential part of contemporary life. Many
of us have not yet found our way onto the superhighway and the worldwide web of
Internet. Some of us who have tried to use the Internet have experienced a feeling of risk
at being run over by our own ignorance.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Being stretched beyond credibility.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: That is certainly my sensation from accessing the network and
realising that there was a lot of basic groundwork to do before I would be a skilled user
of that part of my home and office equipment, which has become a part of my life.
Clearly, I recognise that accessing the Internet and the worldwide web is an essential tool
for contemporary citizens, not only in metropolitan Australia but also in remote rural
Western Australia. That is certainly true at the moment for many of our citizens and,
increasingly, for the younger Australians who will press to use this facility in the future.
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It is essential that government tackle this question of ensuring that there is equity in
access to this essential part of our modemn world. It is part of the challenge for the future
for our region, State and nation. I will be keen to find ways of getting this Parliament,
the State Government and the national Government to address this question and to find
ways of getting telecommunication carriers to ensure that no restraint is placed in the way
of country residents, such as the high cost of telephone lines being opened for
connections or access to the Internet.
Perhaps it is essential that the Internet opportunity that is now open to tertiary education
establishments by virtue of the decisions of the State, in particular those of the national
Government, is extended to the wider community so that ordinary citizens and people
who are not involved in higher education or even in education at any level should also
find ways of gaining access to the Internet without the extremely high and penalising
costs associated with accessing telephone lines, particularly at STD) rates. Those
interconnections between the citizens of our regions and the service providers, whether
they are education providers, retailers or any other providers of information or access to
interconnectedness between peoples in our State, nation or international community,
should not be hamstrung by the experience of my constituent who raised the issue with
me today. I look forward to seeing whether I can attract the interest of other members,
and of the Government in particular, to addressing the problem. Although for some it
might be an amusing glimpse of the unusual problems of a small number of individuals at
the moment, I predict that questions of access to the Internet and inexpensive access to
the Internet's gateways will become a substantial political issue in the very near future
for parliamentarians and for state and national Governments. In the circumstances, it is
incumbent upon all of us to tackle the questions and to come up with solutions in double
quick time.

Adjournmntz Debate - United Nations, Fiftieth Anniversary
HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) [ 11.32 pm]: Today is the fiftieth
anniversary of the formation of the United Nations. At lunchtime, I was privileged to
represent the Leader of the Opposition - Hon John Bradshaw represented the Premier - at
the anniversary celebrations in Forrest Place. It was a colourful ceremony. There was a
parade of guides and scouts carrying the flags of many nations, along with peacekeeping
forces wearing the distinctive blue beret of the United Nations. In attendance were
former members of various United Nations peacekeeping forces who have served in
countries such as Somalia, Cambodia and the western Sahara. The message at the
ceremony was delivered by Lieutenant Healy, who, for *four and a half years, served in
the United States, Australia and Cambodia as part of the special peacekeeping operation
which preceded the free elections in Cambodia two years ago, following 25 years of civil
war in that country. Lieutenant Healy told the gathering of the act of courage shown by
the Cambodian people in placing their faith in the United Nations during the lead-up to
the general elections in 1993. In Cambodia, there is now no turning back, and Australia
can be very proud of the central role of our peacekeepers and their success in that
country. Of course, lately the United Nations has attracted much criticism of its
perceived failures in Somalia, Rwanda and Bosnia. However, we should not lose sight of
the positive role of the United Nations over the years or of Australia in its original role,
through the then Foreign Affairs Minister, Dr H.V. Evatt, on the formation of the United
Nations in 1945. Dr Evatt was the inaugural Secretary-General of the United Nations. I
shall quote the speech that was given at today's ceremony by Will Bouwer, WA
president of the United Nations Association. We would do well to reflect on the
statistics. He said -

It is also important to remember that quietly behind the scenes for fifty years the
UN has built an international infrastructure to better service humanity.
It has a range of international agencies which have achieved remarkable success.
It has brought safe drinking water to 1.3 billion people in the last decade. It has
coordinated international health research through the World Health Association.
It has made sea and air travel safer by establishing international standards.
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It has helped end apartheid in South Africa and promoted human rights through
its Universal Declaration adopted in 1948. And it has immunised 80 percent of
the world's children against a range of diseases.
It has promoted democracy in more than 45 countries and has cleared thousands
of landmines after the conflicts have ended. It has sent UN peacekeeping forces
to more than 35 countries. And has negotiated more than 300 international
treaties that not only avoid possible future conflict but build up a body of
international law necessary to facilitate future working relationships.

I should not let this opportunity pass without also acknowledging the positive role played
by the UN in bringing together 40 000 women in Beijing last month. Without the United
Nations' contribution to the status of women over the past 20 years, it is doubtful whether
we would have progressed at all.
In conclusion, I quote a message of the United Nations Secretary-General, Dr Boutros-
Ghali, for United Nations Day. His message was read to the gathering by Ben Playle, the
president of the United Nations Youth Association in Western Australia. Dr Boutros-
Ghali's message states -

Today the peoples of the United Nations mark the fiftieth anniversary of the only
truly universal organization in humanity's history.
Fifty years is a tiny drop in the stream of the centuries but no other institution in
history has gathered together so many political communities. No other has
survived so many storms. No other has built such a promising foundation for the
future as has the United Nations.
In the United Nations was born the concept of peace-keeping, a permanent
contribution to the age-old search for peaceful solutions. In the United Nations
was heard, proudly and clearly, the voices of the poorest of the poor. Here the
difficult issues of development has received the most productive attention. In the
United Nations the new nations of the world came to take their rightful place as
Member States. Here sovereignty and statehood come together as the foundation-
stones of an emerging international community.
The peoples of the United Nations stand at a turning point in world affairs. On
this anniversary we commemorate - and assess realistically - a half-century of
United Nations existence. And on this day we are duty-bound to deliberate on the
course of action to be taken by the world Organization in its second half-century.
Peace is an immediate concern. But the cause of development is essential to
enduring success. It calls us to look beyond peace to recognize and take action in
the fields of economy, the environment, social justice and democratization.
Let us learn from our setbacks. More importantly, let us build upon our
successes, for there have been many: successes in situations too complex or
undramatic to gain wide attention; successes in the slow and diligent effort to
achieve progress visible only over the long-term; and successes in major
operations for peace, development and democracy which have not been given the
recognition they merit.
We are gaining momentum. The United Nations provides the focus for a
common global effort. Here is the world Organization created to serve all
peoples. Here is the machinery we can transform into a responsive instrument
essential to the realization of humanity's finest hopes.

Those are very fine words. The challenge for the future is before the United Nations, and
I wish it well.

Adjournent Debate - Duvall, David, Letters Tabling
HON BOB THOMAS (South West) [11.40 pm]: I address two issues in this
adjournment debate. The first is a letter received from a constituent, Mr David Duvall. It
comprises 22 pages, the first page of which reads -
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Dear Mr Thomas
I believe that you should try and help me sort out the mess that the Law Society,
and the Attorney General have allowed me to become part of. These people have
refused to allow me to have any chance of justice, as it would prove that their
colleagues are at fault. I believe that these people the Attorney General, and the
head of the Law Society, Mr Fizpatrick should become the subject of a Royal
Commission into their actions as heads of state and the head of the Law Society.
They are I believe a disgrace to all that they are supposed to stand for. They, it
would seem would rather deny me justice, so as to protect the reputation of the
W.A. Law Society and their colleagues. I have included a brief summery of my
dealings with these people, I would like you to bring them to the attention of the
government, as I believe it is important for the sake of us all. I would not like to
think that other people could be treated like myself and my family. Yet, while we
have people like Mrs Edwardes, and Mr Fiztpatrick occupying these positions
there can not be any justice for the ordinary man and woman. I have implored
these people to help with no avail, so I now implore you to try and help me to sort
out this thing.

That letter is signed by David Duvall. The other 22 pages are three letters sent to me by
Mr Duvall. I would like to table them so that I can call on the Leader of the Government
in this Chamber, Hon George Cash, to consult his colleague Hon Cheryl Edwardes about
the issues raised by Mr Duvall. I would like answers to questions I shall pose after I have
tabled the documents. I seek leave to table these letters from Mr Duvall.

Leave granted. [See paper No 744.]
Hon BOB THOMAS: Mr Duvall indicated in the letters that some time ago he went to
the Merlin Hotel - it is now called the Hyatt Regency Perth - for a game of pool with a
number of friends. In playing a difficult shot when he had to lean across the table and
stand on one leg, he trod on a piece of ice. He slipped and broke his leg in three places.
He took legal action against the Merlin Hotel and, as a result, encountered a number of
problems. The case was poorly handled and he lost it. He then sought legal advice about
an appeal and was recommended against that course of action. In the meantime costs
were awarded against him in the initial action, but he was not aware of that. He came
home one night to find the bailiff had taken action to sell his house and had pinned a
notice to that effect on the door. Mr Duvall has had a series of encounters with the legal
system, and in the course of that has made various complaints to the Law Society and the
Banristers Board. In the course of that action he has had two lawyers struck off. He
believes he can now claim against one of those lawyers for negligence, but the matter is
being held up because he is unable to retain a lawyer to take action on his behalf. I ask
the Leader of the House to consult with the Attorney General and to obtain answers to the
following questions.
Is the Government prepared to initiate some form of inquiry into this case and to ensure
that WA's legal system is relevant to, and can be effectively used by, ordinary citizens
who may be called on to either initiate or defend litigation? At page 14 of the letter sent
by Mr Duvall is a statement that the President of the Law Society is also a partner in a
firm which employed one of the lawyers struck off. I ask the Minister and the Attorney
General to pay particular attention to that section of the letter on page 14 and to indicate
whether the claims are correct. If so, did the President of the Law Society have a conflict
of interest in this matter, and should he have declared that interest to Mr Duvall? In any
event, should he have insisted that an independent party handle Mr Duvall's complaint?
Does the Attorney General have any previous employment association with any of the
lawyers about whom Mr Duvall has complained? They are all listed in the letters tabled.
At page 17 Mr Duvall indicates that he wrote to the Attorney General and made her
aware of his complaints. He also received a letter from a member of Parliament whom
he had asked to support him, stating that the Attorney General had no record of the letter
and the complaint. However, Mr Duvall has a copy of a letter from one of the Attorney
General's staff acknowledging receipt of that letter. I ask the Leader of the House to
look into that matter also. Finally, Mr Duvall says he has a claim for damages against
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one of the lawyers who has been struck off. He has not been able to retain a lawyer who
will progress his claim, but has instead seen the legal system used to the benefit of the
defendant. What action can the Government take to assist Mr Duvall in this matter?

Adjournment Debate - Cutting, Ron, Death
Hon BOB THOMAS: I acknowledge the passing, at the age of 79 years, of Mr Ron
Cutting, who was a great man in the Manjimup area. He grew up around the Geraldton
area, and soon after he married Mavis Cooper in 1934 he moved to Kalgoorlie. While in
Geraldton and Kalgoorlie he developed a reputation as a fine cyclist, and at the age of
14 years won his first open championship in Geraldton. He set a record riding from
Wiluna to Meekatharra in the 1930s, which has never been beaten. He worked in the
mines at the Chaffers 2 400 level in Kalgoorlie, and at 21 joined the Commonwealth
Railways. He became a fireman, and in 1941 joined the Australian Imperial Forces. To
his great regret he was manpowered back into the railways just before his battalion was
posted to Singapore. We all know that Singapore was overrun. The men from his
battalion were imprisoned and most did not survive the experience.
After the war Ron and his family moved to Manjimup and bought 700 acres at Nyamup.
He worked his farm and at the mill to fulfil his dream of establishing a tourist resort in
the karri forest. It is called Kinkin and was set up in the 1950s, 20 years ahead of its
time. The Karri Valley Resort was not established until the 1970s. Ron passed away a
couple of weeks ago and dozens of people attended his funeral. The eulogy was one of
the best I have heard. I was particularly touched by the fact that he was highly regarded
by the people in Manjimup for his musical skills. He was the Returned Services League
bandmaster and was able to play every instrument in the band. More importantly, he
taught numerous people in the Manjimup area to play musical instruments. In my view
Ron was one of the great people in the Manjimup area and, like most people in that area,
I will mourn his passing.

Adjournment Debate - School Fees, $500 Levy Allegation
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [ 11.50 pmn]:
The House might recall that on Wednesday 27 September the Minister for Education was
asked a question by Hon Philip Lockyer about statements I made about rumours that the
Government was proposing to charge a $500 a year levy for students attending
government schools. The Minister for Education advised the House that the story was a
fabrication and challenged me to provide proof of my claims. Later that night I provided
certain information as to how I was given that information. I can now advise the House
that the primary source of that information is at this moment not prepared to provide me
with any further supporting information for fear of losing his or her job. It is interesting
to note that perhaps that person's fears are well based.
I take the opportunity to advise the House of developments that occurred in the Education
Department building over the weekend. I am advised that Miss Janice Robinson and
Miss Ruth Young of the policy planning support group, which has within its structure a
unit called the ministerial liaison unit of the Legislative Council, went to work on Sunday
and proceeded to highlight and photocopy pages 8612, 8613, 8636, 8637, 8662, 8663,
8666 and 8668 of Hansard which all deal with the $500 levy. Miss Young then attached
a note to the information in which she said, "So who is John Halden's secret contact?"
She signed it Ruth and dated it 22 October. The Minister's department is going to an
extraordinary length to track down my source of information, particularly when the
Minister has claimed in this House and in the Press that the story was a fabrication. Why
come to work on Sunday to track down someone who provided me with incorrect or false
information, particularly as the Minister implied or stated in this House that I was the
source of the fabrication? On page 8667 of Hansard the Minister states -

I suppose Hon John Halden will tell the media that he got that from some reliable
source - one he made up or who lives in his office.

It is clear from my primary source that people in the Education Department will not come
forward, particularly when these sorts of efforts are made to track them down.
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The House might also recall a similar incident in my political career when I advised the
public of Western Australia about a 41t a litre levy on the metropolitan fuel tax.

Hon E.J. Charlton: It was 30.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It does not matter. The Minister for Transport, like the Minister
for Education, took the opportunity to imply that I was not necessarily telling the truth
and stated that no such proposal was being considered by Government.

Hon E.J. Charlton: How long after did it come in?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That denial was proved to be wrong when, fortunately, I came
into possession of a Cabinet minute that confirmed my accusation. This is a repeat of
history. I have the documents to show the activities I referred to in the Education
Department last weekend. I am happy to reveal those documents to anyone, except the
Minister and some of his colleagues, because I understand now the extent to which this
Government will go to track down sources.

I intend to keep the House acquainted with this matter, because I am confident that in the
fullness of time what I have said will be shown to be true. It might not be exactly true in
its fullness; it might be that we were not talking about an amenity fee or a levy, but
consumable charges of that degree. If at the end of the day I am shown to be wrong, I
assure the House that I will apologise.

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) [11.53 pm]: How
outrageous can Hon John Halden get? I have asked him to provide some evidence that a
$500 levy has ever been considered by the Government. I give this House an
unequivocal assurance that such a levy has never been considered by the Government.

Hon John Halden: That is similar to what the Minister for Transport said.

Hon N.F. MOORE: If I am misleading the House, Hon John Halden will tell me in no
uncertain terms. I am telling the member now in no uncertain terms and unequivocally
that the Government has never considered a $500 levy. I have asked Hon John Halden
and Channel 10 to provide me with one skerrick of evidence that suggests that is the case.
I have had people go through every document in the Education Department to find any
reference to a $500 levy anywhere.

The ministerial liaison unit was set up well before I became Minister. It is an
organisation within the Education Department that provides the liaison between the
department and the Minister's office. The members of that unit work for the Director
General of Education.
Hon John Halden: On Sundays?

Hon N.F. MOORE: That is the first I have heard of their working on Sunday.

Hon John Halden: I am not suggesting you did.

Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon John Halden did suggest it. Hon John Halden said that the
Minister had gone to extraordinary lengths to find out about him. I could not care less
about Hon John Halden.
Hon John Halden: What were they doing there on Sunday?

Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon John Halden is an outrageous creature who comes into this
place and throws lies all over the place, and makes all sorts of innuendoes. It is an
absolute lie. Hon John Halden stood in front of television cameras and told the people of
Western Australia that he had evidence that this Government would bring in a $500 levy.
When I asked the member to table that evidence he said that he did not have it. Hon John
Halden still does not have that evidence, because there is no evidence. All Hon John
Halden ever does is throw lies and innuendo around the place.

Withdrawal of Remark

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon N.F. MOORE: I withdraw.
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Debate Resumed
Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon John Halden throws these suggestions around that certain
things are happening, but he knows darn well they are not true.
Hon John Halden: What happened on the weekend?
Hon N.F. MOORE: I do not know what happened on the weekend.
Hon E.J. Charlton: The Leader of the Opposition's excuse now is that the reason he
cannot give the evidence is that the person will get sacked; that is his defence.
Hon John Halden: They came in on Sunday to find out who told me.
Hon N.F. MOORE: I will find out why people came in on Sunday, because it is news to
me. It has nothing to do with anything I have requested anybody to do. I do not know
why people would be working on Sunday - although it would make a nice change in
some parts of bureaucracy.
Hon I.D. MacLean: It would make a nice change from Monday to Friday.
Hon N.F. MOORE: It is news to me, and I will check it out. If somebody is trying to
find out about this so-called $500 levy I suggest they are taking a long time to do it.
They were asked at the time the matter was raised to do that. There is no evidence, and
the Government has never suggested that a $500 levy would be charged. For Hon John
Halden to carry on with this demonstrates -

Hon John Halden: I am advising the House that I have not forgotten it. In the fullness of
time, we will see.
Hon N.F. MOORE: I wish the member would, because it is not true. I could make all
sorts of allegations about Hon John Halden and half of them would be true. The fact is
that by saying it in this place, Hon John Halden gets reported in the newspaper and he. is
covered by parliamentary privilege - Hon John Halden knows more about parliamentary
privilege than anybody else - and half the population believe it just because it is said in
here. I am telling Hon John Halden for the last time that I will not continue to argue this:
There has never been any suggestion by the Government that a $500 levy be charged for
students at schools.
Hon John Halden: In the department?
Hon N.F. MOORE: I am trying to find any evidence that anybody might have said it. It
might have been said by Joe Blow who runs the Widgiemooltha Primary School when he
was talking to the cleaner, but it has not been contemplated by Government. I have had
people go through every nook and cranny of the department, wasting hours and hours of
people's time, to see whether they could find any evidence to suggest a levy would be
charged. I asked the reporter from Channel 10 and Hon John Halden to give me the
evidence and they would not. I would like somebody to tell me if there is some evidence.
If there is, I will sack the person who said it. It has never gone past my desk. It has
never been contemplated by me or anybody in Government. If Mr Halden wants to make
these allegations as he did on television and in the House, would he please give us one
skerrick of evidence to suggest what he is saying is true? It would make a nice change.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 115 9 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - OFFICE ACCOMMODATION; RENTAL COSTS

708. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
(1) What was the total cost for the rental of office accommodation for each

department and agency within the Premier's portfolio area for 1993-94?
(2) What rental costs other than for office accommodation were incurred by

each department and agency within the Premier's portfolio area for
1993-94?

(3) What are the estimates for expenditure for 1994-95 for the rental of -

(i) office accommodation for each department and agency within the
Premier's portfolio area; and

(ii) other rental costs?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

(1) $9420234.
(2) Given the account format and chart structure under program budgeting

such detail is not readily identifiable.
(3) (i) $11 503 192 including an amount of $2.9m for ministerial offices

previously charged to other agencies.
(ii) Under the program budgeting structure, expenditures at this level

are not provided for by way of a separate and identifiable
allocation.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - OFFICE ACCOMMODATION; RENTAL COSTS

713. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Local Government:
(1) What was the total cost for the rental of office accommodation for each

department and agency within the Minister for Local Government's
portfolio area for 1993-94?

(2) What rental costs other than for office accommodation were incurred by
each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio area for
1993-94?

(3) What are the estimates for expenditure for 1994-95 for the rental of -
(i) office accommodation for each department and agency within the

Minister's portfolio area; and
(ii) other rental costs?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following response -

(1) Local government - 1993-94 1994-95
Department of Local Government $574 902 $521 368
Keep Australia Beautiful Council (WA) $35 595 $33 900

Office of Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs $59439 $3632
Total rental cost for office accommodation $669 936 $591 640

(2) Given the account format and chart structure under program budgeting
such detail is not readily identifiable.

(3) (i) See (1) above.
(ii) Under the program budgeting structure, expenditures at this level
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are not provided for by way of a separate and identifiable
allocation.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - OFFICE ACCOMMODATION; RENTAL COSTS
720. Hon T OM STEPHENS to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What was the total cost for the rental of office accommodation for each
department and agency within the Minister's portfolio area for 1993-94?

(2) What rental costs other than for office accommodation were incurred by
each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio area for
1993-94?

(3) What are the estimates for expenditure for 1994-95 for the rental of -
(i) office accommodation for each department and agency within the

Minister's portfolio area; and
(ii) other rental costs?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Mines: Department of Minerals and Energy $169 179

Lands: Department of Land Administration $4 530 980
Western Australian Land Authority $491499
Total $5 191 648

(2) Given the account format and chart structure under program budgeting
such detail is not readily identifiable.

(3) (i) Mines: Department of Minerals and Energy $162 062
Lands: Department of Land Administration $5 075 249

Western Australian Land Authority $349 963
Total $5 587 274

(ii) Under the program budgeting structure, expenditures at this level
are not provided for by way of a separate and identifiable
allocation.

WESTRAIL -CONTRACTS 18614, 18619, 18622, 18624
3267. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With reference to W estrail contracts Nos 18614, 18619, 18622 and 18624 -

(1) What was the substance of each of these contracts?
(2) Why were no details of the substance of each of these contracts given

when they were advertised?
(3) Which firms were awarded these contracts?
(4) What was the value of each contract?
(5) When was the work completed?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Contract 18614 - outsourcing of mainframe computer operations to

provide a bureau service including hardware, systems, software, computer
room environment, operational management and 24 hour technical support
to maintain Westrail's interstate booking system and rollingstock control
system.
Contract 18619 -. Supply of computer hardware and software for a unix
processor and maintenance of the processor.
Contract 18622 - Fitting of hydraulic actuators and structural modification
to a WSM class wagon as a prototype and the fitting of the same
equipment and modifications to an additional 14 wagons if the prototype
is acceptable.
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Contract 18624 - design, manufacture, supply and commissioning of
13 truck mounted cranes.

(2) The advertisements are placed to invite interest from suppliers. Full
details of the tenders are provided in the tender document.

M3-04) Contract 18614 Bureau Services (Dept of State Services) $580 000
Contract 18619 IBM Australia Ltd $250 426
Contract 18622 A. Goninan & Co Ltd - $42 000 for the prototype
Contract 18624 Franna Cranes Pty Ltd $141 153

(5) Contract 186-14 Work is not yet-completed
Contract 18619 20 March 1995
Contract 18622. Work is not yet completed
Contract 18624 Work is not yet completed

WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 18629
3270. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Which firm was awarded Westrail contract No 18629?
(2) What was the value of the contract?
(3) When was the work completed?
(4) Is the weighbridge now in operation?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Advanced Technical Research Organisation Pty Ltd.
(2) $83 085.
(3) 29 September 1995.
(4) Yes.

WESTRAIL - NATIONAL RAIL (FREIGHT), CHARGES FOR TRACK USAGE
3275. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Does Westrail charge National Rail (Freight) for the use of Westrail tracks
in the same manner as they do with the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway
and the Australian Railway Historical Society of Western Australia?

(2) If yes, is it on a per tonne per kilometre basis?
(3) If not on that basis, how has the charge been decided?
(4) How does this compare to fees for track usage by HVTR and ARHS?
(5) What are the current fees charged for track usage by HVTR and ARI-S?
(6) Are fees levied on use of track north and south of Pemberton utilised by

Mr Willis?
(7) If yes, are his fees on the same basis as HVTR and ARHS?
(8) If no fees are. levied, what is the reason?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The charge to the National Rail Corporation is reached by commercial

negotiation and includes charges for the capital cost of the track and
ongoing operating costs.-

(4) The Hotham Valley Tourist Railway and the Australian Railways
Historical Society are charged assessed track maintenance costs associated
with their operation of trains over those tracks.
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(5) 220 per ilometre for locomotives and I1 per kmn for carriages.
(6) An annual fee is levied for the right to occupy the Pemberton-Lanibert

section of railway, which is a freight railway and tramway. No fee is
levied for the right to occupy the Pemberton-Northcliffe section of
railway, which is used only as a tramway.

(7)-(8) Mr Willis is not charged on the same basis as the Hotham Valley Tourist
Railway and the Australian Railway Historical Society He operates the
railway between Lambert and Northcliffe as a sole operator and is
responsible for all maintenance associated with the line.

WESTRAIL - CENTRE
Contract for Retiling Floor

3279. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Regarding the contract called on 25 February 1995 for retiling the Westrail Centre
floor -

(1) Which firm was awarded this contract?
(2) What was the cost of the contract?
(3) Would this job have been done in the past by Westrail or BMA staff?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Righton Roofing and Water Management.
(2) $143585.
(3) No. This type of work was carried out under contract in the past.

WESTRAIL - TENDERS FOR INSTALLATION OF SECURITY SYSTEMS AT
RAILWAY STATIONS

3280. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many firms applied to prequalify to be able to submit tenders for the

installation of security systems at railway stations?
(2) How many qualified?
(3) Have any systems been installed?
(4) At which stations were they installed?
(5) How much did it cost to install them?
(6) Have they proved effective and have any prosecutions resulted from the

system?
(7) How does the system operate?
(8) If no to (3), is it planned to install any such systems?
(9) If yes to (6), where will they be installed?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Nine.
(2) Five.
(3)-(4) The first of the security systems has been installed at Currambine and is in

the process of being commissioned. The system, which will cover both
the station and railcar depot at Currambine.

(5) The cost of the system installed at Currambine was $135 000.
(6) The system is expected to be operational by 31 October 1995.
(7-(9) A video monitoring facility will operate at the Currambine station and the

Currambine railcar depot. The railcar depot has also been fitted with an

9631



intrusion detection alarm. Video monitoring systems will be installed at
Armadale, Bassendean, Cannington, Kelmscott, Midland, Warwick and
Whitfords.

WESTRAIL - PERSONS WITHl DISABILITIES, PHONE CALLS FOR
PASSENGER ATIENDANT ASSISTANCE

328 1. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) At what time are disabled patrons required to phone Westrail in advance
to arrange for a passenger attendant to be present at the station on which
they wish to board or alight from a suburban train?

(2) How has the conversion of passenger attendant positions to security guard
positions affected this?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Minimum notice of one hour is required.
(2) The notice required will remain the same under the new staffing

arrangements.
WESTRALL - PROSPECTOR SERVICE

Kalgoorlie-Esperance, Weekly Service Consideration
3288. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Now that the Kalgoorlie to Esperance railway line has been upgraded, is there any
consideration being given to introducing a once weekly Prospector service
between those two centres?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Passenger services between Kalgoorlie and Esperance are best suited to
roadcoach operations which allow the flexibility for passengers to connect with
other rail and roadcoach services in the region. The current practice of operating
charter services between Kalgoorlie and Esperance using Prospector railcars,
where they are available, will continue.

WESTRAIL - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR LIGHTING KWINANA RAIL
YARD

3295. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
With regard to expressions of interest called on 17 December 1994 for lighting
the Kwinana Rail Yard -

(1) How many expressions of interest were received?
(2) Has this work been contracted out and to who?
(3) What was the cost of the contract?
(4) Would this work have been undertaken by Westrail employees in the past?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Nine.
(2) Yes. Esco Electrical Pty Ltd was awarded a contract for provision of

lighting for the north end of the Kwinana railway yard.
(3) $71 553.
(4) No.

WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 18628
3297. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to contract No 18628 for the disposal of second-hand rail and track
materials for the Muja to Narrogin, Bowelling to Wagin, Donnybrook to
Katanning, Wonnerup to Nannup anid Capel to Busselton railways -
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(1) Which firms were contracted to salvage material from these lines?
(2) What was the value of each contract?
(3) What material was each firm contracted to salvage?
(4) What does Westrail plan for each of those rail reserves?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Emerald Glen Pty Ltd.
(2) The contract value was $4 512 192 less $362 850 being the value of

recovered material retained by Westrail for use elsewhere in the railway
system.

(3) Railway line and associated track materials such as sleepers, turnouts,
fishplates, fishbolts, telephone poles, sleeper plates and signs.'

(4) The rail reserves will be retained for future use in the event of any new
resources or industries being developed in the region which would support
the commercial operation of rail services.

WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 18635
3298. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to contract No 18635 -

(1) On what date was this contract let?
(2) To which firm was it awarded?
(3) What was the price of the contract?
(4) At what time is the successful tenderer required to provide personnel for

security in the parking lots at Carrck, Whitford, Edgewater, Cannington,
Kelmscott and Midland stations, including weekends and public holidays?

(5) How many complaints or reports of theft from vehicles or patrons have
been recorded for each of those stations listed in (4) and does the number
vary at different times of the day?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) 14 June 1995.
(2) K.C. Park Safe (WA) Pty Ltd.
(3) K.C. Park Safe (WA) Pty Ltd will manage the car parks on Westrail's

behalf. The company will retain 6 per cent of gross revenue as a
management fee plus operating costs. The remainder of the revenue will
be paid to Westrail. The equipment installed by the company becomes the
property of Westrail at the time it is installed.

(4) From 15 minutes before the first train to 15 minutes after the last train
each day at each location.

(5) For the three months 1 June to 31 August 1995 inclusive, reports of
instances of theft and damage were received by Westrail as follows -

Station Number of instances
Cannington 3
Edgewater 4
MidlandI
Warwick 5
Whitfords 7

The majority of instances were reported as occurring in the late afternoon
and early evening. Not all instances of theft and damage on railway
property are reported to Westrail. For a more accurate position the
member should address this question to the Minister for Police.

9633



WESTRAIL - LOCOMOTIVES
N, NA, NB Class, Numbers Owned; Modifications

3299. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Further to question on notice 752 of 1994 -

(1) How many of the N, NA and NB class locomotives does Westrail
currently own?

(2) Were each of these locomotives acquired from Comeng in 1976-77?
(3) If not, where were they acquired from?
(4) In what year were the modifications made to convert some to NA class?
(5) What were the modifications which led to the new class NA being taken?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Three N class, one NA class and two NB class locomotives.
(2)-(3) The locomotives were acquired from Comeng between March 1978 and

June 1979 inclusive.
(4) 1982 and 1983.
(5) The locomotives' expressors were replaced with compressors.
WESTRAIL - ALUMINA JUNCTION, DWELLINGUP BRANCH LINE,

TRANSFER PLANS
3301. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 723 of 1993, is the Government considering, or has
it considered, the matter of handing the Alumina Junction to Dwellingup branch
line over to the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The matter has not been considered. The Hotham Valley Tourist Railway has not
made a request for this to occur.

WESTRAIL - NATIONAL RAIL CORPORATION
Derailment, Avon Valley

3303. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Further to question on notice 905 of 1994 -

(1) Is the Minister now in a position to provide the reason for the derailment?
(2) If yes, what was the cause?
(3) Is the Minister now in a position to answer (3) and (6)?
(4) If yes, what were the costs?
(5) If no to (1) and (2) above, when will the Minister be able to provide an

answer?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) An overheated bearing caused an axle to break away from a bogie.

(3)-(4)
The cost to repair the damaged track and signalling was $310 472.26.
Costs associated with the train services cancelled as a result of the
derailment were not recorded and I am not prepared to commit the
considerable resources that would be required to determine them.

(5) Not applicable.
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WESTRAIL - ADG-V, ADH-V CLASS DIESEL RAILCARS DISPOSAL
3306. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many ADG-V and ADH-V class diesel railcars were made surplus
by the electrification of the Perth suburban rail network?

(2) How were each of these units disposed of; eg, by tender, private sale, etc?
(3) To whom were they sold?
(4) What was the price for each unit sold?
(5) What was the date of each sale?
(6) Did the sale price include delivery?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Fifteen ADO-V class and four ADH-V class railcars.
(2)-(5) Some of the documentation relating to disposal of the railcars was

accidentally destroyed when the Midland workshops closed. Available
information on 14 of the 19 railcars is detailed below -

Disposal Recipient Railcar Price Date of
$ disposal

Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V602 241 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V603 241 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V605 241 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V607 241 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V608 241 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V613 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V615 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V617 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADG-V618 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADH-V651 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADH-V652 166 25.11.92
Tender Simsmetal Ltd ADH-V654 241 25.11.92
Tender Nonferral WA Ltd ADG-V601 1 410 17.12.90
Donation Australian Railway ADG-V612 Date not

Historical Society (WA) available
(6) No.

WESTRAIL, - BUNBURY RAIL BRIDGE PROJECT
3307. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) When will the Bunbury rail bridge over the Swan River be open to traffic?
(2) What was the total cost of the project?
(3) By how long will the new bridge shorten the scheduled time between

Perth and Armadale?
(4) Will the present single track at the Western end of the Belmont Park

Racecourse passenger platforms be altered to double track to conform
with the new bridge pattern?

(5) If yes to (4), what is the cost included in (2) above?
(6) If no to (4), what will the cost be?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) The Goongoongup rail bridge has been in use since 24 July 1995.
(2) Total costs have not been finalised; however, they are expected to be

approximately $1 6.4m.
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(3) The Goongoongup rail bridge was constructed as a replacement for the old
wooden bridge which had passed its effective life. The scheduled time for
current services will not alter. However, the new bridge with its dual
tracks will ease delays which occurred on the old single track bridge.

(4) Yes. This work has already taken place.
(5) Work to provide double track at the western end of Belmont Park station

was minor and separate costs for it were not kept. The work was included
in a project to provide 1.4 kilometres of track and associated equipment to
connect the new bridge with the main line at Claisebrook and Belmont.

(6) Not applicable.
WESTRAIL - BUNBURY RAILWAY LINE; NEW TERMINUS

3308. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Further to the Premider's announcement in 1993 that the railway line would be laid
back into the centre of Bunbury -

(1) Is this still the intentions of the Government?
(2) If yes, when will the work be undertaken?
(3) Where will the new central Bunbury terminus be located?
(4) Have modifications of the area around the old Bunbury railway station

precluded placing the terminus back at that location?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3) It is the Government's intention to relocate the Bunbury rail terminal to a

site in Clifton Street when tourism in the area has been created by the
progressive implementation of the Harbour City development.

(4) No. The Clifton Street site is the preferred option.
WESTRAIL - NARROGIN, RAIL SYSTEM MODIFICATION

3309. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
In view of recent applications for redevelopment in the town of Narrogin and
advice that Westrail intends to retain one line only on the main great southern
line -

(1) Will the line retained be on the eastern side of the present railway station?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) What is Westrail's policy of consulting with local government authorities

when modifying rail systems within their townsites?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) The matter is currently being considered in consultation with the Town of

Narrogin.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Westrail has a policy of consulting with local authorities if such work has

an impact on the town.
WESTRAIL - LOCOMOTIVES

Narrow Gauge Diesel Electric N1875, N1878, N1881, NA 1871 , Sale to Morrison
Krudsen

3311. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Further to question on notice 3095 of June 1995 with regard to the sale of narrow
gauge diesel electric locomotives N1875, N1878, N1881 and NA1871 to
Morrison Krudsen -
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(1) How were these locomotives transported to South Australia?

(2) Did the sale price include delivery of the locomotive to the new owner?
(3) Why were the locomotives sold as scrap?

(4) Why were such comparatively new units sold, when older units such as
the A and AA classes are still in use?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) 1 am not aware of the movement of these locomotives following their sale

by Westrail.
(2) No.
(3) The locomotives were incomplete and not in operating condition.

(4) There were no operational requirements for this class of locomotive. They
were relatively unreliable and were costly to maintain.

WESTRAIL - TENDER C20798
3319. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to tender No C20798 for the Forrestfield and Kewdale sewage pits
cleaning -

(1) Which firm was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which Westrail officers approved the works to be tendered?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Liquid Salvage Pty Ltd.
(2) $2235.
(3) Westrail's acting District Engineer Midland.

WESTRAIL - TENDER C20799
3320. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to tender No C20799 for the metropolitan district cleaning of oil and
petrol traps -

(1) Which firm was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which Westrail officers approved the works to be tendered?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Liquid Salvage Pty Ltd.
(2) $1095.
(3) Westrail's acting District Engineer Midland.

WESTRAIL - TENDER C20800
332 1. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

With regard to tender No C20800 for cleaning silt from metropolitan area sumps -

(1) Which firm was awarded the contract?

(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which Westrail officers approved the works to be tendered?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Western Educating Services Pty Ltd.
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(2) $6525.
(3) Westrail's acting District Engineer Midland.

WESTRAIL - TENDER FOR HIRE OF EARTH MOVING EQUIPMENT AND
CRANES

3322. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
With regard to the tender for hire of earth moving equipment and cranes under the
control of Midland District Engineer for the use in the metropolitan rail area -
(1) Which firmn was awarded the contract?
(2) What was the contract price?
(3) Which Westrail officers approved the works to be tendered?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

Company awarded contract Contract Approving officer
amount $

Boral Contracting Pty Ltd 102 000 Actg Gen Manager Civil
P. & Y. Busquets 20 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
BGC Contracting Pty Ltd 153 000 Actg Gen Manager Civil
Bob-Tech 5 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
J. & J. Carr 55 000 Chief Engineer Civil

Maintenance
Ederline Pty Ltd 25 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Farmhelp Pty Ltd 15 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Hansen's Earthmoving 27 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Mayday Earthmoving 40 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Morrone Nominees Pty Ltd 15 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Moora Metals 10 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Lew Niven Plant Hire 20 000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
Reilly Enterprises 15000 Actg Dist Engineer Midland
United Earthmoving 66 000 Chief Engineer Civil

Maintenance

WEST7RAIL - TENDER FOR FLOODLIGHTING OF FORRESTFIELD RAIL
YARD

3336. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
With reference to the tender called on 18 February 1995 for the floodlighting of
Forrestfield Rail Yard -

(1) Which firm was awarded this contract?
(2) What was the cost of the contract and for what period was it let?
(3) Has the successful tenderer complied with the terms of the contract to the

satisfaction of Westrail?
(4) If not, what complaints have been received?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Dianella Electrics Pty Ltd.
(2) The value of the contract is $155 956. The period of the contract is from

12 June 1995 to 9 October 1995.
(3) Yes.
(4) Not applicable.
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WESTRAIL - KING KARRI ROAD COACH SERVICE, ALBANY-BUNBURY
3360. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it correct that an additional Sunday King Karri service scheduled to
depart Albany at 9. 10 ami is to start in August or September?

(2) If yes, why has this service not been publicised by Westrail marketing
division?

(3) Is it correct that this particular service will connect with an extension of
the Australind train at a south west town other than Bunbury?

(4) What will be the economic advantages to Westrail with this service?
(5) If the proposed service proves popular will Westrail consider extending it

to Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday also?
(6) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Yes. The service commenced on 6 August 1995.
(2) Between 29 July and 15 August 1995 the timetable for the new service

was distributed to 32 800 households between Bunbury and Albany. The
service was also promoted by television and newspaper advertising for a
three week period from 29 July 1995.

(3) No.
(4) The new service supports regional development and tourism in the south

west of the State.
(5)-(6) The King Karri roadcoach service already operates a daily service.

WESTRAIL - COACHES, NEW SCANIA, DEFECTS
3361. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it correct that the metal stripping on the new Scania coaches is already
showing signs of severe corrosion?

(2) Is it also correct that the large area of glass in the Scania coach
windscreens moves due to vibration and causes them to leak severely in
the rain?

(3) What is Westrail doing to ensure the private servicing contractors rectify
these defects?

(4) Is the Minister aware of a case of a Westrail patron being trapped in the
toilet cupboard on a Scania coach and needed to be rescued by the driver?

(5) Is the Minister aware that high winds cause the Scania coaches to rock
excessively causing many patrons to be overcome by nausea during trips
in rough weather?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) No. There is some superficial corrosion at the rear of the coaches.
(2) The body structure of roadcoaches is designed to allow some degree of

flexing to avoid metal fatigue. This does cause some problems with
window seals from time to time.

(3) Westrail has a contract with a windscreen company which repairs damage
to windscreen seals on an as-required basis.

(4) No.
(5) No. Some passengers suffer from motion sickness from time to time;

however, I am not aware of this being caused by other than the normal
motion associated with coach travel.
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WESTRAIL - MIDLAND WORKSHOPS, LEASE PLANS
Forrestfield Locomotive Depot, Storage Fees

3362. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is Westrail planning to lease out a portion of the Midland workshops?
(2) If yes, will operational private train groups such as the Hotham Valley

Tourist Railway and the Western Australian division of the Australian
Railway Historical Society be considered for space?

(3) When is a decision likely to be made in regard to this matter?
(4) Does Westrail charge the Australian Railway Historical Society of

Western Australia or the Hotham Valley Tourist railway fees for their
locomotives being stored at Forrestfield Locomotive Depot?

(5) If yes, on what basis are fees levied?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - LYMBURNER PRIMARY
Gardener-Handyman, Hours Review

3367. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Education:
Given that the reduction in the hours of the gardener/handyman at Lymbumer
Primary School is causing concern to parents and there appears to have been a
deterioration in the standards of the school grounds and services provided -

(1) Will the Minister review the hours of the gardener/handyman and restore
them to the previous level?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) The department will assess the grounds maintenance standards. Should

there be a deterioration, a mechanism for rectification will be developed in
consultation with the school.

POTATOES - DELAWARE, GROWING BAN, MUNSTER-SPEARWOOD
REGION

3369. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Primary Industry:
(1) Is the growing of the potato variety Delaware banned in the Munster-

Spearwood region for plant health reasons?
(2) Did an inspector visit a property in the area on, or about, November 1994

with the intention of investigating the existence of a Delaware potato
crop?

(3) Was the inspector injured by the property owners dog?
(4) If so, what action was taken against the owner?
(5) Did the inspector qualify for workers compensation?
(6) Were other crops of the variety Delaware found in the Munster-

Spearwood area in late 1994, early 1995?
(7) If so, what was the area(s) of crops found?
(8) Were the Delaware crops destroyed?
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(9) What action was taken against the growers?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following response -

(1) Yes, within a 5 kilometre radius of the intersection of Yangebup and
Watson Roads, Yangebup. (Plant Diseases Act 1914, Plant Diseases
(Potato Cyst Nematode) Notice 1990.)

(2) Yes.
(3) The inspector was bitten by a dog, in the vicinity of the properties he was

investigating. Dog owner unknown.
(4) Nil; dog owner is unknown.
(5) Yes.
(6) Yes, two properties were investigated and found to be growing Delaware

potatoes.
(7) (i) 10 metres by three rows approximately

(ii) 10 metres by 5 metres approximately.
(8) Potatoes and plants were confined to the property. The potatoes were

consumed by occupants. Monitored by quarantine inspectors.
(9) The growers were issued instruction in the form of Plant Diseases Act

1914 form 8 requisition on disposal of the crop and the requirement to
only grow varieties resistant to potato cyst nematode in the Munster area.
No further action; however, the properties are under surveillance.
COLLIE POWER STATION - CHANGES TO PROPOSAL

3612. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Energy:
With reference to the Minister for the Environment's review and management

pormfor the Collie power station as submitted in 1990 by the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia and as approved by the Environmental
Protection Authority in November 1990 -

(1) What are all the specified changes in the design of the power station made
necessary by the scaling down of the project to a 300 MW power station?

(2) What are the specified changes in all other aspects of the proposal, as
made necessary by the scaling down of the project to a 300 MW power
station?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Energy has provided the following response -
(1)-(2) No changes have been made in any material way to the design of the

power station or other aspects of the proposal for the Collie power station
from the details submitted in the environmental review and arrangements
program. However, some elements of the project have been developed in
more detail and have been approved by the Minister for the Environment.
The current project is for the installation of one 300 MW unit, whereas
approval was obtained for two 300 MW units. The borefield associated
with the project has been reduced in size to cater for one unit only.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - COMMERCIAL FISHING CATCH STATISTICS,
LEGAL ACTION AGAINST AUSTRALIAN TAXATION OFFICE

3644. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) What action has been taken by the West Australian Fisheries Department
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against the Australian Taxation Office to prevent the disclosure of
commercial fishing catch statistics?

(2) If action is being taken, who is representing the West Australian Fisheries
Department in this action?

(3) Who is providing the funding for the legal action?
(4)
(5)

When did the legal action commence?
Is the West Australian Fisheries Department intending to continue to
oppose the disclosure of commercial fisherman's catch statistics to the
Australian Taxation Office?

(6) How much money has been spent to date in relation to this legal action,
and to whom?

(7) Is the Minister satisfied that the commercial fishing catch statistics are
accurate?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

The Fisheries Department resisted the execution of search warrants sworn
by the Federal Police on behalf of the Australian Taxation Office which,
essentially, sought to seize the catch records of the rock lobster fleet for
the years 1986 to 1990. Action commenced by the department in 1992 in
the Federal Court challenged whether a search warrant issued on behalf of
one ann of the Crown (the ATO) could or should be executed against
another arm of the Crown (the Western Australian Fisheries Department).
A single judge of the Federal Court rejected the department's view and the
department appealed to the Full Federal Court. T1he Full Federal Court
allowed the appeal on 16 July 1993 and the Federal Police/ATO appealed
to the High Court of Australia. On 17 February 1995 the High Court
allowed the appeal breaking new ground on the nature of public interest
immunity, and remitted the matter of determining the competing public
interest matters to the Federal Court. In mid-year a single judge of the
Federal Court determined the public interest question in favour of the
Federal Police/ATO, and the department appealed to the Full Federal
Court which will hear the appeal in October.
The Crown Solicitor.
The Fisheries Department is carrying that part of the costs of the action
which relates to the search warrants. In the High Court action the
Attorney General intervened and the costs of the intervention will be
carried by the Attorney General,
The original action in the Federal Court commenced in 1992.
Yes. The department is required to ensure as far as possible that the
confidentiality provisions of the fisheries legislation are maintained.
A final figure will be available when the litigation is concluded.
It is a criminal offence for a fisherman to furnish false information in a
statutory catch retumn.

PORT KENNEDY DEVELOPMENT - SOIL CONSERVATION RESERVE
3679. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Primary Industry:
With reference to the Port Kennedy Development -

(1) Why has the Minister lifted the soil conservation reserve?
(2) What management of the area will now take place?
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Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following response -
(1)-(2) The reserve was created as an interim measure to provide the necessary

controls to prevent degradation of this coastal environment. Off-road
vehicles, uncontrolled access and illegal shacks had seriously degraded the
area until 1991. It was agreed at the time that the reserve would only
remain until long term management arrangements were in place according
to the Port Kennedy Development Agreement Act 1992. This Act has
facilitated the establishment of the Port Kennedy Management Board,
responsible to the Minister for Planning, to manage the area. The Minister
for Primary Industry is now satisfied that new management arrangements -
that is, the Port Kennedy board - will appropriately manage the area. He
has been assured by the chairman of the board that they are ready to
manage the area. Therefore, according to the understanding established in
1991, when the area was reserved under the Soil and Land Conservation
Act, the reserve is now appropriately lifted. The management of the area
is now the responsibility of the Port Kennedy Management Board which
will decide, according to the Ministry of Planning's direction, on what
management will occur.

ROADS -ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES, FEDERAL FUNDING SUBMISSION
368 1. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) To which federal Minister was the State Government's 1993 submission
presented, which sought $42m in funds for access roads to Aboriginal
communities?

(2) In view of the current federal Budget allocation of $1 6m to the Northern
Territory Government for funds for access routes to remote Aboriginal
communities through the federal Minister for Regional Development,
will the Minister now join with me and support my recent submission to
the Federal Government for funds through that program?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) I thank the member for this question. The initial submission for additional

funding of $42m for access roads to Aboriginal communities was made to
Hon B. Collins, Minister for Transport and Communications in March
1993. Subsequently, in July 1993, copies of the submission were also
forwarded to Hon B. Howe, Minister. for Housing, Local Government and
Community Services, and Hon R. Tickner, Minister for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Affairs. Unfortunately, these approaches were
unsuccessful.

(2) Before giving unequivocal support to the member's submission I would
like to see the document. However, I have said on many occasions that I
would welcome a bipartisan approach to the Federal Government for
special funding to improve access to remote communities.
The member will be interested to know that as a result of discussions
between Main Roads and the Aboriginal Affairs Department an agreed
concept for setting up an Aboriginal earthmoving and road construction
group was raised by Aboriginal Affairs during a mneeting with the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission in Canberra. I am
encouraged by the outcome and recently agreed to Main Roads entering
into further discussions for the establishment of two pilot projects in the
north west at a cost of $1 .5m. The State is prepared to commit 50 per cent
of this cost and the member may wish to approach his federal colleagues
to have ATSIC provide the other 50 per cent. If the member wishes I will
arrange for a briefing by Main Roads on the proposal.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - BAYSWATER EDUCATION OFFICE
Catwalk Construction

3695. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Education:
Further to question without notice 598, is one of the reasons why the catwalk was
constructed because of occupational, health and safety requirements minimising
workers' exposure to asbestos?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The provision of a catwalk structure is to provide a safe access to the air-
conditioning units.

COLLIE POWER STATION - MINISTERIAL CONDITIONS
3696. Hon JA. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Energy:
(1) What are all the ministerial conditions imposed on the proposed Collie

power station?
(2) For each condition, what action has been taken to meet it and when was

this action taken?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Energy has provided the following response -

(1 )-(2) The Minister for the Environment gave approval for the Collie power
station project on 12 June 1991, subject to 13 conditions. A copy of the
ministerial conditions is attached. The status of each condition is
summarised below -

1. Western Power is progressively addressing the commitments made
in the environmental review and management program. This
process is taking place in conjunction with the Department of
Environmental Protection.

2. Western Power has not changed the designs or specifications in
any material way.

3. Western Power has secured the prescribed buffer zone. Ministerial
clearance for this condition was given on 7 December 1994.

4. The plant design will accommodate the maximum noise levels set.
This will be addressed as each component is considered.

5. The noise monitoring and management proposal was accepted by
the Minister for the Environment on I March 1995.

6. Proposal submitted for vegetation monitoring and management
was approved by the DEP. Western Power is about to appoint a
specialist consultant to undertake the ongoing monitoring and
management program.

7. The water resources management proposal was approved by the
Minister for the Environment on 7 June 1995.

8. The submission of the referral documents for ash and wastewater
management were cleared by the Minister for the Environment on
23 May 1995. The Minister has subsequently given approval for
the implementation of both the ash and wastewater management
proposals.

9. (i) Western Power's proposal to protect and enhance an on-
site wetland was accepted by the Minister for the
Environment on 24 February 1995.

(ii) The extent of clearing proposed was significantly reduced.
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Western Power received approval to its proposal after
satisfying CALM requirements, on 24 February 1995.

(iii) The site layout was reassessed taking due account of (i) and
(ii). The revised proposal was accepted by the Minister for
the Environment on 24 February 1995.

10. The preparation of the environmental management program is
occurring progressively and will be completed prior to
commissioning.

11. Decommissioning is not applicable at this stage of the power
station's life.

12. Transfer of ownership condition will be complied with should a
decision be made to transfer ownership, control or management of
the project.

13. As the project has commenced, Western Power does not propose to
apply to extend the validity period of the approval granted by the
Minister for the Environment.

The process is being carefully monitored by the DEP using a detailed
audit table prepared as part of the assessment process.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - SILVERY WAVE TRAWLER, ALLEGED SALE
INQUIRY

3697. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) Has the Fisheries Department conducted an investigation into alleged

irregularities in the sale of the trawler Silvery Wave by P.M. & D.
Boocock to Mr A. Butler?

(2) Did the investigation conclude that a sale of the vessel and the West Coast
Licence (with endorsements) had taken place?

(3) Were the accounts of P.M. & D. Boocock and Mr Butler, or his company,
Blue King Holdings, investigated to determine the true ownership of the
trawler?

(4) If so, what did this investigation reveal?
(5) Did a sales agreement between the parties exist?

(6) If so, has the department verified the existence and the legality of the sales
contract?

(7) Is the department satisfied that -

(a) Mr Boocock is the beneficial owner; or that
(b) Mr Butler is the beneficial owner?

(8) Which party is presently registered as the holder of the West Coast
Licence and endorsements attached to the Silvery Wave?

(9) Were the licence and endorsements transfer-red to Mr Butler?
(10) Is Mr Butler presently using the licence and endorsements?

(11) If no departmental checks were made on the accounts of the parties to
determine the true ownership position, was the matter passed on to the
police for their investigation?

(12) Does the licence attached to Silvery Wave have endorsements that are non-
transferable?

(13) Has it been concluded that the transaction between the parties has been a
vehicle to legitimise an otherwise improper transfer of a non-transferable
endorsement?
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(14) Has the investigation indicated that the transaction has been fraudulent?
(15) Has the Minister been made aware of the allegations of irregularities?
(16) What action has the Minister for Fisheries taken to ensure that any

irregularities have been corrected?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) Yes. The department has conducted investigations into the alleged sale of
the trawler Silvery Wave on two occasions.

(2)-(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) There are a number of commercial agreements relating to arrangements

between Messrs Boocock and Mr Butler/Blue King Holdings.
(6) Not applicable.
(7) (a) Mr Boocock is the owner of the licences under the provisions of

the Fisheries Act 1905.
(b) The ownership of vessels is outside the scope of the Fisheries Act

1905. 1 understand that Mr Butler/Blue King Holdings is
registered with the Department of Transport as the owner of the
Silvery Wave. Questions of ownership of vessels should be
directed to that department.

(8) P. & D. Boocock.
(9) No application to transfer the licences for the Silvery Wave from Messrs P.

& D. Boocock to Mr A. Butler/Blue King Holdings has ever been made.
(10) It is understood that Mr Butler/Blue King Holdings is currently operating

the Silvery Wave.
(11) No.
(12) Yes.
(13) No such conclusion has been reached.
(14) No. Some non-specific fraud has only recently been raised by a party not

connected with the transaction. However, no complaint by any alleged
victim of such a possible fraud has come forward.

(15) Yes.
(16) As I have been advised by the Fisheries Department that no irregularities

have been identified I have not taken any specific action.
SCHOOLS - SUPPORT STAFF APPOINTMENTS, ADDITIONAL FUNDING

3700. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 53 of 1995, what additional money has been
made available in 1995 for the appointment of support staff to schools, excluding
new schools?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
$500 000 for discretionary days has been provided to non-teaching staff for
specialist, primary and secondary schools.

SCHOOLS - PRIMARY EXTENSION AND CHALLENGE CENTRES
3701. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on. notice 56, how many pri mary extension and
challenge centres existed in 1993?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
36.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - DISTRICT OFFICES, STAFFING LEVELS
3708. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

What was the level of staffing at district offices of the Education Department in -

(a) 1993; and
(b) 1994?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) 544.58 as at January 1993.
(b) 600.22 as at January 1994.

SCHOOLS - PRIMARY
Classroom Size

3709. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 84 of 1995 -

(1) Is the information pertaining to questions (1), (2) and (3) now available?
(2) If yes, will the Minister now provide the answers?
(3) If no, when will this information be available?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Average class size in 1995: Country primary schools - 25.8; metropolitan

primary schools - 28. 1; all primary schools throughout Western Australia -
27.3.

(3) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PREPRIMARY EDUCATION

Study of K-1, K-2 or K-3 Structures

3711. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 186 of 1995, will the Minister provide
details of the studies initiated in (I)(a)-(c)?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(a) Officers of the Education Department have undertaken studies of schools
in South Australia and Victoria where P-1, P-2 or P-3 structures are in
place. In addition research emanating from other States on multi-age
group structures has been reviewed.

(b) A study of existing rural integrated programs in Western Australian
schools is currently being undertaken by officers from the Education
Department evaluation branch. Research questions that form the basis of
the study include: What are the perceptions of principals and teachers
working in RIP schools and the perceptions of parents of children in RIP
classes and how do they compare with those in mixed age and
homogeneous year classes elsewhere in the government system? Does the
academic achievement of students from mixed age classes in RIP schools
differ from students in mixed age and homogeneous year classes
elsewhere in the government system? The study of RIP is scheduled for
completion by the end of 1995.

(c) Investigations regarding the extent to which mixed age groupings will
need to be formed in the future to satisfy local access requirements have
already taken place. A study into the system-wide implications of multi-
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age grouping is under way. This study will also be informed by the RIP
review and the results of the multi-age grouping project.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - TEACHERS OF STUDENT'S WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS

Professional Development Programs
3713. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 192 of 1995 -

(1) How much resources have been allocated for professional development
programs, in the Minister's term of office?

(2) What professional development programs have been funded to assist
teachers of students with special needs, in the Minister's term of office?

(3) What district, school and central initiatives have these development
programs been delivered through?

(4) How much funding and professional development have been given to -

(a) visiting teachers supporting the professional development needs of
teachers on non-English speaking background students; and

(b) the teaching talented and gifted students programs,
in the Minister's term of office?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3) Program

Learning difficulties
program
Shean report seeding
grants and project funds
Priority country areas
program

Priority Schools
program

English as a
second language
School psychology
service

Youth suicide
prevention

Resources Delivered Through
$427 000 Central, district and school

initiatives.
$727 736 A central initiative responding to

identified district and school needs.
$20 000 Telematics professional develop-

ment has been delivered through
the PCAP national element project
(1992-94) and a central initiative.

$250000 Delivered through central initia-
tives, 12 district clusters as district
initiatives determined by school
needs and 139 schools as deter-
mined by individual schools.

$368 987 Delivered through central, district
and school sites as appropriate.

$35 000 Central initiative, school
psychology service; quality
assurance program.

$1 359 Central initiative, support dist-
rict and school identified needs.

(4) (a) $165 220 - national equity program for schools funding and
Aboriginal education operational plan funding through Department
of Education, Employment and Training. Delivered across the
State with particular emphasis on the Kimberley, Goldfields and
Hedland education districts and metropolitan education districts
with newly arrived non-English speaking background students.
The professional development is delivered at district and central
levels and through sessions, one and two day programs and full
week programs according to need.

(b) $216 000 - Department of Education, Employment and Training
(1994-95):
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1994 - TAGS trial over 50 schools; PD for all schools involved,
series of full day workshops.
1995 - launch of published resource and accompanying PD; July -
three day conference/workshop for district representatives (two per
district); October - one day workshop for district representatives
and primary extension and academic challenge teachers.
1994 and 1995 - series of one day workshops in response to
demand from districts and schools. Workshop for Catholic and
independent schools.
Further district and school based PD conducted by district
representative after completion of the initial 'Train the Trainer'
program.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FOR ALL STAFF

37 14. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 197 of 1995, when is it expected that a
performance management system for all staff in the Education Department will be
developed?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Education Department is currently consulting with all employees about a
performance management policy framework. It is expected that the system will
be in place for employees in school promotional positions, central and district
office staff by January 1996. For other employees the process will commence in
February 1997.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PARENTING PROGRAMS IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS

Health Education, Health Studies, Home Economics Courses
3718. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 209 of 1995, with regard to the health
education, health studies, and home economics courses -

(a) when did these programs commence; and
(b) what programs has the Government initiated to ensure appropriate

programs are run in secondary schools to heighten students' appreciation
of the importance and basic principles of parenting?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) The health education K-10 syllabus was implemented in 1989. The health

studies years I11 to 12 course was implemented in 1989. The unit
curriculum units "Caring for children", and "Child development" were
introduced in 1987. "Early childhood studies" was introduced in 1979.

(b) The trial of the student outcome statements (1994-95); the family studies
project; WA Year of the Family activities (1994) - a joint project of the
Education Department and the then Department for Community
Development, with supporting documents produced, titled "Family
Education Material"; the Year of the Family Conference (1994); and
revision of the current courses by the Early Childhood Syllabus
Committee and the Health Studies Syllabus Committee.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL CENTRES
Teachers and Teachers Aides Salary Costs

3723. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 219 of 1995, how much does/has it cost to
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meet the salary costs of teachers and teachers aides in community based
preschool centres in -

(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;
(c) 1994; and
(d) 1995?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) $5 838 200.
(b) $5 746 486.
(c) $5513472.
(d) $5 331 150.

SCHOOLS - SECONDARY
Learning Area Superintendents

3726. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 234 of 1995, with regard to the eight
learning area superintendents -

(a) who are they;
(b) when were they appointed;
(c) where is each of them located;
(d) what is their role; and
(e) what is their salary and terms of employment?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) The eight learning area superintendents are -

English - Mr Gavin Morris
Health and physical education - Mr John Garnaut
Languages other than English - Ms Pam Moss
Mathematics - Ms Jayne Johnston
Science - Mr Fred Deshon
Studies of society and environment - Mr Glen Bennett
Technology and enterprise - Ms Margaret Banks
The arts - Mr Robin Pascoe.

(b) They were appointed on 1 February 1995.
(c) They are all located at the Education Department Central Office, 151

Royal Street, East Perth.
(d) The learning area superintendents have a role across the system to provide

educational leadership, curriculum assurance, and curriculum support.
They each carry a responsibility for the systemic improvement of teaching
and learning within the learning area.

(e) Their salary range is $59 000 to $65 000 per annum. The positions are
three year limited tenure appointments.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS
Primary Extension and Challenge Program, State and Federal Funding

3727. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 238 of 1995, for 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995,
what is the amount of funding for the primary extension and academic challenge
from the -

9650 [COUNCIL]



[Tuesday, 24 October 1995] 95

(a) State Government; and
(b) Federal Government?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) State government funding for PEAC wasis approximately -

1992-93 $1 121 400
1993-94 $1 121 400
1994-95 $1121 400
1995-96 $1187400

(b) Federal Government - nil.
SCHOOLS - TAFE PARTNERSHIPS

3728. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 242 of 1995, what are the 18 schools that ame
involved in the school-TAFE partnerships?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
There are now 20 schools involved in the school-TAFE partnerships. These are -

Swan View SHS
Lynwood SHS
Hedland SHS
Karratha SHS
Newman SHS
Collie SHS
Cannington SHS
Merredin SHS
Duncraig SHS
Northam, SHS
Broome SHS
Fitzroy Crossing DHS
Kununurra DHS
Halls Creek DHS
La Grange RCS
Wyndham DHS
Esperance SHS
Geraldton SHS
Forrestfield SHS
Lesmurdie SHS

Of these 20 schools, Esperance SHS, Geraldton SHS, Forrestfield SHS and
Lesmurdie SHS are finalising negotiations and course planning to commence
student participation from the commencement of 1996.

EDUCATION DEPAARTMENT - LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH
Training Programs for Teachers

3729. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 244 of 1995, with regard to the training
programs that commenced in 1993 -

(a) how many training programs commenced;
(b) when in 1993 did they commence;
(c) how many teachers are employed with each training program;
(d) what schools have the training programs commenced at; and
(e) are all the programs still running, and if not -

(i) why not; and

9651



(ii) when did they cease to run?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(a) One training program commenced and is ongoing; that is, the primary
languages other than English teacher development course. Further
expansion in training continues. In 1993, 17 Education Department
teachers participated in the now annual 20-day primary LOTE teacher
development course and implemented programs in 16 primary schools.

(b) In May 1993.
(c) No additional teachers were employed as a result of the 1993 training

program as all the course participants were already Education Department
employees.

(d) The following schools implemented or expanded LOTE programs as a
result of one of their teachers participating in the primary LOTE teacher
development course in 1993 -

Adam Road PS
East Claremont PS
East Wannerco PS
Edney PS
Grovelands PS
Home Island School, Cocos Islands
Kardinya PS
Lake Monger PS
Mukinbudin DHS
Mullaloo PS
North Fremantle PS
Roeboume PS
Spearwood PS
Subiaco PS
Swan View PS
Tuart Hill PS

(e) (i) The majority of the programs are still running.
(ii) Due to illness of the LOTE teacher, Edney PS was not able to fully

implement a LOTE program.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CURRICULUM INITIATIVES, RESOURCES
Primary Science, Physical Education, Reporting to Parents Funding

3730. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 246 of 1995, what was the level of funding
in 1992, 1993 and 1994 for -
(a) primary science;
(b) physical education; and
(c) reporting to parents?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) The primary science project commenced in 1995. In each of the three

years 1992, 1993 and 1994 there was no funding specifically targeting
primary science.

(b) The Physical Steps program commenced in 1995. In the years 1992, 1993
and 1994 no funding was provided by the Education Department to
specifically target increased support for teachers of physical education.

(c) The Reporting to Parents project was an initiative in 1995. No project
funding was allocated in the years 1992, 1993 and 1994. The project has
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been established to review current practice and to provide advice on how
reporting to parents can be improved.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.- PRIMARY EXTENSION AND CHALLENGE
(PEAC) PROGRAM

Centres, Funding; Changes
3734. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) What was/is the amount of funding for primary extension and challenges
centres in -
(a) 1992-93
(b) 1993-94
(c) 1994-95; and
(d) 1995-96?

(2) How has PEAC been changed or enhanced since February 1993?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Funding for PEAC was/is approximately -

(a) $1 121 400
(b) $1 121 400
(c) $1 121 400
(d) $1 187400

(2) From 1995 full time equivalents for PEAC have increased from 30.2 to
32.2. In addition, a major review of PEAC is being conducted in 1995.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
S/wan Seeding Grants

3740. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 279 of 1995 -

(1) When did the Shean seeding grants commence?
(2) How many have there been in each year since their commencement?
(3) How much funding has there been for the Shean seeding grants for each

year since their commencement?
(4) What is the role and function of these grants?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) July 1994.
(2) In the first year, 110 schools and district offices received grants. Details

of grants for 1995-96 are not yet available.
(3) 1994-95 seeding grants totalled $982 833.
(4) The grants are available to government schools and district offices to

address the Government's response to the recommendations of the Shean
report; and to assist schools to improve the educational outcomes of the
students experiencing difficulties with learning in the areas of literacy and
numeracy.

SECONDARY EDUCATION AUTHORITY - STATEMENT OF RESULTS FOR
STUDENTS STUDYING TOWARDS SECONDARY GRADUATION

3742. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 255 of 1995, when did the practice of
receiving a statement of results from the Secondary Education Authority
commence for those students who are studying towards secondary graduation?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
In 1993 six schools undertook a pilot Pathways program to trial the new statement
of results for years 11I and 12 students. Thbe statements were issued in January
1994.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - RURAL SCHOOLS
Compensation for Disadvantages Attributable to Location

3745. Hlon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 284 of 1995 -

(1) How does the Education Department compensate for disadvantages in
rural schools attributable to their location?

(2) What resources are provided by the Education Department for this?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department provides support for rural schools to offset any

disadvantage caused by location. Some strategies are outlined below -

(a) District education offices provide significant support programs for
curriculum delivery, for professional development, to support the
special needs of rural children and to assist with the administration
of schools. As rural districts may not have ready access to some
specialist services these are coordinated by the district officer to
ensure equality throughout the government education system.

(b) A variety of curriculum delivery programs are coordinated through
the School of Isolated and Distance Education and the Leederville
Interactive Centre. Many programs run telematics courses to
expand school curriculum options; for example, languages other
than English..

(c) The commonwealth funded Priority Country Areas program is
managed and coordinated through the Education Department.
Many specific support programs for remote Aboriginal
communities are jointly funded and coordinated.

(d) Schools receive part of their school grant based on a distance
factor to offset the impact of distance on school running costs.
Rural schools receive direct funding for freight costs to ensure they
can purchase equipment at metropolitan prices or offset the higher
prices when purchasing locally. Rural schools receive a higher
level of funding in the school grant for the following elements:
Postage, administrative travel, agricultural options, photocopier
allowance, small school loading and the remote school incentive
scheme.

(e) A system of government contract prices on a wide range of
equipment and services ensures that all schools obtain maximum
benefit from being part of a large government system regardless of
location.

(f) Agricultural schools including the boarding away from home
allowance.

(g) Teachers appointed to rural schools receive a number of additional
payments including.-
Locality allowance - a payment ranging from $264 to $7 648 per
annum is paid to teachers employed in most country localities with
a dependent spouse. The allowance for each location is determined
using such factors as its climate, professional and social isolation
and the cost of living. Teachers without dependants are paid half
the rate.
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Isolated schools allowance - teachers employed at schools
designated as isolated are reimbursed for travelling once each year
to a major centre.
To assist teachers in settling into new appointments in rural
schools, a number of allowances are payable on appointment,
promotion or transfer. These include:
Disturbance allowance - reimbursement of costs for telephone
installation at the new residence, provided a telephone was
installed at the former residence, and connection or reconnection
of household services for water, gas or electricity.
Property allowance - reimbursement of costs associated in the sale
of a residence in the former locality and in the purchase of
residential land for erecting a residence for the personal occupation
on a permanent basis in the new locality.
Summer vacation travel concession - employees who have served a
full year in certain districts are reimbursed once per year costs of
travelling to Perth or Geraldton in the summer vacation.
Country incentives - cash bonus - teachers employed in certain
locality allowance districts who have served longer than the
compulsory service period at their present school are paid a cash
bonus, determined as a percentage of the relevant locality
allowance.
Excess travelling allowance - teachers who are unable to obtain
suitable residential accommodation within 30 kilometres of the
school are reimbursed for any travel to and from school in excess
of 30 kma each way.
Remote teaching service - teachers in remote teaching locations
will be offered incentives such as rent free housing, pay rates from
$8 500 to $11 500 above base salary depending on the degree of
isolation, flexible teaching hours, 10 weeks' extra leave for staying
in a location for three years, and 22 weeks' extra leave for staying
four years.

(2) The Education Department provides significant resources to support rural
schools over a wide range of programs and although aggregated costs are
not compiled for this purpose, examples are as follows: The total human
resources and contingency cost of all district offices in rural locations as
well as the School of Isolated and Distance Education is approximately
$25m; the direct additional funding in the school grant for the distance
factor and freight element is $2.732m; school bus contract costs in
1994-95 were approximately $34m; over $1 .025m was expemded on
residential agricultural colleges in 1994-95 exclusive of school grant or
other payments; and aggregated expenditures for all rural based costs are
not available.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDIES CURRICULUM
Teaching of Traditional Aboriginal Survival Skills in Primary and Secondary Schools

3750. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 311 of 1995, when did the practice of
teaching of traditional Aboriginal survival skills at the primary and secondary
levels of schooling in Aboriginal studies commence?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
1990, as part of Aboriginal studies program.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL SCHOOL L.EA VERS,
EMPLOYMENT AVENUES

Multicanipus Projects, Kimberley and Perth South Districts
3751. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 313 of 1995 -
(1) When did the multicampus projects in the Kimberley and Perth south

districts commence?
(2) How much funding is there for each of these projects?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The multi campus project in the Kimberley commenced at the beginning

of the 1995 school year. The Perth south project commenced at the
beginning of the second semester 1995.

(2) There is an allocation of $185 000 for the Kimberley project and an
allocation of $65 000 for the Perth south project.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENT DISCIPLINE

Teacher Support Services
3755. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 324 of 1995, what support services, that the
Minister named, have been developed since February 1993?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
All of the named support services were in place in February 1993. All of these
services monitor school needs and undertake ongoing development within their
services to ensure optimum service delivery.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - DEVOLUTION, DISADVANTAGED SCHOOLS
RESOURCES

Tomlinson Review, Hoffman Report; Priority Schools Program, Priority Country Area
Program Funding

3760. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 767 of 1995 -

(1) When will the Education Department be providing recommendations on
the implementation of the Tomlinson review and the Hoffman report?

(2) Where does the funding come from for the priority schools program and
the priority country area programs?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The recommendations contained in the Tomlinson and Hoffman reports

were considered along with those of a number of other reports to ensure a
coordinated and consolidated direction was set for the future of schooling
in this State. I am currently considering the work of the group that was
assigned this task.

(2) Both are commonwealth funded programs.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - LEADERSHIP COURSES

3768. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 768 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What leadership courses, activities and/or programs have commenced
since February 1993?

(2) When did each of these courses commence and end?
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(3) How much funding has there been for each of these courses, activities
and/or programs?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)
Leadership courses
since February 1993

Promo-
tional
level

Focus on leadership 5-6
Focus on staff 5-6
Focus on resources 5-6
Focus on learning 5-6
Leadership course -

Primary Principals 3-4
Secondary Principals 5-6
Depy Principals Primary 3
Depy Principals Secondary 4

Heads of department 3
Induction 3-6
Improving performance 3-6
Curriculum leadership 3-6
Risk management/occu-

pational health and safety 3-6

(2)
Commenced-

ended
Year

1993- 1994
1993-1994
1993- 1994
1993- 1994

1993-1995
1993-1995
1993- 1995
1993- 1995
1993-1995
1993- 1995
1995-
1995-

1995-

(3)*Funding
1993 1994

34776
40 042
24658
39449

81 415
54086

164878
102517
191 595
96950

14271
12537
11510
12747

54 378
26312
53 831
18 835
55 230
14740
17 582
17 895

1995

22992

14 348
17 605
13901

111 950
114 199

38731
830 366 309 868 333 726

*Includes teacher relief, travel, accommodation, catering, venue hire and
facilitation. Courses average $15 000 each.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING - FUNDING. FROM
CRF AND OTHER MONEYS APPROVED BY MINISTER, INFORMING COLLEGE

SYSTEM
3774. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Employment and Training:

With reference to question on notice 789 of 29 March 1995, the Minister advised
that he had informed the college system that all consolidated revenue funds and
other moneys, assigned in accordance with the Australian National Training
Authority agreement, appropriated to the Department of State Training, which
allocates funds on the basis of the state training profile and college profiles
approved by the Minister, was to occur as soon as practicable.
(1) Has this occurred yet?
(2) If not, when will it occur?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) This arrangement will commence in 1996-97.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
Budget Allocation

3777. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
What was the budget allocation for students with disabilities in -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94
(c) 1994-95; and
(d) 1995-96?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
There is no single budget allocation for 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95 and 1995-96
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for the education of students with disabilities because these students benefit from
the generic education facilities and services available to all students as well as the
special purpose programs established to meet their particular needs.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
Informazion Service at Central Office 008 Line

3779. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 827 of 29 March 1995, when was the
information service for parents of teachers of students with disabilities and
specific learning difficulties set up?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The information service with a 1 800 line, began on 13 January 1995 and still
operates.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITIES

Choice of Placement offered to Parents
3780. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 834 of 1995 -

(1) What investigation has already taken place, into ways of offering choice
of placement to parents of students with intellectual disabilities?

(2) What areas will be investigated, into ways of offering choice of placement
to parents of students with intellectual disabilities?

(3) When is it expected that these investigations will be completed?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) A joint pilot project managed by the Disability Services Comrmission and

the Education Department is investigating the education of students with
intellectual disabilities in regular classes rather than the available range of
education support facilities. Four students are being supported in regular
classes and a further two students will be included in this project in 1996.
Principals, parents and representatives from the Education Department
and the Disability Services Commission are participating in the project.
An independent evaluator has been appointed and will report within the
established terms of reference for the project. This will include assessing
the impact of placement on all students; the attitudes of parents, teachers
and communities; educational strategies; and resource requirements.

(3) December 1996.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
Priority

378 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 835 of 29 March 1995 -

(I) How has the Education Department made the education of students with
disabilities and specific learning difficulties a system priority?

(2) How has the department reflected this priority in school development plan
and resource allocation?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department has made the education of students with

disabilities and specific learning difficulties a system priority by
incorporating the education of students with disabilities and specific
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learning difficulties in the department's long term planning through the
inclusion of targets in the department's strategic plan; providing
resourcing for schools and districts to assist them with the education 'of
these students; and establishing a cross-divisional committee to oversee
the implementation of recommendations of the ministerial statement on
the report of the "Task Force on the Education of Students with
Disabilities and Specific Learning Difficulties" which relate to the
department.

(2) The department has allocated $6 070m over the three years 1994-95 to
1996-97 to this priority. It has also established a committee to formulate
policy and guidelines that will inform school development planning
processes about the education of these students.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

Policy Statement, Trials
3782. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 836 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What schools will the policy statement be trialled in?
(2) Have these trials commenced?
(3) If no -

(a) why not; and
(b) when is it expected that they will commence?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Ten schools are developing their own policies for students experiencing

difficulties in learning. They are providing feedback about their processes
and outcomes to the policy development working party, as guidance. for
the preparation of the departmental policy and guidelines. The schools are
Lockridge Senior High School, Lockridge Primary School, Leonora
District High School, Kunununra District High School, Rostrata Primary
School, South Merredin Primary School, Cyril Jackson Senior camnpus,
Ballajura Community College, Manjimup Senior High School and East
Beechboro Primary School.

(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
Distribution of Services Review

3783. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 839 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) When was the mechanism for reviewing the distribution of services to
students with disabilities and specific learning difficulties established?

(2) How often are these services reviewed?
(3) What schools and what students have been reviewed by the mechanism

established?
(4) Who compiled the review?
(5) How was the review compiled?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) March 1995.
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(2) The services are being reviewed for the first time and were surveyed
during June-July 1995.

(3) The services reviewed are language development centres, reading clinics,
Chidley Educational Centre, reading resource teachers and low achieving
students, teachers in secondary schools and the hospital schools.

(4) Dr Chris Forlin, PhD).
(5) The services were surveyed and data is being analysed at present.

TAFE - THORNLIE CAMPUS
Contracting out Processing of Students Results

3784. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it correct that Thomlie TAFE is participating in a pilot program testing

the viability of contracting out the processing of student results?
(2) Is it also correct that as of 15 September 1995 despite semester 1 having

concluded on 7 July 1995, students who required the transfer of historical
data to their current records, have yet to receive the correct examination
results?

(3) Is it the case that despite urgent requests by college administration the
company contracted to provide the service has deemed the correction
work, to remedy the situation, a low priority?

(4) When will Thomlie TAFE students be able to access semester 1 results?
(5) Will the company providing the service receive financial penalties for

failing to provide the service promptly?
(6) Will the pilot project be declared a failure and contracting out for this

service discontinued?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Thomlie campus of TAFE is participating in a pilot program to transfer

the management of student assessments from a central location to the
college level.

(2) There were problems with some students accessing their results. These
problems are being remedied now.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) Students may access their semester 1 results from the assessment centre

now.
(5)-(6) Not applicable.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC LEARNING
DIFFICULTIES

Strate Disability Services Bill, Advice from Crown Solicitor
3785. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 811 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) Has the Education Department now received a response from the Crown
Solicitor regarding the extent to which children with specific learning
difficulties are encompassed by the provisions of the Western Australian
State Disability Services Bill 1993?

(2) If no, when is it expected that this response will be received?
(3) If yes, what was this advice?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) Not applicable.
(3) That any particular learning difficulty needs to be assessed against the

definition in the state Disability Services Bill 1993, so that each case is
examined individually.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

School Programs, Liaison with Specialist Groups
3786. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 842 of 29 March 1995, when did schools
start liaising with specialist groups to contribute to schools' programs for students
with disabilities and specific learning difficulties?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Schools have always liaised directly with specialist groups, particularly those
within the health professions.

SCHOOLS - INFORMATION BOOKLETS
3788. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 846 of 29 March 1995, how many schools
have produced the information booklet?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The production of such a booklet is a school based decision and I am not prepared
to commit the resources required to contact individual schools to ascertain how
many schools have produced an information booklet.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - LEARNING DIFFICULTIES PROGRAM
3789. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 849 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) How much funding has been provided for the learning difficulties program
in -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94;
(c) 1994-95; and
(d) 1995-96?

(2) What are the roles and functions of the learning difficulties program?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) (a) $125 000

(b) $250 000
(c) $250 000
(d) $250 000

(2) To develop and implement in-service programs statewide which will assist
schools to improve educational outcomes for students experiencing
difficulties with learning. The current professional development program
assists primary and high school teachers to incorporate relevant Shean
report recommendations into practice, and develop and implement
individual education plans called Collaborative Action Plans for students
experiencing difficulties with learning - recommendation 16, Shean repor.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

Free Call Line for Public Information
3790. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 851 of 29 March 1995, with regard to the
fire call line -
(a) where is the number advertised;
(b) when has the number been advertised; and
(c) how often is the number advertised?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) In the brochure "Your Schools: What can you expect of them", July 1995.
(b)-(c) In The West Australian, Sunday Times and community newspapers -

January, February, March 1995; in 'School Matters' - January, February,
March 1995; in two videos from the Leederville Interactive Television
Centre on 17 April 1995 and 14 June 1995, for country areas; on
Information Radio, 19 May 1995; and information sent to community
agencies and groups - August 1995. In addition, some schools
periodically advertise the number through their newsletters.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

Teachers, Professional Development and Resource Materials
379 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 858 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What research was used to develop development and resource materials?
(2) What professional development and resources materials has the

Government developed, since February 1993, to assist teachers to cater for
students with disabilities and specific learning difficulties?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Professional development and resource materials have included research

from the following - current literature and research into issues and
strategies for teachers of students with disabilities and specific- learning
difficulties; information from other EDWA projects; and consultation with
staff at the Edith Cowan University.

(2) The learning difficulties program.
SCHOOLS - STUDENT-TEACHER RATIOS

3792. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) What were the student-teacher ratios in metropolitan government schools

in -

(a) preprimary;
(b) primary;
(c) education support centre and schools; and
(d) secondary,
in 1994?

(2) What were the student-teacher ratios in country government schools in -

(a) preprimary;
(b) primary;
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(c) education support centre and schools; and
(d) secondary,
in 1994?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Metropolitan student-teacher ratios as at second semester 1994 -

(a) Preprimary 21.8 (FTE)
(b) Primary 19.6
(c) Education support 4.9
(d) Secondary 13.4
Excludes Distance Education Centre, senior colleges and community
preschools.

(2) Country student-teacher ratios as at second semester 1994 -
(a) Preprimary 24.4 (TE)
(b) Primary 17.3
(c) Education Support 5.7
(d) Secondary 11.4
Excludes Distance Education Centre, senior colleges and community
preschools.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Early Childhood Education Intervention Program, Aboriginal Preschools for Four Year

Olds
3793. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 898 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What are the 27 Aboriginal preschools which are provided for within the
Aboriginal Early Childhood: An Intervention Program; catering for four
year olds?

(2) What Aboriginal preschools are not provided for within Aboriginal Early
Childhood: An Intervention Program; catering for four year olds?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Since the response to parliamentary question 898 in March, the Education

Department has taken on responsibility for an additional Aboriginal
preschool. The 28 Aboriginal preschools are -

Balga Aboriginal Preschool, Balga
Belmont Aboriginal Preschool, Kewdale
Bentley Aboriginal Preschool, Bentley
Bundja Wulan Nunga Aboriginal Preschool, Derby
Collie Aboriginal Preschool, Collie
Coolangarras Barmah Aboriginal Preschool, Albany
Coolingah Aboriginal Preschool, Katanning
Djidjiku Aboriginal Preschool, Kalgoorlie
Fitzroy Crossing Preschool, Fitzroy Crossing
Fitzroy Crossing Mobile Preschool, Fitzroy Crossing
Halls Creek Preschool, Halls Creek
Jumbardhi Aboriginal Preschool, Port Hedland
Kadee Aboriginal Preschool, Bassendean
Koala Aboriginal Preschool, Bunbury
Kullark Aboriginal Preschool, Woodlands
Kulunga Aboriginal Preschool, Hilton
Langford Aboriginal Preschool, Langford
Medina Aboriginal Preschool, Medina
Meekatharra Aboriginal Preschool, Meekatharra
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Meekawaya Aboriginal Preschool, Geraldton
Minoo Malgoo Aboriginal Preschool, Carnarvon
Mt Barker Aboriginal Preschool, Mt Barker
Northami Aboriginal Preschool, Northami
Seabrook Aboriginal Preschool, Brockton
Swannee Noonghas Aboriginal Preschool, Cavershamn
Warrawee Aboriginal Preschool, South Hedland
RoeboumeAboriginal Preschool, Roebourne
Uupababas Aboriginal Preschool, Broome.
The following new centres are proposed -
Gwynne Park - Armadale district
Nulsen Primary - Esperance district
Site to be determined - Alexander district.

(2) All Aboriginal preschools are provided for within Aboriginal Early
Childhood: An Intervention Program.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Participation and Outcomes in Mainstream Educational Services Improvements

3794. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 918 of 29 March 1995, what is the
department's comprehensive strategy to improve the participation and outcomes
of Aboriginal children in mainstream educational services?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Education Department of Western Australia details the targets and strategies
to improve the participation and outcomes of Aboriginal students in the strategic
plan 1996-1998 and the Aboriginal Education Operational Plan. Specific
programs to address the issues are -

the Aboriginal education specialist teacher program;
the Aboriginal education worker program;
the English, literacy and numeracy program; and
the Students at Risk program.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL SYSTEMIC SCHOOLS
ESTABLISHMENT

3795. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 922 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) When will the department establish any Aboriginal systemic schools?
(2) What consultation has the department done with the Aboriginal

community to determine need, appropriate sites and alternative models
and availability of appropriate level of resourcing?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Extensive consultation with the Aboriginal community is required to

determine need, appropriate sites and the availability of appropriate levels
of resourcing before proceeding with the establishment of any Aboriginal
systemic schools.

(2) Initial consultation has occurred between the department and the
Aboriginal community in Bunbury with Aboriginal parents and
community members and departmental staff; and Perth with Karlkarniny
Regional Council. Extensive consultation will occur to consider needs,
appropriate sites, alternative models and the availability of appropriate
levels of resourcing.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL EDUCATION
Bidialectal Planning Committee

3796. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 923 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) When was the Bidialectal Planning Committee established?
(2) How many times has the committee met?
(3) Who are the members of the committee?
(4) When is the likely completion date for the committee?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) August 1994.
(2) The committee has met three times, and an operational working group five

times, to plan research projects.
(3) Members of the Bidialectal Planning Committee are as follows - Yvonne

Haig, Wayne Constable, Carmen Black, Hilary King, Professor Ian
Malcolm, Patricia Konigsberg, Isabelle Adams, Dean Wynne, Simon
Forrest and Carol Garlett.

(4) Mid- 1997, at the completion of a proposed action research project. Policy
and strategies will be developed over this period of time.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Programs: Aboriginal Education Specialist Teachers; Students at Risk; Post-
compulsory Schooling; Secondary Programs in Remote Community Schools

3798. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 927 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) In regard to the Aboriginal education specialist teacher program of
29 March 1995 -

(a) what are the 23 schools that this program has been implemented
in; and

(b) when did this program commence in each of the 23 schools?
(2) In regard to the post compulsory program of 29 March 1995 -

(a) what schools has this been implemented in; and
(b) when did it start, in each of the above schools?

(3) In regard to the student at risk program of 29 March 1995 -
(a) what schools has this program been implemented in; and
(b) when was the program implemented?

(4) In regard to the provision of secondary programs in remote community
schools of 29 March 1995 -

(a) what schools have benefited from these programs; and
(b) when were these programs introduced?

The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 739.]

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Not Accessing Education System, Tracking Mechanism

3799. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 928 of 29 March 1995 -
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(1) When did the department develop and implement a mechanism for
tracking Aboriginal students currently not accessing the education system?

(2) What is the nature of the program?
(3) What is the funding allocation for the program?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Minister for Education has, through the Education Act, the authority

to "appoint persons or welfare officers whose duty it shall be to secure the
attendance of children at school . .." This is an ongoing service provided
by the Education Department. The tracking of Aboriginal students not
accessing the education system was incorporated into the roles of
Aboriginal Education Workers and Aboriginal Liaison Officers in 1984.

(2) Welfare officers help to ensure optimum school attendance and
participation of all children who have not reached the end of their fifteenth
year; support is given to schools and families by Aboriginal education
workers to further the educational welfare of Aboriginal students; an
attendance information kit "Aboriginal Attendance: Some Practical
Strategies" was produced by the Education Department in 1993 to provide
suggestions to help schools design strategies to cope with each individual
case; and the Education Department collects, collates and maintains data
on age participation rates of Aboriginal students.

(3) Funding is allocated through the Aboriginal Education Operational Plan -
Aboriginal Support Network and the funding of the 15 welfare officers is
through consolidated funds.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Students at Risk Program; Committee, State Interagency Consultative Group

3801. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 933 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) In regard to the committee to develop mechanisms for tracking students at
risk and developing a strategy for addressing the issues surrounding
students at risk -

(a) when was it formed; and
(b) who are the members of the committee?

(2) In regard to the state interagency consultative group -

(a) when was it formed; and
(b) who are the members of the group?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) (a) The department has convened or been involved in establishing

numerous committees in recent years to develop mechanisms for
tracking students at risk. The committees have all been subsumed
under the State Interagency Committee, details of which are
provided below.

(b) Not applicable.
(2) (a) Alternative Education Initiative State Consultative Group first met

in June 1994. It had previously met as the Alternative Education
Initiative Progress Meeting and its first meeting was in September
1992.

(b) The members of the Alternative Education Initiative State
Consultative Group are the four Alternative Education Initiative
Program Coordinators, four district superintendents, youth policy
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officer from Family and Children's Services, area manager from
Juvenile Justice, four central office coordinators (from the
Education Department, Family and Children's Services, Juvenile
Justice and Health) and five executives (from Education
Department, Family and Children's Services, metropolitan and
country, Juvenile Justice, and Health).

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Students at Risk Program; Committee of Class Teachers in Schools Establishment

3802. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 938 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) Has the department now formed a committee of class teachers in schools
to assist Aboriginal students support and parent awareness programs
committees?

(2) If not -
(a) why not; and
(b) when will this occur?

(3) If yes -
(a) when did this occur; and
(b) who are the members of the committee?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) The Task Force on Aboriginal Social Justice report

recommendation 134 is a scheduled priority action.
(b) Due to industrial action by teachers the time line for the

implementation of recommendation 134 is scheduled for 1996.
Extensive consultation is proposed.

(3) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDIES CURRICULUM

Trials in Primary and Secondary Schools
3803. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 939 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What are the primary and secondary schools that the Aboriginal studies
curriculum is being trailed in?

(2) When did these trials begin?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Secondary -

Albany SHS
Gnowangerup DHS
Katanning SHS
Girrawheen SHS
Bullsbrook DHS
Busselton SHS
Newton-Moore SHS
Hamilton SHS
North Lake Senior
Campus

Kwinana SHS
Swan View SHS
Forrestfield SHS
Lesmurdie SHS
Morley SHS

John Willcock SHS
Camainah DHS
Hedland SHS
Jigalong Remote
Community School

Yanchep DHS
Leonora DHS
Eastern Goldfields SHS
Onslow PS
Exmouth DHS
Paraburdoo DHS
Karratha SHS
Wickham DHS
Wangkatjungka Remote
Community School

Wanamni Remote
Community School

South Fremantle SHS
Merredin SHS
Bruce Rock DHS
Gingin DHS
Wyalkatchem DHS
Wongan Hills DHS
Dalwallinu DHS
Central Midlands SHS
York DHS
Eastern Hills SHS
Quairading DHS
Northam SHS
South Kensington School
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Esperartce SHS, Fitzroy Crossing DHS
Norseman DI-S Halls Creek DHS
Carnarvon SHS Gosnells SHS
Northampton DES Hollywood SHS
Geraldton SHS Broomne HS
Kent Street SHS La Grange Community
Learning SHS School
Meekatharra SHS One Arm Point
Mullewa DES Kununurra DHS
Morawa DHS Derby DES
Mt Magnet OHS Bridgetown DHS

Primary -
Denmark OHS Wyndhamn PS Australind PS
Koongarnia PS Lancelin PS Baler PS
Wattle Grove PS Palmnyra PS Wyalkatchem DHS
Darlington PS Nulsen PS Pegs Creek PS
Pt Hedland PS Ed Support Centre
Exmnouth DHS Ashburton Drive PS
Forrestfield PS Avonvale PS
Serpentine PS Sawyers Valley PS
Montrose PS Woorooloo PS
North Balga JPS Tranby PS
Hillcrest PS Scarborough PS
Midvale PS Queens Park PS
Bullsbrook DHS Norseman DHS

(2) Seven of these schools commenced trialling in 1990 and others have been'
added to this list over the years as schools have expressed an interest.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
Mentoring Systems in Schools

3804. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 940 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What schools have already developed monitoring systems which link
Aboriginal adults and students?

(2) When did these systems begin in each of the schools?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Schools elect to develop tnentoring systems as a strategy to link

Aboriginal adults and students. These range from very informal to formal
systems that have been developed to meet the needs identified in the
community. The Education Department does not monitor the existence of
these programs.

(2) Not applicable.

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING COUNCIL - BUDGET
ALLOCATION; MEMBERS

3805. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 942 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) What was the 1994-95 budget allocation for the Aboriginal Education and
Training Council?

(2) What is the 1995-96 budget allocation for the Aboriginal Education and
Training Council?

(3) Who are the members of the council?
(4) How many times has the council met since March 30, 1995?
(5) What is the role and function of the council?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) $25300.
(2) $50 000.
(3) The membership of the Aboriginal Education and Training Council is as

follows -

Mr Cedric Jacobs Ex officers -
Mrs Karon Anderson Mrs June Jones
Mr Norman Cox Dr Peter Tannock
Mr Edward Dimer Mr Greg Black
Mr Simon Forrest Mr Ian Hill
Mr Rex Garlett Mr Cedric Wyatt
Mrs May O'Brien Ms Therese Temby
Ms Jane Wilkinson

(4) Three times - 25 May 1995, 25 July 1995, 26 September 1995.
(5) The Aboriginal Education and Training Council advises the Minister for

Education on all matters relating to education and training and will
coordinate the development of a strategic plan for Aboriginal education
and training in Western Australia; ensures that the Government has access
to independent Aboriginal advice and advisory mechanisms which will
provide a better opportunity for Aboriginal people to work at the highest
level in setting policy for the education and training of Aboriginal people;
and participates in tripartite agreements with the Department of
Employment, Education and Training, and education and training
providers regarding the allocation of Aboriginal education strategic
initiatives program funding.

FISHER.ItS - PROFESSIONAL FISHING LICENCES FOR NETTING, HARDY
INLET, BLACKWOOD AND) SCOTT RIVERS

3809. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) How many professional fishing licences are allocated to allow for netting

in the Hardy Inlet, Blackwood and Scott Rivers?

(2) Who are those licence holders?
(3) Are all licences active?
(4) Are the licence holders permitted to delegate the use of the nets to family

members or other persons?
(5) If yes to (4), who are those other family members or other persons?

(6) What are the species of fish able to be caught per licence?

(7) Will the Minister advise what is the total catch rates of fish per species for
each of the three financial years of catch rates periods?

(8) If no to (7), can the Minister give me some indication of what the catch is
that is taken out of those areas by professional nets?

(9) Are professional fishermen permitted to take fish from these areas by any
means other than net?

(10) If so, what are those other means?
(11) What are the specifications of mesh size and net length?

(12) Is there a maximum and minimum to both mesh size and net length?
(13) If so, what are those measurements?
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(14) Is a buy back procedure in place for these areas?
(15) If not, is the Minister considering the implementation of such a scheme?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following reply -

(1) Three fishing units.
(2) Trevor Charles Price and Colin Charles Price - part owners unit 1;

Terrance John Adams - owner unit 3; George Joseph Alex Challis - owner
unit 4.

(3) No.
(4)-(5) Owner fishermen, part-owner fishermen and employee fishermen are

permitted to fish in the fishery. The unit may only be operated by owner
fishermen or part-owner fishermen.

(6) Two unit holders may take all fish species normally present in the estuary,
except for Australian salmon. One unit holder may take all fish species
normally present in the estuary.

(7)-(8) I am not prepared to divulge the catch figures as unit holders could
possibly be identified. However, the species taken are western sand
whiting, sea mullet, yellow-eye mullet, herring, tailor, black bream,
tarwhine and King George whiting.

(9) Yes.
(10) Line fishing.
(11) None. This situation is under review.
(12) No; see (11).
(13) Not applicable.
(14) Yes.
(15) Not applicable.

TAFE - AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT "VALUE FOR MONEY IN TAFE"
Client Follow-up Survey Involving Graduates from WA, NSW, Canberra

3810. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Education:
With reference to the Auditor General's report "Value for Money in TAFE"
report No 6 August 1995, which reports part of a client follow-up survey which
was conducted in 1994 involving TAFE graduates from Western Australia, New
South Wales and Canberra and concerned study areas of hospitality, engineering,
construction and business -

(1) Can the Minister provide from the above study areas combined, for
Western Australia only, the frequency of response to each of the
categories 'very good' to 'not relevant' for each subcategory (Nos 14 to
25) under the heading 'Services/facilities at College/Centre'?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Can the Minister provide the same data for New South Wales and

Canberra?
(4) If not, why not?

The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 740.1
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CLEANING AND GARDENING SERVICES
School Allocations, Reductions or Increases Advice

3812. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) With reference to the answer to Legislative Council question on notice

1673 of 4 May 1995, why did the Minister say that details for school
gardening and cleaning allocations are not readily available for
electorates, when, in response to Legislative Assembly question on notice
2292 of 30 November 1994, the Minister provided such information on an
electorate basis?

(2) In light of this, will the Minister now provide the answer as to whether any
schools in the electorates of -
(a) Wanneroo;
(b) Joondalup;
(c) Mitchell;
(d) Bunbury;
(e) Murray;
(f) Mandurah;
(g) Armadale;
(h) Thomlie;
(i) Helena; and
(j) Scarborough,
been notified of reductions or increases in school gardening and cleaning
allocations?

(3) If yes, what are the details of that advice and what schools are involved?
(4) Which schools, from the above electorates, are under a cleaning and/or

gardening contract?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1l)-(3) Significant resources were required to provide the information on the three

electorates in response to Legislative Assembly question on notice 2292 of
30 November 1994. The resources are not readily available to provide
information on the additional 10 electorates requested.

(4) Contract cleaned schools in the 10 electorates are as follows -

(a) Kinross Primary School
Merriwa Primary School
Wanneroo Senior High School

(b) Beldridge Senior High School
(c)-(d) Nil
(e) Coodanup Senior High School

Halls Head Primary School
Riverside Primary School

(f) Mandurah Senior High School
(g) Nil
(h) Gosnells Senior High School
(i)-(j) Nil.
There are no gardening contracts for schools in the 10 electorates.

WOMEN - IN NON-TRADITIONAL OCCUPATIONS REGISTER; PROGRAMS

3825. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Is the register of women working in non-traditional occupations still
operating?

(2) If so, how many names currently appear?
(3) What occupations dominate?
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(4) If not, why not?
(5) What programs are currently funded by government to encourage young

women to participate in non-traditional occupations?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The register has approximately 90 members.
(3) No one particular profession dominates.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) In addition to the register of women in non-traditional occupations, the

following programs/activities are delivered: Tradeswomen on the Move;
Trade Training Week; Try-A-Trade; Preparatory program for females in
non-traditional pre-apprenticeships; and Women into Trade courses.
AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF - RESTRUCTURE

3826. Hon M.D. NIXON to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Primary Industry:
(1) As a result of the restructure of the Agriculture Department will regional

managers and officers in charge positions be abolished?
(2) If the answer to (1) if yes, what representation will the department have in

the regions?
(3) Will changes to the Agricultural Protection Board improve surveillance of

weeds and pests?
(4) Will program managers be less accessible to farmers with the new

regional placement?
(5) As some departmental offices are inadequate - ie Northam and Lake

Grace - will these be upgraded in the new structure?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following response -
(1) Officers in charge became district leaders in 1994; these positions will be

retained. The regional managers' positions will be abolished.
(2) The five regional managers' positions will be replaced by at least 17

positions in rural Western Australia of similar or higher classification,
including two executive directors. In general, the most senior officer
based in each centre will represent the department.

(3) Yes.
(4) No. The regional location of program managers will make them more

accessible to farmers.
(5) Accommodation needs are being reviewed and will be upgraded as

necessary. Lake Grace, for instance, is being improved and a new annexe
will be opened in the next month.,

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CURRICULUM
Year 10 Students, Percentage Passed English at Year 4 or Higher

3834. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 889 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) Does the Minister now have the data to determine what percentage of
government school students in year 10 passed English at stage 4 or higher
in 1994?

(2) If yes, would the Minister provide the information?
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(3) If not, when will the information/data be available?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Passes in English at stage 4 or higher, government schools year 10

students, by gender, 1992-94 -

Student category 1992 % 1993 % 1994 %
Female 96.2 95.9 94.2
Male 93.2 91.6 90.9
All 94.7 93.7 92.5
Source: Information services branch, from Secondary Education
Authority 1992 and 1993, and Education Department dama 1994.

(3) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CURRICULUM

Year 10 Students, Percentage Passed Maths at Year 3 or Higher
3835. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With reference to question on notice 890 of 29 March 1995 -

(1) Does the Minister now have the data to determine what percentage of
government school students in year 10 passed mathematics at stage 3 or
higher in 1994?

(2) If yes, would the Minister provide the information?
(3) If not, when will the information/data be available?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Passes in mathematics at stage 3 or higher, government schools year 10

students, by gender, 1992-94 -

Student category 1992% 1993 % 1994%.
Female 93.7 93.7 91.3
Male 91.6 91.3 89.9
All 92.6 92.5 90.6
Source: Information services branch, from Secondary Education
Authority 1992 and 1993, and Education Department data 1994.

(3) Not applicable.
SPORT AND RECREATION - COMMUNITY BASED SPORTING CLUBS,

FUTURE CONCERNS
3837. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the article in the June 1995 edition of 'Sports
View" in which John Ryan, President of the Western Australian Sports
Federation, raises concerns in relation to "the erosion of community based
sporting clubs"?

(2) Will the Minister address the concerns raised in the article?

(3) If yes, how?
(4) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3) Many of the issues raised in the "Sports View" article are already being

addressed by various Ministry of Sport and Recreation initiatives
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including: The training of club volunteers through the volunteer
improvement program; support for the education, acquisition and retention
of sport officials, judges, umpires etc at all levels; a sports leadership
program for young people - challenges, achievements and pathways in
sport; attempts to link schools with comnmunity sport clubs through the
community sporting and recreation facilities fund; support for club
facilities development through the community sporting and recreation
facilities fund; ongoing projects between the ministry and local
government to assist sport and recreation development; and sport
development plan initiatives negotiated with individual state sporting
associations which include elements of specific club support

(4) Not applicable.
FAMILIES - TASK FORCE REPORT

Recommtendations Implementation
3844. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

What has been done to date to implement recommendations 34 to 48 of the
Report of the Taskfoxtce on Families in Western Australia, May 1995?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The majority of recommendations 34 to 48 of the Report of the Taskforce on
families in Western Australia reflect either issues currently being examined or
actions already being undertaken by the Education Department. The other
recommendations are outside the mandate and core business of the department.

FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, DEPARTMENT FOR - CHILD ABUSE
REGISTER

3852. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Family and Children's Services:
(1) Has a child abuse register been established?
(2) When was that done?
(3) How many FTEs are involved in its operation?
(4) What type of information is being recorded on the register?
(5) In what way does the information contained on the register differ from the

Department for Children's and Family Services system of recording prior
to the register being introduced?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Family and Children's Services -
(1)-(5) Work is currently being undertaken to establish a child

assault/maltreatment allegation and services register. This work is hoped
to be completed early in the new year.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - "PROSPC"
3856. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Mines representing the Minister for

Resources Development:
(1) Who printed the Western Australia's international magazine "Prospect",

September-November 1995 edition?
(2) What was the total cost of the magazine?
(3) What was the cost of the distribution of the magazine?
(4) To whom was the magazine distributed?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Lamb Print.
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(2) Total cost of the September-November 1995 edition of the magazine is
not yet fully available but is expected to be about $26 700, including in-
house staff, distribution and $10 000 payment per edition to Mining
Monthly for production.

(3) Distribution costs for the September-November 1995 edition of the
magazine are not yet fully available but are expected to be about $3 700.

(4) "Prospect" September-November 1995 edition is currently being
distributed both locally and overseas to individuals, companies and
government offices. In addition, "Prospect" is used in exhibitions and
displays and for advertising Western Australia to visiting delegations.

WA INSTITUTE OF SPORT INC - PORTER, CHILLA, PAYMENT
3861. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) What is the rate of payment to Mr Chilla Porter in his capacity as
Chairman of the Bioard of Western Australian Institute of Sport?

(2) What fringe benefits does he receive in that capacity?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Mr Chilla Porter is paid a chairman's stipend of $6 000 per annumn in

1995-96. This is the same fee that was paid in 1994-95 to the previous
chairman.

(2) Nil.
WA INSTITUTE OF SPORT INC - ANNUAL REPORT

3862. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) Who printed the Western Australian Institute of Sport annual report 1994-

95?
(2) What was the total cost of the magazine?
(3) What was the cost of the distribution of the magazine?
(4) To who was the magazine distributed?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The WAIS annual report was printed by Print Image of 31 Angove Street,

North Perth.
(2) The total cost of the magazine was - printing $5 700; photographs $1 302.
(3) The cost of distributing the magazines was $432.50.

(4) The magazine was distributed to WAIS sponsors; associated sporting
bodies - national and state; WAIS athletes; media; members of Parliament.

AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF - REGIONAL ACCOMMODATION
PLANNING WORK

3866. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Primary Industry:
What regional accommodation planning work is to be undertaken in 1995-96?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following response -

A provisional allocation of $1.1 m has been granted in the 1995-96 capital works
budget for accommodation planning. With recent new appointments of the new
executive, the department has requested the Building Management Authority to
assist with our regional representatives for the planning and design of regional
accommodation. The identified areas for regional accommodation planning for
1995-96 include Geraldton, Katanning and Northam. Other district sites will also
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be reviewed for future accommodation needs to meet the restructure and
regionalisation recommended by the Agriculture portfolio review.

WESTRAIL - ANNUAL REPORT: OPERATING RESULTS, OVER BUDGET
EXPENDITURE

3872. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport:
With reference to page 47 of the annual report 1995 for Westrail dealing with
operating results, how much of the over budget expenditure of $22.6m was due
to -
(a) increases in costs incurred by the National Rail Coroainport

running its own trains; roainpirt
(b) increases in costs due to derailments and washaways;
(c) increases in costs due to private carrier payments (due to increase in task);

and
(d) increases in outsourcing costs due to the wind-up of Midland Workshops

resulting in maintenance work being rescheduled and outsourced?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The information, which is shown on page 77 of Westrail's annual report, is as
follows -

(a) $8m.
(b) $4.4m.
(c) $2.l1m.
(d) $7.8m.

SCHOOLS - RATIONALISATION AND AMALGAMATION
3877. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Can the Minister inform the House when he will be releasing the next list
of schools to be considered for rationalisation and amalgamation?

(2) Of those schools named on the initial list are there any that have still to
complete the process?

(3) If so, how many and what are the schools?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) School rationalisation is now an ongoing process. When a school

rationalisation project officer completes a school review, work
commences on identifying another school using the most up to date
information. Following identification, the school community is informed
of the review and the review commences.

(2) Yes.
(3) As of 3 October 1995 there are four schools of the initial list still under

review -

Belmay Primary School
City Beach Senior High School
Cloverdale Primary School
Whiteside Primary School

BUXTON, JEREMY - MINISTERIAL POLICY OFFICER, ROLE AND DUTIES
3878. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) Can the Minister advise the House about the role and duties of his
ministerial policy officer, Jeremy Buxton, who also happens to be
chairman of the WA Liberal Party's policy committee?
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(2) Can the Minister assure this House that Mr Buxton has not used his highly
paid position in the ministerial office to research or produce any work for
the benefit of the Liberal Party?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) Mr Buxton is employed as a senior policy officer on a term of government

contract in my ministerial office. His role is to assist in policy
development and to provide advice on issues related to my portfolio. His
duty statement is as follows -

Policy - responsible for the policy development process on issues related
to the Minister's portfolio responsibilities. Undertakes/coordinates work
on special projects as required. Assesses alternative policy
proposals/programs recommended by public sector agencies and
recommends appropriate action. Liaises directly with staff from other
Ministers' offices and with senior government officers on questions of
policy development. Participates in the development of the Minister's
legislative program. Represents the Minister's office and contributes to
the work of interdepartmental committees and special task forces on
policy issues or initiatives. Provides guidance to other officers on policy
questions requiring the exercise of judgment. Responds directly to
external inquirers seeking advice and guidance on a range of policy
questions.
Other - prepares reports, briefing notes, speech notes and draft replies to
parliamentary questions and ministerial correspondence for the Minister.
Other duties as required.

TAFE - CHILD CARE COURSE
3879. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Was a course on child care, for use in TAFE Colleges, developed and paid
for by TAFE?

(2) If yes, what was the estimated cost of developing this course?
(3) Was this course sold or given to a private provider?
(4) If sold, what did the private provider pay for the course?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) $15000.
(3) The course was made available for use in 1995 by a private provider under

franchise.
(4) Not applicable.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
Expenditure Improvement

388 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
The Minister has said publicly that the Government is steadily attempting to
improve expenditure on school capital work programs. How can the Minister
justify that statement when in his three years as Minister he has spent and
proposes to spend $217m on capital works, when this compares with Labor's last
three years of $22 1m spent on Education Department capital works?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
After adjusting funding provided by the previous Government for the acquisition
of motor vehicles and maintenance and minor works, which are appropriately
recurrent funding items, and loans to non-government schools, the expenditure
is -
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Last three years Labor Government, ie 1990-91 to 1992-93 - $178m
First three years current Government, ie 1993-94 to 1995-96 - $216m.

TWO ROCKS MARINA - TOKYU CORPORATION, LEASE ARRANGEMENTS
3894. Hon REG DAVIES to the Minister for Lands:

(1) In respect of the Two Rocks Marina, under what lease arrangements is the
current operator, Tokyu Corporation, presently working?

(2) Will the Commercial Arbitration Act be used in the event of dispute
between the users and the operator of the marina?

(3) If yes to (2), what guidelines will be relied upon in the event of a dispute
in respect of -

(a) assessing whether or not the lease fees are "comparable' to other
similar harbour facilities; and/or

(b) deeming what are considered as "reasonable profit margins" as per
section 12 of the draft lease being negotiated between the State
Government and the Tokyu Corporation?

(4) Who is responsible for determining what constitutes "reasonable profit
margins" as per section 12 of the draft lease?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Yanchep Sun City Pty Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Tokyu

Corporation, continues to lease the Two Rocks yacht harbour on a
"holding over" basis under the terms and conditions of the original lease
which commenced on 10 November 1972.

(2) The original lease had no provision for the resolution of disputes including
fees and charges between the operators of the marina and its users
(tenants). However, the terms of a new lease provide for dispute parties to
have disputes resolved by access to the provisions of the Commercial
Arbitration Act if the parties are unable to resolve matters by mutual
agreement.

(3)-(4) The new lease requires the lessee among other matters to ensure rents and
fees are comparable to other similar facilities having regard to the
commercial (private) nature of the marina infrastructure and management
in comparison with other marinas which are publicly owned and on
different cost structures. Details of the rental and fee comparisons
formula to be adopted, or profit margin, have yet to be determined for
ensuring lease compliance. However, if they cannot be agreed between
the lessor and the lessee, this matter will be determined by arbitration.
Likewise if a dispute between the lessee and its tenants arises, that bears
upon fees, charges or profit margin issues relevant to the terms of the new
lease, this is a matter that can be determined by arbitration initiated by the
tenant as a dispute party.

LAND - ADVERSE POSSESSION, LEGISLATION AMENDMENTS
Mercer, Graemne and Julie of Shoalwater Bay Case

3900. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister for Lands:
Will the Minister consider amendments to legislation and/or regulations to
prevent further situations like that which occurred in the case of Graeme and Julie
Mercer of Shoalwater Bay, through the process of adverse possession?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Transfer of Land Act provides a means of determining adverse possession
claims without the need for court proceedings. Most cases are not contested. If
the Commissioner of Titles or his deputy is satisfied, on the basis of evidence
provided by the applicant, that the claim has been established, he gives notice of
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his decision in accordance with section 223 of the Act. At that stage, any person
having an interest in that land can lodge a caveat and commence proceedings in
the Supreme Court to prevent registration of the applicant as proprietor. Mr and
Mrs Mercer chose not to take that action. Their decision not to utilise the
statutory safeguard provided to them does not warrant amending the Act.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

STATESHIPS - GENERAL AGENT, TENDERS
835. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the successful tender price for the general agent for Stateships?
(2) Was this price the lowest submitted for this tender?
(3) Was the tender price altered after the tender document was submitted as a

result of negotiations?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) As indicated to the Leader of the Opposition in response to question on

notice 1208, the general agency agreement is commercially confidential.
(2) Yes.
(3) Stateships obtained the approval of the State Supply Commission tenders

committee on 13 April for Mediterranean Shipping Co (Aus) Pty Ltd to be
considered as the preferred tenderer and for negotiations on that
company's tender to be concluded. Certain aspects of the tender were
subsequently clarified and that resulted in a reduction in port agency
charges as a consequence of the tenderer gaining a better understanding of
the scope of services required.
STATESHIPS - UNION BULKSHIPS, MV SINA CHARTER

836. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
I refer to the Minister's answer to question without notice 777 in which he seeks
to justify acceptance of the more expensive Union Bulkships' tender on the basis
that it was assessed to have greater marketing expertise to improve freight
revenues and access to a larger freight network.
(1) Was this assessment made by the Director General of Transport or his

department and, if not, why not?
(2) In the light of the so-called assessment, will the Minister explain why

Union Bulkships did not generate any cargo in its own right on the first
subcharter voyage of the Sina?

(3) Will the Minister table the details on a voyage by voyage basis of what is
achieved on completion of each subcharter voyage of the Sina to illustrate
what contribution is made by Union Bulkships, particularly since
appointment of that company will cost Western Australian taxpayers an
extra $200 000 in its six month contract period?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The assessment was made by a panel comprising senior representatives of

the Department of Transport, Stateships and the State Supply
Commission.

(2) As Union Bullcships is operating the ship in its own right, the Leader of
the Opposition should ask the company.
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Hon John Halden: That is accountability for you!
Han E.J. CHARLTON: It is a proper company and it has a contract.
Hon John Halden: Will you now privatise ministerial accountability?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The Leader of the Opposition wants to know -

Hon John Halden: You are responsible for Stateships.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: This is not about Stateships. What the Leader of the
Opposition is doing is exactly what he did in his comments on the motion he
moved earlier today. He is trying to present a scenario that is not factual and is
putting his interpretation on it.
Hon John Halden: You put your interpretation on it.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: In this question the Leader of the Opposition is asking
me to give details of Union Bulkships' operations. It is a private operation. It has
been given a contract by the Government to move product to the north of Western
Australia in the Sina.
(3) This information is the commercial property of Union Bulkships.

However, again, the Leader of the Opposition may wish to approach the
company on the matter. The Leader of the Opposition can go for his life
and ask it for the information.

STATESHIPS - STE VEDORING CONTRACT
Buckeridge, Len; BAAC Pry Lid, Wharf Space Lease Discussions

837. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
I refer the Minister to the letter sent by Len Buckeridge to the Mediterranean
Shipping Co (Aus) Pty Ltd and Stateships. The letter reveals not only that
Stateships had serious doubts about the capacity of a home builder to unload
container ships on the wharf, but also that Mr Buckeridge had held meetings with
the Minister about the proposal.
(1) On what date did the Minister first discuss Mr Buckeridge's entry onto

Fremantle wharf with him?
(2) On what other dates did the Minister discuss, both formally and

informally, the entry of Mr Buckeridge onto the Fremantle wharf'?
(3) On what date was it decided by the Minister or Cabinet to let tenders for

the Stateships' stevedoring contract?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1)-(2) The situation of BAAC Pty Ltd leasing wharf space at Fremantle from I

March 1995 was a matter between the Fremantle Port Authority and the
lessee. Prior to the lease being formalised, the matter was raised with me
on a number of occasions by the port authority and BAAC representatives.
I always encourage anyone to talk to the port authority about leasing
wharf space whenever the question arises. It is open to interested parties
to negotiate with the port authority for the lease of space at Fremantle for
business purposes.

(3) On 26 April 1995, Stateships' general agent asked Patrick The Australian
Stevedore to extend the Stateships' stevedoring contract. Patricks
declined, saying a long term contract was required. As a result, on 26 and
27 April the general agent called quotations from all stevedoring
companies at Fremantle that could do the work, being Patrick, Conaust
Ltd and BAAC. This action was endorsed by the commissioners of
Stateships on 1 May.
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SHIPS AND SHIPPING - FREIGHT RATES; SEALINK TRANSPORT PTY LTD
838. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Minister's answer to question without notice 778 in which he asserts
that freight rates have not risen. Is he aware that freight rates of Sealink
Transport Pty Ltd, the major shipper to the north west, have been increased to a
point where use of the Stateships' service is now virtually precluded?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. That is a matter between the
new operator and Sealink. What is of importance to the Government is the cost to
end users. As already indicated to the member in respect of this situation, freight
rates have not generally increased.

STATESHIPS - SHIPPING SERVICE TO NORTH WEST
Ports Serviced; Frequency for Deliveries from Fremantle

839. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
I refer to the announced government funding of up to $5m per annum to provide a
long term shipping service to the north west.
(1) What ports in the north west are required to be serviced?
(2) What is the minimum frequency for deliveries from Fremantle which the

Government considers necessary?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The shipping service is required to service the ports of Broome and

Wynd ham on a regular basis.
(2) A fixed day fortnightly service would be preferred. The advertisement

relating to the tender indicated that there would be some flexibility and the
proponents were requested to suggest a proposal.

CALM - SHARPE COUPE 6, LOGGING FIRST GRADE KARRI SAWLOGS
840. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

Some notice of this question has been given.
(1) Is logging in Sharpe coupe 6 for first grade karri sawlogs complete?
(2) If logging for first grade sawlogs in Sharpe coupe is not complete -

(a) what area of the coupe that contains karri trees suitable for first
grade sawlogs remains unlogged;

(b) what is the estimated volume of first grade karri sawlogs in trees
still standing in Sharpe coupe 6; and

(c) will more roads need to be built to give access to first grade karri
sawlogs in Sharpe coupe 6?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)
(2)

No.
(a) Approximately 30 hectares.
(b) It is interesting that this is the third time the member has asked this

question and I refer him to question without notice 809, which was
answered on 18 October 1995. In the answer to that question I
indicated that I had previously answered the same question. I
again suggest that he go back to the original answer.

(c) No new roads will be required.
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HOSPITALS - ARMADALE-KELMS COTT MEMORIAL
Emergency Service, Doctors from Fremantle Hospital Arrangements

841. Hon A.JM. MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Fremantle Hospital continue to provide doctors to staff the

Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital emergency service beyond the
end of the month?

(2) If yes, are there to be any changes to arrangements and, if so, what are
these?

(3) If the answer to (1) is no, how will the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial
Hospital emergency service be staffed, and will emergency patients from
Armadale be required to travel 36 kilometres to Fremantle?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Yes. However, Fremnantle Hospital is able to do so only with great

difficulty. There are significant problems in attracting sufficient numbers
of junior doctors to undertake terms in the emergency department at
Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital.

(2) At this stage the precise nature of the arrangements to apply beyond
30 October 1995 cannot be specified. Owing to the recruitment difficulty
referred to in the answer to part (1), it may be necessary to seek the input
of general practitioners or other doctors who might be prepared to provide
services on a part time basis.

(3) Suitable arrangements will be made to allow continued functioning of the
emergency department at the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital.

HEALTHA SERVICES - ACCESS POLICY
842. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it the Government's policy to direct its resources to individuals and
groups who, because of their particular circumstances or special needs,
must by necessity rely on government-funded health services for their
health care needs - this includes people on low income; families in need;
children and adolescents at risk; people with severe chronic disease or
disabilities and their carers; and people living in the more remote areas of
the State?

(2) Will every other Western Australian who does not fit into the above
category be directed to private hospitals?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) The member's question is unclear. However, all Western Australians

have the ability to access government health services.

CONSULTANTS ENGAGED BY GOVERNMENT - REPORTS TABLED
843. Hon MARK NEVIILL to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) How many reports titled "Consultants Engaged by Government" have
been tabled in the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly since
the 1993 state elections?

(2) On what date was each report tabled?
(3) What period does each report cover?
(4) Will reports be tabled for periods not covered in the tabled reports?
(5) When is the most recent report expected to be tabled?
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(6) Will the Premier give a guarantee to provide information on consultants
engaged during periods which have not been reported to Parliament?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. I am advised in the
following terms -

(1) One.
(2) The consultants' report for the six months ended 31 December 1994 was

tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 13 April 1995 - tabled paper No
214; and in the Legislative Council on 2 May - tabled paper No 273.

(3) Six months ending December 1994.
(4) No.
(5) The report covering the period January 1995 to June 1995 is being

finalised and it is expected it will be tabled in the near future.
(6) Each request will be considered on its merits.

POLICE - DEPUTY COMMISSIONER LES AYTON, POEM
Woman Denied Justice Involving Forgery Inquiry

844. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Deputy Commissioner for Police, Les

Ayton, wrote the poem Beware the Friend You Thought You Had under
the pseudonym "The Phantom Dinger" which forms part of the Nanga
file?

(2) If yes, will the Minister inquire whether the Deputy Commissioner had
any part in denying a woman justice where a forged document was
involved?

(3) What was the result of the inquiry?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I am advised in the following terms.
(1) Deputy Commissioner Les Ayton has written literally dozens of verse

since 1967, a considerable number under the pseudonym "The Phantom
Dinger". The Deputy Commissioner believes he wrote the verse Beware
the Friend You Thought You Had many years ago, but does not have a
copy of the document. All of the verse written by Mr Ayton were light
hearted and tongue in cheek and usually touched on some incident that
had occurred. For the most part, a great deal of literary licence was taken
and verse often strayed into fiction for the sake of humour. A request was
made to The West Australian newspaper to supply a copy of the verse, but
this has been denied.

(2) There is no independent recollection or information available concerning a
woman being denied justice, or forgery being involved A copy of the
verse will assist in identifying whether such an event took place or
whether the words related to some literary licence taken by the author.

(3) More detailed information will be needed to determine whether an inquiry
will be necessary.

Hon Mark Nevill: I will give him a copy of the poem and tell him the woman's
name.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CLEANING SERVICES, CONTRACTING OUT
845. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Given the Minister's comments in Saturday's The West Australian of 21 October
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1995 and the obvious intent of the documents sent to cleaners titled "Transfer to
the Private Sector", is it the department's or the Government's intention to direct
people into employment with contractors?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
This is another example of why one should not believe everything one reads in
the newspaper. The article said that people would get the sack, when in fact
cleaners will be offered a position with the contractors who are awarded the
tenders at schools at which those cleaners operate. In the event cleaners do not
wish to take up an offer they will be offered redeployment or retraining within the
government sector.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CLEANING SERVICES, CONTRACTING OUT
846. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

The information package sent to the Western Australian Education Department
titled "Cleaners Transfer to the Private Sector" quotes the Public Sector
Management Act Redeployment and Redundancies Regulations 1994 as the
conditions to which cleaners will be subject. Given the recent Full Bench
decision of the Western Australian and Australian Industrial Relations
Commissions to amend the Australian Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous
Workers Union redeployment, redundancy and retraining interim award, does the
department or the Government intend to ignore the terms and conditions of this
award?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
It is my understanding that the decision made by the Education Department takes
into account the decisions referred to by the Leader of the Opposition. As a
result, cleaners in schools will be offered a position with the private contractor.
In the event they do not take the position with the private contractor they will be
offered redeployment.

EDUCATION - CLEANERS
847. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Given the present award conditions of cleaners at the Education Department
under the Cleaners and Caretakers (Government) Award and the Miscellaneous
Government Conditions and Allowances Award and the specific clauses which
relate to introduction of change, and given the department's undertakings at a
conference on 10 October 1995 to comply with this clause and to negotiate over
any decision regarding contracting out of cleaners, why has the Government not
entered into discussions with the Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers
Union over the decision to contract out school cleaners, the format and process of
tendering, the number of schools to be contracted, the terms and conditions of the
redundancy redeployment and transfer of training, and by not doing so directly
breached the award and its undertakings?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I ask the member to put that question on notice. It goes into considerable detail
on some issues on which I do not have information at the moment. In general
terms, it was the view of the department and me that the people who should be
told first were the employees.
Hon John Halden: You did not.
Hon N.F. MOORE: A letter was sent to every employee personally.
Hon John Halden: You told the news media.
Hon N.F. MOORE: That is not true. The media were advised more than 24 hours
after the letters were despatched to each employee. Last Friday morning each
school principal was advised by facsimile of the circumstances in relation to his
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school. Principals were requested to discuss the matter with their cleaners. The
announcement was made to the media at one o'clock that afternoon. Therefore, it
was the intention always that the employees were to be the first to be informed. I
ami not aware of any undertakings given by anyone in any industrial commission;
however, what the member sayis may have happened. Therefore, I ask the
member to put his question on notice.

WATER AUTHORITY - ENTERPRISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT
848. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Water Resources:

Will the inister confirm that under the enterprise bargaining agreement reached
with the union, members in the first contracts to be let in the Western Australian
Water Authority's water operations and maintenance both north and south of
Perth will be guaranteed job offers from contractors with conditions that are equal
to or better than present conditions. Currently they receive secure employment
for the life of the contract; that is, 35 years.
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
That matter has not yet come to me. I therefore ask that it be put on notice.

EDUCATION - CLEANERS
849. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

The Education Department's cleaning service information package states at page
6 that temporary relief and temporary cleaners employed at the time of contracts
being let will cease employment with the department on the last working day
prior to the contract being taken over.
(1) How many temporary, cleaning or relief cleaners are employed by the

Education Department? I do not expect the Minister to be exact.
(2) For what time are they generally employed?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
For obvious reasons I ask that question be placed on notice.

MANDURAH HEALTH CAMPUS
850. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:.

(1) When will the successful tenderer for the Mandurah health campus be
announced?

(2) When will the period of public consultation commence and over what
period will public comment be invited?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) It is anticipated that a formal announcement on the outcome of the

proposals for the new health campus at Mandurah will be made early in
November 1995.

(2) The proposals have been prepared with public consultation, which has
occurred at a local level for a long period. Contrary to the indication
given by opponents of the proposal, there is considerable public support
for development.

MANDURAH HOSPITAL
851. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

Will the Minister confirm that he has abandoned his proposal to collocate
hospitals in Mandurah and will he now pursue the construction of one privately
owned and operated hospital?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. I assume that the question is
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whether the Minister for Health is doing all of this, rather than me. It has always
been part of our proposal to test whether the private sector can outperform the
public sector in the provision of hospital services in Mandurah. The request for
proposals clearly indicates that two options will be considered. These are that one
will include private ownership and operation of the public hospital and one will
allow for private sector participation in a collocated facility. This was clearly set
out in the request for proposal documents that were released both to the
proponents and publicly late in June 1995.

McAULEY, MS MARGARET
852. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) 'On what date was Ms Margaret McAuley appointed to the Legal Aid
Commission?

(2) Was the vacancy for the position to which she was appointed advertised?
(3) If yes, where and when was it advertised?
(4) Was Ms McAuley interviewed for the position?
(5) If yes, by whom was she interviewed?
(6) If not, what selection process did she go through?
(7) How many other candidates were considered for the position?
(8) Was Ms McAuley recommended for the position by Justice Graham

Scott?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Ms McAuley was appointed on 7 September 1992.
(2) No. She was appointed to head a special unit for assessing the claims of

the Western Women investors.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Yes.
(5) Mr M. Lees, the Director of Legal Aid at the time.
(6) Not applicable.
(7)-(8) Unknown.
I seek leave to table a media release issued at the time which may be of
assistance, and gives some details about this matter.
Leave granted. [See paper No 737.]

BUNBURY COMMUNITY GROUP
853. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister representing the Minister for Family and

Children's Services:
In relation to the now defunded Bunbury Community Group and given firstly, the
advice presented to the Minister by the regional office and district office of his
department; secondly, the positive comments and support given to this model of
service and delivery in the Solomon report; and thirdly, the commitment by his
Government to decentralisation of services, will the Minister explain the basis of
his decision to defund this group and deprive the local community and
community groups in the south west of its valuable service?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Bunbury Community Group and all other represented bodies which were
funded as peak bodies had the opportunity of obtaining funding from agencies in
the south west region that are funded by Department for Family and Children's
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Services. In June a commitment was made by the Minister for Family and
Children's Services that all agencies funded by the department to deliver services
would receive additional funds to allow them to join a representative body of their
choice. To date, the Department for Family and Children's Services has provided
over $200 000 to agencies for this purpose. I understand the Bunbury
Community Group has said that it will not seek to attract these funds from local
groups. Although the group is free to make such a decision, it needs to
understand that the option for direct funding from the department no longer
exists.

BUNBURY COMMUNITY GROUP
854. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister representing the Minister for Family and

Children's Services:
(1) Is the Minister aware that, under his proposal for local community groups

to donate a percentage of their grants to meet the operating costs of the
Bunbury Community Group, $7 000 is the maximum that could be raised?

(2) If yes, will the Minister explain how he expects an organisation that until
now has received funding of $39 000 to continue to function?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(04-2) If the Bunbury Community Group wishes to function as a representative

body, it must attract membership in the same way as any other
representative group would need to do. The Minister has never suggested
that groups donate a percentage of their grants. Each agency funded by
the Department for Family and Children's Services has been given
additional funding, ranging from a minimum of $270 to a maximum of
$1 500. These funds were provided to allow groups to pay membership to
a representative body of their choice. Of course, agencies will weigh up
the services and benefits they are offered from the different representative
bodies, such as the Western Australian Council of Social Service, the
Bunbury Community Group and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
of Western Australia before making their decision.

ENCEPHALITIS - DERBY
855. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What action has been taken to mitigate the prevalence of mosquito borne
encephalitis in Derby?

(2) Have mosquito breeding areas, such as authorised and unauthorised sand
and gravel pits, close to the Derby townsite been either filled in or treated
during the wet season to ensure mosquito breeding does not take place?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. I love this question. It
conjures up a wonderful vision.
(1) Commencing in 1981 a flock of sentinel chickens was established at

Derby - we can just see the sentinel chickens standing with one wing
above their eye, looking out, going brrr, brrr! - and subsequently at over
20 population centres in the northern half of Western A-ustralia, to detect
rapidly the activity of viruses causing the mosquito borne disease
Australian encephalitis. This used to be known as Murray Valley
encephalitis; however, Murray Valley objected to that and it was renamed
Australian encephalitis.
Chickens in these flocks are bled fortnightly by local authority personnel
and the samples obtained are air freighted for laboratory testing at a
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Health Department funded laboratory at the University of Western
Australia. If Australian encephalitis activity is detected, public warnings
are issued by press release advising of the appropriate means of personal
intervention against mosquito bites. This is the only effective strategy
against this rare, but serious, disease for which there is no vaccine and no
cure. Effective protection via mosquito control is not possible due to
problems of access to the extensive mosquito breeding areas which form
during the Kimberley wet season.

(2) No; this has not been done due to the extent of mosquito breeding areas
concerned. For this strategy to be effective every low lying area, both
natural and artificial, within a 10 kilometre radius of Derby would have to
be filled due to the flight range of adult mosquitoes. Furthermore, this
would not prevent infection with viruses causing Australian encephalitis
due to outdoor activities frequently engaged in by Derby people outside of
the Derby townsite.

EDUCATION - NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
856. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has funding for the education support unit at the Northampton District
High School been reduced from 0.5 to 0.2 FTEs for the current term of the
school year?

(2) If so, why has this cut been imposed?
(3) Is the Minister aware that the district superintendent previously

guaranteed that funding would remain at 0.5 FTEs for the whole of the
current year?

(4) Is it correct that parents were not consulted about the change, and were not
even advised it was to occur until the day preceding the end of the third
tenrn?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.

A review of the education support teacher allocation in term three of 1995
indicated that the number of students identified as education support had
decreased and the school's entitlement for education support in term four
had decreased accordingly. The existing education support students had
enrolled in other schools and the appropriate staffing allocation has been
provided to support them.

(3) The district superintendent advised the school that the funding would
remain at 0.5 FTEs if the enrolment of students with intellectual
disabilities did not decrease. This was reaffirmed at a meeting on
19 October 1995 between the district superintendent and the P & C
association. On return of the October census for Northampton District
High School, the department was advised that there was only one
identified irregular education support student for term four 1995.

(4) The Geraldton education support management committee was notified
earlier in the year that the allocation to Northampton District High School
was under review as a number of education support students had enrolled
in other schools. The principal was advised that the education support
allocation was dependent upon the enrolment of students with intellectual
disabilities. The above allocation of teacher time was left in place until
the end of term three 1995 to allow the school to put in place alternative
programs, and parents were advised accordingly.
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ED)UCATION - NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
857. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the education support unit at the Northampton
District High School has been providing assistance for 18 students with
learning difficulties, over and above the designated education support unit
students?

(2) Is the Minister aware that all 18 students were at least 18 months behind in
their schooling and that at least one of the students has a physical rather
than an intellectual disability?

(3) If so, what possible justification can exist for the reduction in the unit
from 0.5 FTEs to 0.2 FTEs?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Several parents have written to me regarding this issue and they have been

advised by the Education Department that the school will be staffed
according to the standard teacher allocation.

(2) If students are assessed as having a learning disability the school principal
can access funding from the Shean report to support the needs of these
students. A visiting teacher service is also available to assist the schools
with students with physical disabilities.

(3) The education support teacher allocation is dependent on the enrolment of
students with intellectual disabilities. The number of students with
intellectual disabilities at Northampton District High School has decreased
due to their enrolment at other schools. The education support teacher
entitlement at Northampton has therefore decreased accordingly.

By leave, Hon Eric Charlton (Minister for Transport) tabled a corrected answer to
question on notice 3095 tabled on 29 June. [See paper No 737.]
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